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Teen arrested on suspicion of attempted murder after stabbing 



Police on site at Wednesbury 


A TEENAGER has been arrested on 
suspicion of attempted murder after 
a 17-year-old was stabbed in broad 
daylight. 

The victim has been left in a critical 
condition after the attack in Market 
Place, Wednesbury on Tuesday. 

A West Midlands Ambulance Ser¬ 
vice spokesman said the victim had 
suffered a single stab wound to the 


neck and was taken to hospital. Busi¬ 
ness owner Debbie Moran had rushed 
to the injured teenager’s aid when she 
saw him staggering about. 

Another 17-year-old has since 
been arrested on suspicion of at¬ 
tempted murder. Ms Moran, who 
runs Time4Lunch in Market Place, 
said: “Some fight had occurred. All 
I know there was gangs of kids run¬ 


ning around screaming. I saw him 
(the victim) collapsed in the doorway 
of Aladdins shop. I ran over. He was 
with another young lad. We both got 
towelling and held it on the wound to 
stop the bleeding until the ambulance 
arrived. It is shocking.” 

West Midlands Police spokesman 
Deb Edmonds said: “The area has 
been cordoned off while forensic ex¬ 


aminations are conducted. Enquiries 
are ongoing and anyone with informa¬ 
tion should call police on 101.” 

Ambulance Service spokesman 
Jamie Arrowsmith said: “A teen¬ 
age male had sustained a single stab 
wound to the neck and had a slightly 
reduced level of consciousness. The 
male was treated at the scene and 
taken to hospital by land ambulance.” 


Amateur footballer left in agony receives thousands 

BOTCHED KNEE OP 
PLAYER IN PAYOUT 


AN amateur footballer who was left in ago¬ 
ny following a botched knee operation has 
won a five-figure payout. 

Tomas Adams, from Oldbury, needed treatment 
when he felt his knee ‘pop’ while playing football in 


2013. He required anteric 
struction. 

The 28-year-old underwent 
surgery at the private West Mid¬ 
lands Hospital in Halesowen but 
would go through two years of 
hell as he continued to suffer 
problems with his knee. 

An MRI scan in January 2015 
showed the graft had not been 
positioned correctly. 

The scan revealed evidence of 
a re-tear and Mr Adams decided 
to launch legal action against 
Ramsay Health Care UK Oper¬ 
ations Limited, arguing there 
were a series of failings in his 
treatment. 

Medical 

While further surgery in 
March 2015 was successful, revi¬ 
sion will be needed. 

Mr Adams said: “You put 
great trust in medical experts 
when you suffer injuries of this 
nature, so I was devastated when 
I discovered there had been fail¬ 
ings in my care. I just want to 
move on with my life.” 

Ashley Cocker, the medi¬ 
cal negligence lawyer at Irwin 
Mitchell who represented Mr 
Adams, said: “This is an incred¬ 
ibly worrying case where our 
client suffered following negli¬ 
gent surgery. Our client’s graft 


cruciate ligament recon- 



After the knee surgery 


was not positioned correctly. 
Standards of care fell below the 
required standard and it is vital 
that such issues are never re¬ 
peated.” 

A spokesman for Ramsay 
Health Care said: “We are un¬ 
able to comment on the specific 
details of this case which was 
settled over 12 months ago in 
September 2016. We take any 
incident extremely seriously and 
ensure that lessons are learned 
so that we can deliver the high¬ 
est standard of care for our pa¬ 
tients. ” 


JOY AS CHURCH IS SAVED AFTER £1 OK BOOST 


AN under-threat church has been saved 
after a donation of £10,000 for urgent 
repairs to the building’s roof. 

The National Churches Trust Repair 
Grant will help fund work on the tower 
roof, clock and kitchen of Holy Trinity 
church in Old Hill. Huw Edwards, trust 
vice-president, said he was ‘delighted’ 
and that the church would now be ‘saved 
for the future’. 

He added: “At the heart of commu¬ 
nities in cities, towns and villages, 
churches are a treasure trove of archi¬ 
tecture, history and faith. 

“I’m delighted that Holy Trinity 
church, Old Hill, is to be saved for the 
future. This will help ensure that this 
historic church remains open and at the 
service of local people.” 

Grateful 

Holy Trinity is one of 93 churches and 
chapels in England, Wales and Scotland 
set to benefit from rescue funding of 
£680,230 from UK church support char¬ 
ity the National Churches Trust. 

The grade II listed building has been 
in use for around 140 years and is said to 
serve more than 4,000 households. 

The grant will ‘secure the fabric of 
the tower roof and stonework’ and en¬ 
sure the tower structure is structurally 
secure and water tight. The pyramid 
shaped lead roof will be replaced, the 
timber structure repaired and made 
safe, and the 1970s kitchen re-designed 

to allow provision of a wider variety of ,, , _ . . . . .. .... ■ . . , 

f 00( j Holy Trinity Church in Old Hill, which has received a grant for £10,000 to fund repairs 



DEVELOPMENT 

Multi-storey may 
face demolition 

AN ageing multi-storey car park in 
West Bromwich faces demolition to 
make way for new development. 

Sandwell Council has announced 
that it is applying for a £1.4 million 
grant to fund the demolition of the Bull 
Street car park and get the site ready 
for redevelopment. 

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet 
member for regeneration, said: “The 
car park is at the end of its lifespan and 
will be demolished for a new regener¬ 
ation site, with works expected to start 
later next year. 

“We want to replace the car park with 
a development that encourages more 
visitors to West Bromwich. In addition 
to this project, works to redevelop the 
Shaftesbury House and the former gas 
showroom sites will remain priorities.” 

Sandwell’s Cabinet will consider the 
proposal at its meeting on Wednesday. 

If the plan is formally approved, the 
council will apply to the Black Country 
Local Enterprise Partnership for grant 
funding. 

RACE 

Marathon is axed 
as entries dwindle 

WOLVERHAMPTON Marathon has been 
axed after a fall in entrants. 

Fewer than 200 participants signed up 
for this year’s 26.2 mile Carver Wolver¬ 
hampton City Marathon - which works out 
at less than 10 per cent of the total number 
of entrants, who hail from all over the Black 
Country and surrounding West Midlands 
region. 

Organisers will instead boost places by 
an extra 1,000 for the half-marathon event, 
alongside the cycling race and the 10k run. 

Henry Carver, managing director of main 
sponsor Carvers Building Supplies, said: 
“It was a difficult decision but we would 
love to expand numbers and focusing on 
the more popular events seems the best 
way forward. 

“It’s where the demand is.” 

This year’s event raised £16,000. The 
2018 event will take place on September 2. 
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Violent 



Locked up - Kenny Field 


robber jailed following attack 


A VIOLENT robber who knocked a pen¬ 
sioner unconscious has been jailed for 
more than five years after being found 
in the Black Country. 

Kenny Field, of Crambourne Close, 
Rubery, punched the 72-year-old man 
in the head more than 20 times in the 
unprovoked 6am attack on Redhill Road, 
West Heath. The pensioner was left with 
a fractured eye socket. 

It came after Field had already 
smashed another resident’s house 
window in nearby Forrell Grove, West 
Heath, Birmingham, the same morning. 

The 31-year-old fled with only a torch 


following the robbery on January 19 and 
he was identified as the prime suspect 
following a trawl of CCTV. He moved 
out of the area to try and avoid being 
caught but officers tracked him down to 
an address in Hob Green Road, Stour¬ 
bridge, where he was arrested. 

Field was convicted of robbery and 
criminal damage at Birmingham Crown 
Court. He was also found to be in breach 
of a restraining order and sentenced to 
a total of five-and-a-half years imprison¬ 
ment. 

Det Con Paul Jauncey, from Force 
CID, said: “This was a needlessly violent 


attack which left the victim with sicken¬ 
ing head injuries. It was a relentless and 
cowardly assault by Field who tried to 
avoid justice by fleeing the area. How¬ 
ever, through diligent detective work we 
were able to track him down. 

“Field refused to give a reason for 
the attack and only responded with no 
comment answers during his police in¬ 
terview. 

“It is not just the physical but psycho¬ 
logical damage such an assault can cause 
and Field will now have plenty of time to 
reflect on his cowardly actions now his 
freedom has been removed.” 


Secondary school plan 
for playing fields land 


A NEW secondary school to pro¬ 
vide places for 750 children may 
be built on playing fields which 
were previously the subject of a 
fierce campaign for them to be 
protected. 

The school is proposed for land on 
Kelvin Way in West Bromwich, close 
to the M5. 

Education chiefs have insisted a new sec¬ 
ondary school is badly needed in Sandwell 
to meet the growing demand for places. 

They want the new school built quickly, 
with opening scheduled for September 
2019. A plan to sell off the fields to create 
an industrial park was dropped last year 
after it attracted a huge public outcry. 
Council bosses pledged to preserve the site 
for community use at the time. Plans for 
the school do include keeping part of the 
fields free from development, while leaders 
also said they would be looking to open up 
the school for community usage. 

Sponsorship 

Sandwell Council is set to agree the 
transfer of the land, which would bring the 
school development a step closer. A formal 
planning application has yet to be submit¬ 
ted. The authority is seeking sponsorship 
to fund the development of the school. 

Ward councillor John Edwards, who op¬ 
posed plans to sell the land off, said: “It 
is early days. The education service want 
to explore that and there has been some 
local consultation. It is true to say views 
are mixed. People understand the need for 
a new secondary school but other people 
have got a strong attachment to the open 
space for dog walking and football. 

“Clearly there needs to be more consul¬ 
tation. People with kids going to secondary 
school will be all for it. People who do not 
might not be so enthusiastic.” 

Council chiefs are desperate to provide 
more school places in the borough. A re¬ 
port earlier this year said 3,500 new places 
would be needed by 2025. 


Stolen horn find is music to their ears 



Antiques dealer Phil Sims, left, hands the tenor horn back to a grateful John Shepherd 


WHEN a tenor horn was stolen 
from the car of a Salvation Army 
member on Remembrance Sunday, 
the group did not expect to see it 
again. 

So it was a surprise when the 
Cradley Heath branch received a 
call from an antiques dealer believ¬ 
ing he had been sold the missing 
instrument. 

The horn, which was due to be 
played at a Remembrance Service 
in Cradley Heath on the day it was 
stolen, turned up at a second-hand 


shop in Blackheath just a few days 
later. Salvation Army members had 
been trawling shops in the area on 
the off-chance it may have been 
offered for sale - and luckily they 
managed to find the right one. 

The horn, estimated to be worth 
around £1,500, has now been re¬ 
turned to group after they were 
contacted by antiques dealer Phil 
Sims. 

Mr Sims, from Clent, near Stour¬ 
bridge, runs Sims Vintage Antiques 
Centre in Warwickshire but was 


standing in at his nephew’s shop 
on the day the instrument was 
brought in. He explained: “My 
nephew called asking what instru¬ 
ment I had bought as somebody 
had been in to ask whether any¬ 
body had been offered a brass in¬ 
strument. 

“I got in touch with the Crad¬ 
ley Heath branch of the Salvation 
Army. They came over a matched 
the serial number to confirm it was 
their instrument. They didn’t ex¬ 
pect to have it back.” 


New cycle 
route to link 
rail station 
with centre 

WORK is set to start on a new cycle 
route linking a town centre and railway 
station. 

The scheme will create a new route 
from the centre of Blackheath to Rowley 
Regis station, in a bid to encourage more 
people to take up cycling and be assured 
they can do so safely. 

The route will take in Avenue Road, 
the ring road and Archer Way - includ¬ 
ing cycle lanes, new signs, a central ref¬ 
uge point for crossing the ring road and 
dropped kerbs. 

Work, which started on Short Street 
on Friday and will start on Archer Way 
on January 2, is set to be finished by 
March 2018. 

The new Blackheath cycle route will 
link the town with the existing cycle 
route in Oldbury - which is also set to 
undergo improvements. A new cycle link 
will be created along the A4034 Oldbury 
Ringway starting January 2, 2018. 

The new link and footpath improve¬ 
ment works will allow cyclists to bypass 
the island where the ringway, Church 
Street and Bromford Road meet. 

Regeneration chief, Councillor Paul 
Moore, said: “We’re particularly focus¬ 
ing on areas where we can make it easier 
for people to cycle to and from work, es¬ 
pecially people who commute by train.” 

Fewer than l-in-5 
are using libraries 

FEWER than one in five people are us¬ 
ing libraries in parts of the Black Coun¬ 
try. Libraries - including branches in 
Halesowen and Cradley - are now used 
by just 18 per cent of people, figures 
have revealed. 

It comes as the day-to-day manage¬ 
ment of Dudley borough’s 13 libraries, 
as well as Dudley’s archives centre, was 
transferred from the council to volun¬ 
teers. They include Halesowen Library 
at The Cornbow, the Long Lane branch 
and Cradley Library in Colley Lane. 

A report revealed the council was also 
considering creating ‘community access 
points’, possibly in shops or churches, 
due in part to the fall in usage of li¬ 
braries, which were previously seen as 
an ideal place for people to contact the 
authority. 

More fly with Ryanair 
as numbers top 9m 

BUDGET airline Ryanair saw passenger 
numbers grow by eight per cent to 9.3 
million in November. 

Annual traffic to last month was up 11 
per cent to 128.7m for the airline which 
operates flights from Birmingham Air¬ 
port. 


^agei 

Age UK Sandwell mST 
Day Care ^ 

Day Care for older people 

Age UK Sandwell Day Centre is based 

in Beeches Road West Bromwich, and offers activities for older 

people aged 50+ including: 

• Home cooked meals by our experienced cook. 

• Exercise sessions and other physical activities to maintain and 
improve mobility 

• Day trips/days out 

• Quizzes and other group games 

• Support with mobility problems and personal care from NVQ 
Qualified, trained and experienced care workers 

• Transport to and from the Day Centre each day 

• Lunch club drop in sessions 

• Full day care sessions are provided for older people with 
dependent or personal care needs,those with very poor mobility 
and/or have been assessed by Social services. 

This service costs £26.49 per day with a subscription 
charge of £8.50 per day for activities,transport and meals. 



Lunch club drop in sessions are also available to any older person 
who wishes to attend social activities and make new friends. 

This costs £17.50 per day for activities and meals. 

Taster sessions are available so call now on 
0121 525 2499 to arrange your place. 

Volunteering with Age UK Day Care. 

We are always looking for people who can help us at our Day 
Centre, making cups of tea, helping out in the kitchen or running 
an activity session. 

Our volunteers receive FREE training in care work, so if you would 
like to apply please contact us on 0121 500 1860. 

Age UK Sandwell Day Care 
la Beeches Road, West Bromwich B70 6QE 
e daycare@ageuksandwell.org.uk 1 0121 525 2499 
www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 


#/Oldbury 

ESTABLISHED 1938 

NATIONAL AWARD WINNERS 



try our hot food counter, ready 
.cooked food served every day, 
fantastic selection. __/ 


686 Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury, Warley, 

West Midlands Sat Nav Use B68 8DB 
0121-552-1210 

www.bowkettsofoldbury.co.uk | sales@bowkettsofoldbury.co.uk 


Open 7 Days 

Monday 8am - 2.30pm • Tues to Sat 8am -5.00pm 
Sunday 8am - 2.30pm 


7 Unity Walk Funerals 

Owen Street Memorials 

Tipton Floral Tributes 

West Midlands Bespoke Funeral Plans 

DY4 8QL Flome Arrangements On request 


* 

G&Lmason ltd 

Funeral Directors 

Established 2016 

0121 557 7550/0748459545 
glmfuneraldirectors@gmail.com 
24 hour Service / 7 days a week 
























































Furniture 
retailer in 
115-year 
celebration 

FURNITURE retailer Lee Longlands 
marked 115 years with a history 
event in store. 

Founded in 1902, Lee Longlands is 
at the heart of Birmingham’s Broad 
Street in its current art deco building 
which dates back to 1932. 

It joined forces with Westside Busi¬ 
ness Improvement District to bring 
in Brummie historian Professor Carl 
Chinn to host the event last Thursday 
for 300 invited guests exploring the 
history of Birmingham’s most famous 
street. 

The Portland stone building was 
the first shop outside of London to 
have curved glass windows and it in¬ 
troduced what is thought to be the 
first motorised delivery van in Bir¬ 
mingham in 1912 and pioneered the 
use of television advertising in the 
early 1970s. 

Managing director Darren Campo 
said: “Celebrating this milestone is a 
huge achievement for us and I think 
is a testament to the business we have 
built: the longevity we’ve enjoyed has 
all been down to having a wonderful 
team, quality products, and loyal cus¬ 
tomers, and we feel incredibly proud 
to have this behind us. 

“We hope to continue to expand the 
business and grow even more over the 
next 115 years.” 

Success in the city has allowed it to 
expand to five other locations around 
the UK. 

Owner's shock as 
second cat shot 

A CAT was left badly injured after be¬ 
ing shot in the face. 

The RSPCA has launched an ap¬ 
peal for information after the animal 
was targeted in Birmingham, just a 
year after his owner’s other pet had 
suffered a similar attack. Moggy TC 
became the latest victim when he 
arrived back at his home in Johnson 
Road, Erdington, on Sunday, Novem¬ 
ber 19, with an air rifle pellet lodged 
in his head. 

He was rushed to an emergency vet 
by his owners, where the pellet was 
removed. 

The attack comes just over a year 
since another cat called Dusty, owned 
by the same person, came home with 
an air rifle pellet lodged in his head 
after he had been shot in July 2016. 


Law student tips 

MORE than 70 students and gradu¬ 
ates were given tips on securing jobs 
at a University of Wolverhampton law 
fair. Guest speakers were Jason Cor- 
don-Bowen, a crown prosecutor and 
Zhi Ong, from Aspiring Solicitors. 


Albion fans spokesman backs Pardew 



Alan Pardew, Baggies new manager 


NEW Albion manager Alan Pardew is 
the right man to lead the club to Pre¬ 
mier League safety, the secretary of 
the official supporters’ club believes. 

The appointment of the former 
Newcastle and Crystal Palace boss as 
Tony Pulis’ replacement has received 
a mixed reaction among Baggies fans. 

But Alan Cleverley, from the sup¬ 
porters’ club, reckons Pardew’s top¬ 
flight experience and reputation for 
playing attacking football could make 
him the perfect fit. 

The move is a crucial decision for 
the Albion board with the club hov¬ 


ering just above the Premier League 
relegation zone. Pardew has devel¬ 
oped a reputation as being an impact 
manager following his last two jobs at 
Newcastle and Palace where results 
were initially good before the teams’ 
form tailed away alarmingly. 

Many Hawthorns regulars had 
grown hostile towards Pulis’ style of 
football which they felt was not enter¬ 
taining enough. Mr Cleverley believes 
that could now be about to change. He 
said: “With the candidates available I 
think he is a good choice. 

“He has a lot of experience in the 


Premier League. He had his ups and 
downs at Newcastle but he got them 
up to the top part of the Premier 
League. I think he is positive and he 
plays a certain amount of attacking 
football. He is older and wiser and I 
like to think people who have a lot of 
jobs learn from their experiences. 

“I do believe we will get away from 
the relegation area fairly soon. 

“The interesting fact I want to 
know is whether he will be given 
money to spend in the transfer win¬ 
dow in January” 

• Positive - Back page 


Dying mother's dream 
Baggies trip for sons 



Jenna Ritchie, husband Kevin and their boys Reegan and Ronnie 


Goalkeeper Ben Foster with brothers Ronnie, six, and Reegan, 10 


DYING mother Jenna Ritch¬ 
ie’s final act of kindness was 
to arrange VIP treatment at 
The Hawthorns for her Al¬ 
bion-mad sons Reegan and 
Ronnie. 

From her hospital bed suffering 
from a brain tumour, the 30-year- 
old set about arranging for her 
two lads to be Albion mascots. 

Sadly she died just hours before 
they walked out at Wembley Stadium 
as the Baggies took on Tottenham 
Hotspur on November 25. 

And on Saturday the brothers were 


mascots again as Albion welcomed 
Crystal Palace to the Hawthorns. 

Reegan and Ronnie, both pupils at 
Priory Primary School in Wednes- 
bury, were given signed merchandise 
before heading into the dressing room 
ahead of kick-off to meet their heroes. 

They have particularly taken to 
goalkeeper Ben Foster, who posed for 
pictures with the brothers. 

Reegan, aged 10, walked onto the 
turf with Jake Livermore while Ron¬ 
nie, six, accompanied Ahmed Hegazi. 

Jenna’s widower, Kevin, said: “The 
lads have fallen in love with Ben Fos¬ 
ter. He is a really nice bloke. 

“I am really proud of how they are 


dealing with everything, they are 
doing really well. 

“Everything the club has done for 
them, with Wembley the week before, 
they have been great. Albion just keep 
doing extra for them and they are lov¬ 
ing it. It is helping them massively. 

“Jenna arranged it - she was the 
one who got the ball rolling. She would 
love everything that has been going 
on, the kids are just so happy.” 

The family, from Wednesbury, had 
initially intended to go to the Spurs 
away game together, but because of 
Jenna’s deteriorating health, the Al¬ 
bion tickets had sold out before they 
had chance to arrange a trip. Jenna 


wrote to Albion, who in turn con¬ 
tacted Spurs and Wembley officials 
to arrange for the boys to be mascots 
at the game and again for the match 
against Crystal Palace on Saturday. 

She was not intending to go to Wem¬ 
bley, but remained adamant right up 
until her death that she would attend 
the Palace match to see her sons run 
out with their favourite team. 

Kevin said: “It is typical of Jenna. 
So thoughtful, so caring and a really, 
lovely wife and mum. We all love her 
so much and we miss her.” 

Jenna herself was a huge Baggies 
fan and the couple got married at The 
Hawthorns in May 2012. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Mince pies boost 
for carols event 

THE Great Bridge Asda store has do¬ 
nated 300 mince pies for the Mayor of 
Sandwell’s upcoming Christmas Car¬ 
ol Concert this Saturday. 

The money raised from the concert, 
including the sale of the mince pies, 
will be donated to the Mayor’s char¬ 
ities, Midlands Air Ambulance and 
Your Trust charity which is run by 
Sandwell and West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Trust and raises money 
for cancer services and research. 

The concert starts at 7pm and doors 
open at 6.30pm. Tickets cost £4 or £2 
for 12s and under and the over 60s. 
Tickets are available online from 
www.thepeoplesboxoffice.com. 

BA's new hotspots 
going from Brum 

BRITISH Airways is adding summer 
flights from Birmingham as part of a 
nationwide increase in services to top 
European hotspots in 2018. 

The Birmingham routes start in 
May, with an extra weekend flight 
from Birmingham to Palma and addi¬ 
tional summer flights to Malaga and 
Florence. It follows British Airways 
return to Birmingham this summer 
after a decade long gap, running four 
summer-only routes to Malaga, Ibiza, 
Palma and Florence. 

Each way fares from Birmingham 
start from £46 to Palma. 

Festive trail at 
botanical gardens 

AN illuminated festive trail has been 
created at Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens. 

The Christmas trail through the 
trees and glasshouses - Birmingham’s 
newest festive attraction - will be op¬ 
erating until January 1 from 4.40pm 
to 10pm each day. It features carol 
singing trees, a scented fire garden 
and a tunnel of light in Westbourne 
Road, Edgbaston. 

The tours finish with spiced cider, 
mulled wine or hot chocolate. Tickets 
are on sale on 0844 873 7376 or online 
at birminghamchristmasgar den .co.uk 

Grand seat in house 
for cutlery company 

CUTLERY company Arthur Price has 
had a seat named in their honour at 
Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre. 

The gesture has been made in rec¬ 
ognition of the company’s support for 
the Lichfield Street venue. 

Company chief executive Simon 
Price and Adrian Jackson, boss of 
The Grand, formed a partnership last 
year when the theatre was having a 
£1.2million revamp to the Front of 
House and bar. 
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THE COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS’ 


KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BEDROOMS 

www.idoalhomecare.co.uk* 






Vast majority of work comes from recommendations' 

3. FREE home design service, we listen to you and 
design to your requirements 
Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we ’ 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 

5. We project manage from start to finish 

6. We can supply only or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating. 



Opening Times: Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun, Other Times By Appointment 

Tel: 0121 588 5737 j ‘ 


The Home Improvement Specialist 

■GEaLHonrccarE 




HOME 

COMFORTS 


CARPETS, BEDS, BLINDS, SOFAS 
ALL AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES 

FREE QUOTATIONS 



5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3JS 


OPENING TIMES Mon • Fri 9.30 • 5pm, Sat 9.30 • 4pm 
215 WALSALL RD, STONE CROSS B713HS 
0121588 5904 • homecomfortsx@hotmail.com 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Sales in vinyl 
countdown rise 

VINYL record sales at HMV shops, 
including those in Wolverhampton, 
Walsall and Brierley Hill, are on track 
to top 1.5 million this year. With Ed 
Sheeran’s Divide topping the year’s 
vinyl sales chart, it is a level of sales 
not achieved since the late 1980s. 

Sales are strong across all genres 
including new releases and back cata¬ 
logue tiles, with the Gallagher broth¬ 
ers fighting it out in the HMV best 
seller list. Liam Gallagher’s As You 
Were is currently second and Noel 
Gallagher’s Who Built The Moon? 
third. HMV is on track to hold one 
third of the entire UK vinyl market 
by Christmas. 

Slade star's show 
boosts charities 

EX-SLADE musician Jim Lea’s recent 
event at the Robin 2 in Bilston raised 
£6,300 for charity. Cash from the 
68-year-old’s An Audience With Jim 
Lea on November 5 will go to Cancer 
Research UK and Dementia UK. 

The afternoon included the show¬ 
ing of a film of his first solo gig at the 
venue back in 2002 called For One 
Night Only and a question and answer 
session. Due to illness - he has been 
battling prostate cancer - Jim was un¬ 
able to perform musically. 

His John Birch bass was available to 
view in Woody’s Bar and for a cash do¬ 
nation of £5 fans were able to hold the 
guitar and have photos taken with it. 

Jazzed up views 
on show in city 

MORE than 50 photographs taken as 
part of a popular jazz festival will be 
on view for thousands of commuters 
at Birmingham New Street station. 

The exhibition of photography 
which was run as part of this year’s 
Birmingham, Solihull and Sandwell 
Jazz Festival will be on display at the 
station during December and Janu¬ 
ary. The internationally renowned 
jazz festival returned for its 33rd 
year in July and featured 225 perfor¬ 
mances at 100 venues. 

BOSS Of M6 Toll 
has left company 

THE boss of Midland Expressway, 
which runs the 27-mile M6 Toll mo¬ 
torway, has left the company. 

Andy Pearson took over as chief 
executive in the summer of 2015, re¬ 
placing Tom Fanning who had led 
Midland Expressway for more than 14 
years. Mr Pearson’s departure comes 
six months after the UK’s only pay-as- 
you-go motorway was bought by Aus¬ 
tralian investment group IFM. 



1. Tink often stops to say 
hello to Bob the goldfish 



2. Teddy’s confused between a 
dovecote and a dove cat 



3. African pygmy hedgehog Flossy 
in her woolly nest 



4. Bear loves to bite toes and chase 
around the garden 


Residents 
hit out at 
boundary 
change bid 

PLANS to split a town centre and 
combine it for a new constituency 
taking in parts of Sandwell have been 
opposed by almost 1,400 residents. 

The Boundary Commission pro¬ 
poses to merge St Thomas’s Ward in 
Dudley with seven Sandwell wards to 
form the new constituency reaching 
Edgbaston in Birmingham. 

A petition launched by Dudley 
North MP Ian Austin against the 
changes has now been backed by more 
than 1,390 people since its launch ear¬ 
lier this month. 

Mr Austin, whose seat would be 
scrapped if the plans were given the 
go-ahead, said: “I’ve had countless 
residents, businesses and community 
groups contact me since the proposals 
were released to say they are appalled 
at these plans. 

“They completely ignore the histor¬ 
ical, geographical and community ties 
of our town. I think it is completely 
unacceptable.” 

Proposals would see Dudley’s his¬ 
toric town centre split. It would put 
its landmark Church of St Thomas 
in a different constituency than the 
ward which bears its name. 

The St Thomas’s Ward covers areas 
including Kates Hill, the Buffery, 
Sledmere, Blowers Green, Oakham 
and parts of the town centre. 

Mr Austin added: “The thought 
that people could have to travel across 
Sandwell to the edge of Birmingham 
to see their ‘local’ MP is laughable.” 

The Boundary Commission plans 
are part of a government pledge to 
reduce the number of MPs from 650 
to 600. See the petition at https:// 
you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/stop- 
boundary-changes-splitting-our-town 

Elderly man hit by 
double-decker bus 

AN elderly man escaped more seri¬ 
ous injury after he was hit by a dou¬ 
ble-decker bus near a railway station 
in Smethwick. 

The man was struck close to 
Smethwick Galton Bridge Station, in 
Oldbury Road, at around 5.45pm on 
Tuesday November 28. 

Ambulance staff arrive to find the 
man face down underneath the front 
of the bus - with his head just inches 
from a wheel. 

He suffered a head injury and a bro¬ 
ken leg. 

After being pulled from underneath 
the bus, he was given pain relief and 
had his leg splinted. 

The man was taken to Birming¬ 
ham’s Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 

A doctor travelled with the ambu¬ 
lance crew to continue treatment. 



5. Tortoise Fred lives in the garden and just 
loves eating buttercups on the lawn 


6. Bags of room in here - Benji finds this is a 
comfortable place to bed down 


7. Together - four-year-old guinea pigs Billy and 
Tom share a very special bond 
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8. Reeves and Mortimer who were always up to 9. Olaf the rabbit was found in a carrier bag in a 
mischief when they were kittens tree. Here he is with best friend Anya 


10. Milo, a Staffie cross, came from the Dogs 
Trust and loves doing agility tricks 


LAST CHANCE TO VOTE 


READERS just have a few more days 
to pick their favourite in our pets photo 
competition. 

After weeks of being inundated with your 
treasured pictures of your beloved pets we 
ran the final shortlist for the first time last 
week, complete with a voting form for you to 
have your say on which one you think should 
win. 

Creatures as diverse as cats, dogs, guinea pigs, 
rabbits, hedgehogs and tortoises have all featured 
in the popular competition, which has brought 
home just how much love owners have for their 
prized pets - with nearly 500 pictures emailed in. 

Proud 

We are repeating the voting form again this 
week. But it is the last chance for readers to make 
their choice as all entries need to be in by Tuesday 
(December 12). 

There was so much choice from the entries sub¬ 
mitted - and we appreciate the time taken by proud 
owners to take the snapshots of their pets - it was 
difficult for us to pick out the final 10 for the short¬ 
list. 

But now the time has come to make a decision. 



Tc voIf you totturfe 
pNrtomph dMlto 

pic&ir? 'uiTVterlo we attwater# 
ecrcssarafctarocjk crick 
err be* os the form anc 
hi© So* Htwttor fta 
Qv&id*. $l~$3 CuMrS^Mt 
'AttatitiWfOH.'AYl €S 


r PICTURE 1 □ 
PICTURE 2 □ 
PICTURE 3 □ 


PICTURE 4 □ 
PICTURE 5 □ 


PICTURE 6 □ 
PICTURE 7 □ 
PICTURE 8 □ 
PICTURE 9 □ 
PICTURE 10D 


We are not just looking for the cutest pet - though 
they do all fit that description - but the best picture 
itself, one that you would pick out if you saw it in 
the paper. 

The winner will be announced later this month 
with the best-loved picture being carried on the 


front of our Christmas editions. There is also a 
£100 cash prize up for grabs. 

So please look closely at the 10 shortlisted pic¬ 
tures and choose the one you think deserves the 
prize and we will be counting up the votes next 
week. 



BTF Supply and Fit Gutters, Fascias and Soffits. 


We can also clean and fix leaking Gutters Fascias Systems 


BTF 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 


Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 






Christmas 
Orders Now 
Being Taken 

% - 4 

Specialists in Authentic Vegetarian 
& Non Vegetarian Disnes 


* 



1 kilo Vegetable Pakora £5 
Sheesh Kebab 50p 
100 Samosas £22 
Curries from £3 
Vegetable Samosa 25p 
Meat Samosa 50p 
Spring roll 30p 


CATERING 
SERVICES 
for all 
functions 
large or small 


287 Bearwood Road, Smethwick B66 4DR 

0121 429 9998 

info@chandigarhcatering.com 

www.chandigarhcatering.com 

Open times: 9am - 8pm Monday-Sunday 



FREE FITTING 

ON SELECTED CARPETS 
& LAMINATES 


Alin 070 OEO 153 Bridgeman Street, 
II I W Uwll Walsall WS2 9PG 






































































Cycle route 
set to link 
centre and 
rail station 

WORK has begun on a new cycle 
route linking Blackheath town centre 
and Rowley Regis railway station. 

The scheme to create a new route 
along Avenue Road, the ring road and 
Archer Way - includes cycle lanes, 
new signs, a refuge for cyclists cross¬ 
ing the ring road and dropped kerbs. 

Work, which started on Short 
Street on Friday and which will start 
on Archer Way on January 2, is set to 
be finished by March. 

The new Blackheath cycle route 
will link the town with the existing 
cycle route in Oldbury - which is also 
set to be improved. Then a new cycle 
link will be created along the A4034 
Oldbury Ringway in January. 

The new link and footpath improve¬ 
ment works will allow cyclists to by¬ 
pass the island where the ringway, 
Church Street and Bromford Road 
meet. 

Regeneration chief at Sandwell 
Council, Councillor Paul Moore said: 
“We’re working with cyclists to iden¬ 
tify what we can do to make their 
journeys safer and encourage others 
to take up cycling. 

“We’re particularly focusing on 
areas where we can make it easier 
for people to cycle to and from work, 
especially people who commute by 
train.” 

The schemes are both part of the 
Sandwell’s Cycling Strategy, which 
was produced by Cycling in Sandwell. 

Taxis summit 
called for by MP 

AN MP has called for councillors and 
taxi representatives to ‘get around 
the table’ amid claims drivers are be¬ 
ing treated unfairly. Private hire driv¬ 
ers have threatened to strike if chang¬ 
es are not made by council bosses. 

They feel workers are charged too 
much for licences and say tests for 
new drivers are too hard. 

Warley MP John Spellar met with 
drivers to discuss their concerns and 
wants both sides to come together to 
see if an amicable agreement can be 
reached. Private hire representatives 
have threatened protests at the coun¬ 
cil house. 

Labour MP Mr Spellar said: “They 
have got some issues. There are some 
changes they have been encouraged 
by and others they don’t want.” 


lain to chasse off 

THE principal dancer at the Birming¬ 
ham Royal Ballet is to leave after 18 
years. Iain Mackay has been appoint¬ 
ed artistic director of Yorkshire Ballet 
Summer School and will give his final 
performance in January. 


Sunshine and sangria on way to Brum 



The comedy cast of Benidorm 


ONE of Britain’s most popular TV 
shows will transfer to the stage when 
stars from the cast of Benidorm visit 
Birmingham next year. 

Derren Litten’s smash hit ITV com¬ 
edy Benidorm is set to bring sunshine 
and smiles to the UK and Ireland as 
the first ever stage version hits the 
road. It will feature at Birmingham’s 
New Alexandra for a fun-filled Christ¬ 
mas season from the December 3 to 
29, 2018. 

Litten has written an all new set of 
Alicante escapades for the much-loved 
cast members, including Jake Canuso 


(Mateo), Janine Duvitski (Jacque¬ 
line), Adam Gillen (Liam), Sherrie 
Hewson (Joyce Temple-Savage), 
Shelley Longworth (Sam), and Tony 
Maudsley (Kenneth) as they swap 
sangria for the stage next year after a 
quick spruce at the Blow ‘n’ Go! 

He said: “I’ve loved 10 years of 
writing my TV show Benidorm but 
despite a successful writing career 
I’m first and foremost a performer so 
have always been secretly frustrated I 
couldn’t hear the audience’s laughter. 

“This national tour of Benidorm 
Live will not only make a long lasting 


dream come true but will also mean I 
no longer have to stand in strangers’ 
gardens listening at their windows at 

9 o’clock on cold winter evenings.” 
ITV’s smash-hit comedy celebrates 

a decade of all-inclusive hilarity, hav¬ 
ing followed the ensemble cast of hol¬ 
iday makers and staff for nine series 
since it first broadcast in 2007. Season 

10 is due to broadcast early 2018. 
Critically acclaimed, Benidorm 

has received two National Television 
Awards a TV Quick Award and nomi¬ 
nations at the British Comedy Awards 
and BAFT As. 


Grieving family of tragic 
Demi to launch charity 


A LAW student destined for a prom¬ 
ising career as a barrister before 
her life was tragically cut short fol¬ 
lowing a horror crash on the M6 has 
had a charity set up in her name. 

The heartbroken family of Demi Ni¬ 
cholson, who lived in Winson Green, Bir¬ 
mingham, launched the charity as they 
spoke of their grief at losing the young 
woman who would Tight up a room’. 

-— Demi, aged 21, was in 

the final year at Liver- 
pool Hope University 
when she was killed on 
the northbound of the 
I M6, near Wednesbury, 

I in January as her Vaux- 

I hall Corsa collided with 

I a blue BMW. 

More than 1,000 
1 people turned out for 

J the funeral of the pop- 

p. ■ . |■ |_,,_ ular student. Now her 

Demi Nicholson mother Novlet Nichol _ 

son and aunts Wendy Nicholson and Valerie 
George have set up the D.E.M.I Trust, which 
stands for Dream Enormous Make an Impact, 
in her name. 

The charity will aim to support students 
from low-income families who wish to go to 
university with starter packs such as bedding 
and cookware. The Liverpool Hope University 
has since awarded Demi a posthumous first- 
class degree. Ms George, said: “She was the 
most beautiful girl who would light up a room. 

“We were all so proud of her. She had a won¬ 
derful outgoing personality and had the ability 
of letting you think you were the only person in 
the room. Her death has left a massive hole in 
our lives which will never be filled but we want 
to ensure something positive comes out of her 
death and so we have set up a charity in her 
name to help other students.” 

They will launch the charity at a special ball 
due at Aston Villa Football Club on January 6. 
Tickets are £45 per person or £400 for a table of 
10 and includes an auction. Call 07377 757021 
or email admin@demitrust.org.uk. 


On the ball for pitch unveiling 



Deputy mayor Councillor Susan Eaves with principal Pank Patel and pupils at the artificial pitch opening 


TWO new all-weather pitches 
were unveiled at a school in the 
Black Country. 

Sandwell Council’s deputy 
mayor, Councillor Susan Eaves, 
opened the pitches at George 
Salter Academy. 

They were built thanks to a 
grant from the Premier League 
and The FA Facilities Fund, 


which is delivered by the Football 
Foundation. 

The pitches replace two existing 
artificial pitches, which were in¬ 
stalled 12 years ago but had fallen 
into poor condition. 

The new pitches join the acad¬ 
emy’s two grass football pitches, 
converted from playing fields ear¬ 
lier in the year with the support 


of Sport England. They will also 
be used by football clubs Tantany 
Lions FC and Greets Green Al¬ 
bion FC. 

Pank Patel, Principal of George 
Salter Academy, said: “Everyone 
at George Salter Academy is abso¬ 
lutely thrilled with the addition of 
these two state-of-the-art football 
pitches to our school.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

woman cut free 
after collision 

A WOMAN was trapped in an over¬ 
turned vehicle for 40 minutes follow¬ 
ing a crash. The incident happened in 
Hagley Road, Bearwood. 

It involved a silver car driven by a 
35-year-old man, and a red car driven 
by the 70-year-old woman. Following 
the crash, near Lightwood Park, mem¬ 
bers of the public helped the man out 
of his car. He was taken to Sandwell 
General Hospital with chest pains. 

A fire crew from Oldbury cut a 
33-year-old female passenger from the 
red car. She was taken to Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth Hospital, along with the driver 
who suffered minor injuries. It was on 
Monday night just before 5pm. 

Asha's restaurant 
retains curry title 

ASHA’S Indian Restaurant and Bar- 
has been named the best Indian res¬ 
taurant in the Midlands in the British 
Curry Awards. It is the second suc¬ 
cessive year Asha’s in Birmingham’s 
Newhall Street has taken the honour 
- the first time it has been achieved. 

Asha’s director Pawan Kenth, who 
owns the Birmingham outlet in con¬ 
junction with business partner Paul 
Bassi, said: “We have won many 
awards over the years, but this is ‘hot’ 
even by our own high standards. 

“Our thanks go to our valued cus¬ 
tomers and hard-working team.” 

Builder chosen for 
£5m sports centre 

EDUCATION construction specialist 
Stepnell has been selected to build a 
£5 million new sports centre for King 
Edward’s School in Birmingham. 

Construction work has begun and 
should be completed by autumn 2018. 

The two-storey building will front 
Bristol Road and will house a four- 
court sports hall, a fitness suite, a 
large multi-purpose area, a classroom, 
changing facilities and a large foyer. 
Raised brickwork depictions of ath¬ 
letes will feature and there will be an 
internal bridge-link giving access to a 
viewing gallery. 

New tour and album 
for the Bunnymen 

LIVERPUDLIAN rock group Echo 
and the Bunnymen will play in Bir¬ 
mingham on a UK tour in the new 
year. The band is to release a new 
studio album The Stars, the Oceans 
& the Moon in the new year featuring 
some of their classic tracks in a new 
form and new songs. 

The Bunnymen, who still feature 
original members Ian McCulloch and 
Will Sergeant, will play Symphony 
Hall in Birmingham on May 26. 
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SQ Blinds 


WINDOW 
BLINDS SALE 

3 VERTICAL BLINDS 
£89 STD/F 

SUPPLY FIT WITH 
CHILD SAFE NEVER 
LET YOU DOWN 

HUGE RANGE OF 
DESIGN & QUALITY TO 
CHOOSE FROM 


VISIT OUR SHOW ROOM 


10E MIDDLE MORE ROAD SMETHWICK, 
B66 2DZ OR CALL 4 

FREE QUOTE 0121 565 5655 
Mobile: 07799447742 



Affordable 

Windows 


t - 

Great quality. Great service. Great price! 


Docci and Ccn 


ANYONE OF THESE DOORS 
S0PPUED AND FITTED 

£7491 

INCLUDING HARDWARE 



• Windows • Composite Doors • 

Conservatories • Porches • Repairs 

4 10 year insurance If' Reasons to choose Affordable 

backed guarantee 4 Free quotation 

/ Energy efficient V FENSA registered 

4 Trusted service 

For your FREE quotation, call us now 

07710 434223 

We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, Sedgley, Wombourne, Wolverhampton, 
Oldbury, Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West Bromwich, Wednesbury 

Reaistered office: Affordable Windows Doors & Conservatories 

U d Z kfil 101 Tipton Road, Sedgley West Midlands, DY3 1BZ 

Registered company Telephone: 01902 827879 | Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com | www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 


|M 

KSHBSM4S: 


from Concept Blinds 

Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Fairytale 
complaint 
just load of 
nonsense 

SARAH Hall has asked for the fairytale 
Sleeping Beauty to be banned from her 
son’s school, in case it corrupts the six- 
year-old’s mind. She is particularly un¬ 
happy that the handsome prince kisses 
the heroine while she is asleep. 

“It’s a specific issue about sexual be¬ 
haviour and consent,” she says. 

Perhaps it’s me, but don’t these peo¬ 
ple have dirty minds? The story has been 
read to children for the past 700 years, 
yet no-one else has seen it as being 
about sexual behaviour and consent. 

It does make one think about how 
many classic fairytales are acceptable 
in today’s puritanical, politically-correct 
society. 

Hansel and Gretel is obviously out. 
For a start they live in a house made of 
marzipan and sugar, hardly conducive 
to a healthy diet. And the “wicked step¬ 
mother” does not reflect how society is 
enriched by today’s diverse range of fam¬ 
ily types. And surely you can’t go around 
pushing witches into the oven, can you? 
A hate crime at the very least. 

Then there’s Little Red Riding Hood. 
I mean what sort of mother allows their 
young daughter to go walking on her own 
through the woods? That’s a surefire case 
of child neglect. And the bit about killing 
the wolf? Animal cruelty at the very least. 

As for Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs, well where do we begin? Dwarf¬ 
ism, modern slavery, and it is sure to put 
children off getting their five a day. Just 
don’t go there. 

□ □□ 

NEW figures revealing how much mon¬ 
ey local councils make from car parking 
charges make fascinating reading. 

Dudley Council took £435,000 last 
year, Sandwell Council £430,000, Wal¬ 
sall £492,000 and Wolverhampton £1.4 
million. Sounds a lot but look at it anoth¬ 
er way. The figures amount to £1.40 per 
head per year in Dudley and Sandwell, 
about £1.80 a year in Walsall and about 
£5.50 in Wolverhampton. Given the 
choice, I’m sure most people would 
sooner pay an extra couple of quid a year 
on the council tax than have to fiddle with 
a pay-and-display meter every time they 
go shopping, and stress over whether 
their ticket will expire before the baddie 
in the silly uniform comes round to dish 
out the fines. 

The £435,000 Dudley made is also lit¬ 
tle more than a seventh of the money the 
council spent on the questionable market 
place refurbishment a few years ago. 


The landlord is no longer there to sort things out 



Meghan Markle - majority of the public 
don’t care about her being mixed-race 



Dame Glynis Breakwell’s downfall is an 
object lesson in the power of free speech 



Dickensian - the second-best costume 
drama the BBC has ever made but too brief 


Housing ladder can 
lead to new troubles 


THERE is a myth among millennials that once 
you are on the housing ladder all your troubles 
end. So it was illuminating to come across a 
column a few days ago by a first-time buyer 
who admits: “When it’s your name on the mort¬ 
gage, the buck stops with you . . . you’ll never 
have any money ever again.” There followed a 
bleak tale of things going wrong and a dodgy 
tradesman relieving him of £1,000. That’s how 
it is, kids. Owning your own place brings some 
security but much expense, and the words “the 
landlord will sort it out” vanish like a comfort 
blanket chucked in a bin. 

A READER tells me he has heard one Ameri¬ 
can reporter referring to “Prince Hairy.” Expect 
more of the same. The US and UK are two 
nations divided by a common language. The 
Yanks also have a strange approach to names. 
On a trip to Texas in the 1980s, I had great dif¬ 
ficulty convincing our hosts that no-one in Eng¬ 
land ever referred to the Prince of Wales and his 
wife as Chuck and Di. 

AM I hopelessly out of touch, or am I right in 
thinking that the vast majority of the Great Brit¬ 
ish Public don’t give a flying fig about Meghan 
Markle being mixed-race? We have surely 
moved on from all this. We may not yet be the 
ultimate colour-blind society but we are getting 
there. So what possible motive lies behind an 
outburst such as this, from the Guardian, that 
greeted Monday’s engagement announcement: 
“From Victoria and Abdul to Harry and Meghan 
Markle, our society is still obsessed with ‘purity’ 
and is shocked that a royal could marry a per- 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


r 


son of colour.” I’m not sure what the Guardian 
means by “our society” or “purity” but it’s not 
the society I recognise and it’s not the society 
where I and most Brits live, or would wish to 
live. 


cellor at the University of Bath. Her downfall is 
an object lesson in the awesome power of free 
speech, a free press, natural justice and, above 
all, envy. I predict a sudden drop in the number 
of vice-chancellors asking for a wage rise. 

BUT don’t shed too many tears. Breakwell is 
not resigning in the sense that you or I might 
understand. She will not stand down until next 
August and will then spend the following six 
months on what you and I call a paid holiday 
but academia calls a sabbatical. 


THE Church of Sweden is urging its clergy to 
use gender-neutral language and avoid referring 
to God as “He.” There is a tiny theological prob¬ 
lem here, namely that Jesus repeatedly refers to 
God as male. I haven’t counted this myself but I 
am told in John’s Gospel alone, Jesus calls God 
“Father” no fewer than 156 times, which seems 
pretty conclusive. Still, when the gender-police 
are in full cry, who would dare to suggest that 
the New Testament might be gospel? 

YOU can get away with being paid £486,000 
a year if you work in a bank or stock exchange 
where everybody else earns £486,000. You 
will stride together in one vast, elevated herd, 
like giraffes on the savannah. However, if you 
are earning £486,000 and everyone around 
you earns a tiny fraction of that amount, you 
become like one isolated giraffe in a herd of 
snappy little mongooses (mongeese?). Even¬ 
tually, the little creatures will gang up on you, 
bite your ankles and bring you crashing down. 
Dame Glynis Breakwell has quit as vice-chan- 


THE Government was apparently surprised at 
the initial lack of outrage about Britain having to 
pay £50 billion or so to leave the EU. I suspect 
this is because many years of indifferent educa¬ 
tion have created a nation which doesn’t really 
know what 50 billion is. Adding to the confusion 
is the fact that many older folk were taught in 
their schooldays that a billion was a million mil¬ 
lion. So own up. Is 50 billion 50,000,000,000, 
50,000,000 or 50,000,000,000,000? And how 
many million zeros can you get on the side of 
a bus? 

DICKENSIAN, screened over the last festive 
period, was probably the second-best costume 
drama the BBC has ever made. Its only flaw 
was to be shown in brief 30-minute episodes 
which hardly gave you time to settle down with 
a glass of porter and a muffin to enjoy the Vic¬ 
torian ambience. Netflix is now reshowing the 
series but has edited them into chunky and very 
satisfying one-hour episodes. Excellent. 


TALKING POINT 


Just one 
tweet away 
from the 
vilest abuse 

THE internet has transformed society 
since we said farewell to the 20th century, 
but at what cost? 

Has social media made Britain a more 
cohesive country? Have we entered a 
new golden age where reunited friends 
and digitally connected communities 
work for the common good? 

Or have we plummeted into a new dark 
age inhabited by hate-filled trolls, Z-list 
bloggers and clickbait content that ap¬ 
peals to the darker impulses. 

If you use social media you are only 
ever one ill-judged Tweet away from a 
torrent of hate from those who seek the 
slightest pretext, usually an expression of 
opinion they do not agree with, to spew 
out the vilest abuse and threats. 

Pornography has become easily avail¬ 
able and degraded many. Yes, there are 
parental controls, but any curious kid can 
get round those and it only takes one in a 
peer group to show such images to their 
mates. It’s actually changed the main¬ 
stream, so programmes like Love Island 
can flourish and some think it’s actually 
funny to buy their pre-teen daughter a 
T-shirt with the slogan Future Porn Star. 

The new Wiki-world offering a wealth of 
free information was supposed to make 
us better informed but instead many 
seem content to live in a bubble, only lis¬ 
tening to views that chime with their own 
opinions and prejudices. 

Meanwhile, the Tweeter in chief, a 
self-promoting self-obsessed New York 
property developer whose brand was 
enhanced by a reality TV show, has been 
propelled into the White House by a wave 
of hyperlinked hyperbole - allegedly with 
the help of considerable social media 
manipulation from the Kremlin. Trump is 
the ultimate icon of this new age of nar¬ 
cissism. 

Take a look around... families sat at 
dinner tables staring at their phones rath¬ 
er than speaking to each other, people 
apparently talking to themselves whilst 
walking down the street, even having an¬ 
imated loud arguments with people who 
are not physically present. It looks weird 
because it is weird. 

Meanwhile, the internet giants get rich¬ 
er by stealing your information, dodging 
taxes and siphoning away revenue from 
traditional media (including local news¬ 
papers). 

I know you can’t put the digital genie 
back in the bottle but we’ve got to con¬ 
sider where this is taking us before Trump 
is trumped by something even more dan¬ 
gerous. LEON BURAKOWSKI 


BETTA BUILDINGS 


SHEDS • GARAGES • GARDEN ROOMS • LOG CABINS 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2495 


Wooden 
Sheds 



A huge range instock 

from £274 


• Old Buildings Removed 


•Base Laying Service 
• Free Quotations 


Summer 

Houses 



A huge range in stock 

from £599 


Concrete 

Garages 


FREE 

FITTING 


■Jl 

A huge range in stock 

from £1657 


• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options • Huge Range 


7 x Golden Charter 

Funeral Planner 
of the Year 

(West Mids. & N. Wales) 


,OV 



□ □□ 


Walters 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


HAVE YOU BEEN CONTACTED BY SOMEONE 
SELLING FUNERAL PLANS? 

Arrange a funeral plan directly through A & A Walters and we 
could save you up to £1,000 in unnecessary 3rd party fees. 

Independent & family owned, providing five generations of quality care since 1850. 


TIPTON 

t: 0121 557 1347 


SEDGLEY 
t: 01902 885339 


BILSTON 
t: 01902 495384 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


Upholding family values for over 165 years - 'Allow Our family to care for Yours' 

waltersfunerals.co.uk 
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Sadly, l think Wembley is a real dump 


HAVING returned from my fourth vis¬ 
it to Wembley, (three with the Albion, 
and the England v Moldova match), I 
feel qualified to pass an opinion on our 
national football stadium. It’s a dump. 

No not the bit you see on your TV 
screen, the arena, that is fit for pur¬ 
pose. It’s the infrastructure that lets 
it down. Arriving through the tatty in¬ 
dustrial estates in impossible traffic, to 
a dirt-covered patch they call the pink 
car park. The coach driver says it cost 
£90 to park here. You wonder what 
impression overseas visitors must get? 

Trying to get a wheelchair over this 


bumpy dirt patch to solid ground, is 
shall we say, difficult. Heading up 
an uneven street trying to find any 
dropped gutters, you arrive at what is 
currently the Spurs away end of the 
stadium, to be greeted by huge flights 
of steps up to the main entrance area. 

Finding a member of staff you en¬ 
quire “how do I get up there?” The 
guy seems unsure, but sends you to 
the right, you later find out you should 
have gone left. 

Inside the stadium you find the 
toilets are already looking bad and 
smelly, and it’s still an hour and a half 


before kick-off. Never mind get a drink 
and something to eat, but then you 
find that tatty it might be but cheap 
it ain’t. They keep the worst bit for 
last, getting away from this place is 
a nightmare travelling slowly over a 
prearranged route for about half hour 
you see the Wembley arch ahead and 
realise the route out, has brought you, 
almost back to where you started. 

Surely a more central stadium, like 
say the site at St Georges Burton, 
would have been a better choice? 

ALAN J HUNT 
West Bromwich 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

EMAIL 


Remember 
frogs have 
feelings too 

FROGS are people too. Im¬ 
agine the scene: You’re sit¬ 
ting by a gently babbling 
brook, chewing on a juicy 
blue bottle when out of no¬ 
where, a huge pair of scarlet 
lips descend and start snog¬ 
ging you. 

I dare say many will say: 
“What’s wrong with that?” 
I think you miss the point. 
Many frogs are quite happy 
staying frogs and don’t want 
this ‘inappropriate’ kind of 
stuff. 

Mrs Sarah Hall has 
pointed out a similar sit¬ 
uation regarding Sleeping 
Beauty and has written to 
her son’s school. She spotted 
an offending extract in her 
six-year-old child’s reading 
book. Her question is: “Did 
Sleeping Beauty agree to 
being kissed by her prince?” 

Sarah reckons the story 
gives the green light for 
blokes to go around kissing 
sleeping women. She doesn’t 
like it and reckons this could 
result in ‘ingrained atti¬ 
tudes to sexual behaviour’. 

ALAN M ETHERIDGE 
Dudley 


POST 

Wolverhampton Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Code of Practice: Our policy is 
to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the 
Editors’ Code of Practice, which 
can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If 
you are unhappy with the accura¬ 
cy of a story, write to The Editor, 


wolverhampton.chronicles@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Chronicles, 51-53 Gueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Shock at 
Leyland line 
from chiefs 

THE only knowledge that 
I have of ‘Red Robbo’ - the 
former British Leyland un¬ 
ion boss Derek Robinson, 
who died recently - is what 
the Press were saying at the 
time. 

But I gained a very differ¬ 
ent view of industrial rela¬ 
tions at Leyland, especially 
involving him and his ilk, 
when I was a research en¬ 
gineer at Birmingham Uni¬ 
versity. 

A group of managers from 
that company were watch¬ 
ing me monitoring the per¬ 
formance of a machine tool 
as it was pushed beyond its 
normal limits. 

I heard one of them say 
that because the production 
line was producing more 
cars than required, they’d 
just have to upset a shop 
steward to halt it. 

“That’s a good ‘un,” I 
said, turning to laugh with 
them. 

“He thinks I’m joking,” 
said one of the group. And 
none of them were smiling. 

ROBERT ASTON 

Coseley 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Time we got tough 
on criminal carers 

AT Action on Elder Abuse, we were pleased to read about a 
very unusual outcome to a court case in your newspaper: a 
person who steals from vulnerable older people actually re¬ 
ceiving a punishment that fits the crime. Janice Leverett, 
a carer who stole £5,000 from three older people she was 
supposed to be caring for has been given 32 months’ jail. 

What your readers may not realise is that this is very rare 
indeed. Most of those who steal from older people receive 
only flimsy punishments such as suspended sentences, and 
indeed, most such cases don’t make it to court at all. 

If this situation is to change, elder abuse must be made 
an aggravated offence in order to empower our legal system 
to issue punishments that fit the crime. 

STEPHEN MCCARTHY 
Action on Elder Abuse 







REPLACEMENT 
KITCHEN DOORS 

FROM £10.00* 


LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC’S 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 


Hnteria 


Call now for your FREE SURVEY 


0121 505 1132 


KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT, 
SINK, TOILET & SOFT CLOSE 
SEAT, TOILET UNIT 


ON ALL FULLY 
INSTALLED 
KITCHENS & 
BATHROOMS * 


FULL BATHROOM SUITE 
BASIN, BATH, 
TOILET & SOFT 
CLOSE SEAT 


LESS ABLED 

BATH TO SHOWER 
CONVERSIONS 
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Windows 
Composite Doors 
Porches 
Patio Doors 
Conservatories 
Window & Door 
Repairs 
Fascias/ 
Guttering 
Building Work 
Misted-up Units 


***<44 


Window Warehouse 
(Sandwell) Ltd 

Established over 20 years 

Tel: 01215442222 


FOR FITTING IN JANUARY 2018 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP www.window-warehouse.com 

email windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm Sat 8am-1pm 


...Sop could <give Vio»*ele« do^s 
IiVlc a CVpristvwas 
New Ye<or dowev* 
to u$ 

$tt\ loved 

ooumK 
or TOCT 

FEED33 £1 - £5 
or £10 to 70070* 

CALL 

0121 643 5211 

rr post 

Birmingham Dogs Home, Sun- 
nyside Centre, 

Dark Lane, Cross Green, 
Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 




^Birmingham 

Dogs 

"Home 

Sunnystde 


m 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 

Giving stray doys happier torncrrovus 
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Bus lane rakes in £l.3m 



A taxi in New Street, West Bromwich, where a bus lane has generated £1.3 million in fines in one year 


s Dog owner's 
call for action 
over disease 

A HEARTBROKEN dog owner has 
said he does not want his beloved dog 
to be ‘just another statistic’ as the 
number of cases of Alabama Rot rises. 

The death of Philip Richardson’s 
rescue dog, Jake, in Cannock takes 
the number of cases of the rare deadly 
disease to 109 since it was first de¬ 
tected in the UK in 2012. 

He is one of six dogs who have lost 
their lives to the disease across the 
UK since May, according to Vets- 
4Pets. They said there has been one 
confirmed case in Cannock, although 
Staffordshire Police have said there 
were thought to have been three sus¬ 
pected cases in the Cannock Chase 
area and warned dog owners to be 
aware of the symptoms. 

The other cases listed by Vets4Pets 
were in Frilsham in Berkshire, Little 
Lever in Bolton, Rugby in Warwick¬ 
shire, Torquay in Devon and Chorley 
in Lancashire. 

There is no known cause for the 
disease, which is extremely rare, but 
Mr Richardson wants action to be 
taken to advise dog owners on how 
to avoid it. Experts say treatment is 
only successful in around 20 per cent 
of cases. Anyone with concerns has 
been advised to contact their vet. 

Queen Mother 
in the spotlight 

BRITAIN’S best loved Royal, the late 
Queen Mother, is the subject of the 
last talk before Christmas at the West 
Bromwich Institute, on Tuesday. 

And one of the Institute’s best loved 
lecturers, historian Mary Bodfish, will 
be telling her remarkable story. 

Starting at 7.30 at the West Brom¬ 
wich Central Library, the talk will be 
followed by a glass of wine and mince 
pies. More details are available on 
https://wbiltd.wordpress.com. 


MORE than £1.3 million has 
been brought in from a single 
bus lane in just one year. 

A staggering 61,712 fines were 
handed out to drivers who cut 
through the bus zone in New 
Street, West Bromwich -which 
works out at 175 every day on av¬ 
erage. 

Drivers have continued to be caught 
out in their droves in the pedestri¬ 
anised zone. 

Cameras were switched on last De¬ 
cember and motorists were warned 
they would be made to pay if they ig¬ 
nored the restrictions. 

They were brought in as a ‘last 
resort’ to try and get the message 
through to drivers who were holding 
up buses and taxis by using the zone 
as a short cut. 

Issued 

Despite more than 60,000 fines 
being dished out, council bosses in¬ 
sisted the number of people using the 
bus lane is falling and the message is 
slowly getting across. 

The rate has slowed since June 
when almost £1 million worth of fines 
had been issued - leading to it being 
dubbed the £1 million bus lane. 

Drivers who cut through the zone, 
outside New Square shopping centre 
and Sandwell College’s Sixth Form 
Centre, face fines of up to £90. 

Only buses, Hackney carriage 
taxis and cyclists are allowed to pass 
through. 

Initial fines are £60, but if paid 
within 14 days the total will be re¬ 
duced to £30. After the 14-day period 
the charge will stay at £60 and if it has 


still not been paid within 28 days it 
will rise to £90. 

Sandwell Council has received a 
total of £1,326,485 from fines. 

Councillor David Hosell, highways 
boss at Sandwell Council, said: “Since 
the cameras were introduced we’ve 


seen a dramatic drop in the number of 
drivers entering the bus gate. 

“The cameras have achieved what 
we wanted them to and the area is 
now much safer for pedestrians and 
congestion around the bus station is 
reduced. We would much rather driv¬ 


ers follow the rules and not receive a 
penalty but if you contravene a rule 
while driving in a bus lane, you should 
expect to receive a penalty if caught.” 

“Money raised under this scheme 
goes towards local highway safety is¬ 
sues and projects.” 


New calls 
in the Little 
Mix at club 

MECCA Oldbury is excited to an¬ 
nounce the launch of a new very spe¬ 
cial event - Bonkers Bingo, which will 
see bingo calls back in club, but with 
a new 21st century twist. 

For one night only on Saturday De¬ 
cember 23, from 9.30pm, the team at 
Mecca Oldbury is inviting you into the 
mad house to experience what is set to 
be a wild night of fun mixed with the 
traditional elements of bingo. 

It’s out with the old and in with the 
new calls, which reference the latest 
trends and the hottest celebrities. 
Among the updated options is Little 
Mix for number six and Netflix and 
Chill for the naughty number 69. 

Bingo fans can expect a night of 
fun, food and cocktails with shots, 
beers and burgers available through¬ 
out the evening whilst cheering along 
to the new bingo calls. There will also 
be a great selection of prizes up for 
grabs throughout the night as well as 
a DJ to have you dancing with your 
dabbers in the air! 

To purchase tickets or to find out 
more about Bonkers Bingo, visit: 
https://www.skiddle.com/whats-on/ 
Birmingham/M ecca-Bingo-Club/ 
Bonkers-Bingo-Oldbury/13084716/ 
venue.html. Doors open at 9.30pm till 
12.30am. 

To attend a Mecca Club you do need 
to be aged 18 years or over. 

Fire-hit site of 
foundry cleared 

THE site of a former historic foundry 
in Smethwick has been cleared after 
demolition. Incanite Foundries Ltd, 
in Cornwall Road, had stood in a dere¬ 
lict state since being gutted by a huge 
blaze last year. New Northern Ireland 
owners Ballyvesey Holdings Ltd, said 
they are now ready to breathe new 
life into the area after its demolition. 



inter and 


IT decision this 
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T Cleaning Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways 
cleaning available. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


iiiiiii 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JANUARY INSTALLATIONS 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 




Halesowen B62 9LS 


O pe n\Wee kd ays: <9a m\toI5 *30 p m 



















































Second City derby match 
troublemakers sought 


IMAGES of more than 70 fans 
suspected of being involved 
in trouble during the derby 
match between Birmingham 
and Aston Villa are to be re¬ 
leased by police. 

Officers want to identify dozens 
of people thought to have been 
involved in disorder that marred 
the goalless Second City derby in 
October, which was overshadowed 
by clappers handed to fans being 
thrown onto the pitch. 

The first 10 images have been re¬ 
leased by West Midlands Police. 

Another 64 will follow in the com¬ 
ing days as officers in the force’s foot¬ 
ball unit warned - “we are coming for 
you.” 

The wanted supporters have been 
identified through CCTV footage 
taken from Birmingham’s St Andrew’s 
ground and detectives are appealing 
for anyone who recognises them to get 
in touch. 

Information 

Superintendent Nick Rowe, who is 
in charge of the Football Unit, said 
that it was hoped to eliminate prob¬ 
lems among a small faction of fans: 
“Our inquiries are ongoing and we 
would urge anyone who witnessed this 
disorder, or anyone who can identify 
those involved, to contact us immedi¬ 
ately with information. 

“Families attend these football 
games, some with young children who 
do not want their kids seeing this kind 
of behaviour. 

“Those involved may think this has 
been forgotten and we have moved on, 
they could not be more wrong. 

“We have a team working on identi¬ 
fying those involved. 

“This is the first wave of the inves- 



A picture released by police, the first ten fans who are being sought 

tigation and there will be more people selves get in contact now as we will be 
identified in the next few months. out looking for them at the forthcom- 
“We would like to praise those fans ing matches or they will get a knock 
that did behave and reassure them on the door from us when they least 
that action will be taken against those expect it. 

who were involved in the disorder “The message is really clear, we are 
that they will be actively pursued and coming for you.” 
where appropriate will be prosecuted Anyone with information is asked 
and banning orders considered. to email FORCE_FOOTBALL@ 

“If anyone does recognise them- west-midlands.pnn.police.uk. 





THE ORIGINAL 

Stored For 

EVERY DAY FROM 2nd DECEMBER THROUGH TO CHRISTMAS EVE 

All trips depart from The International Convention Centre 

Every child receives a gift, babies under 12 months go free and 
we do not allow unaccompanied adults! 

PRICES HELD FOR 2017 

Tickets £9.50 each 
Parties Special Price £8.50 each 

(of 15 people or more) Booking is essential to avoid disappointment 
It’s never too early - it could be too late! 

DO YOU FANCY A CHRISTMAS PARTY WITH A DIFFERENCE? 

Then why not book on one of our boats! dates available for December, call for more info 

Telephone 0121 455 6163 /0121 454 5367 ^ 

Email: email@sherbornewharf.co.uk 
Web: http//www.sherbornewharf.co.uk 
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SNOW LION 
& RED QUEEN 

SAT16TH DEC 
11AM-4PM 


MEET 

PADDINGTON 

BEAR 

SUN 17THDEC 
11AM-4PM 


GROTTO 
£5 PER CHILD 

INCLUDING 

GIFT 
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New Market Hall, Great Bridge Market, 

Kings Square, West Bromwich - Town Centre Car Park 

Open Monday to Saturday until Christmas Wednesdays and Saturdays 

(including Christmas Eve) 

Re-opens 27 December 201 7 Wednesbury Market, 

West Bromwich High St Market 

-Open Monday to Saturday 
(including Christmas Eve) 

Re-opens 27 December 2017 

Oldbury Market 

Adjacent Sainsbury’s 

Mondays,Tuesdays, Wednesday, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 


All Markets are closed on 
25 and 26 December 
plus 1 January 2018. 

For details of opening times, 
contact the 
Markets Manager on 
553 3074 




Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 


SHOPPING, FOOD, FASHION, MOVIES, 
EVENTS, AND SO MUCH MORE. 

newsquarewestbromwich.co.uk ooo© 


SANTA'S GROTTO 

25TH NOVEMBER - 24TH DECEMBER 
NEW SQUARE, WEST BROMWICH 


See website for individual opening times 


WEST BROMWICH 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Growing business is clearly a 
favourite with its customers 


Commercial feature_ 

MARKET leading Stourbridge double 
glazing business Carera Windows has 
fitted more than half a million quality 
windows and doors over the past 28 
years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide a 
level of customer service that is second to 
none. 

More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 




Attractive doors and windows complement the room setting 


authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 
Monday to Friday. 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 


using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors ,sliding 
patio doors , french double doors and porches 
Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 
the business across the country. 


Claire Stockley (Sales) and Dan Butcher (Business) 

Carera prides itself on offering honest and 
professional expert advice, installing 100 per 
cent high quality products, sensible prices and 
outstanding customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 
aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 


CONTACT US 

Company: Carera Windows 
Address: 24 Junction Road, Audnam, 
Stourbridge, DY8 4YJ 
Phone: 01384 442490 
Website: www.carerawindows.co.uk 




CARERA 



Visit our large beautiful 
[ showroom with all products on 
L (display for a warm welcome 

Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it opened in 1989. Call them now for your 
FREE no obligation quotations. Our visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes 


Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 

includes: © Brick Built Base/ 
Dwarfwall © Heating Systems 
e Electrics © Tiled Flooring 
© Window & Door Blinds 



Introducing the 
next generation of 
windows and doors. 


Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 




The Lugano Collection 

These world class products meet the 
highest standards of performance. 

These include all the features 
that today's homeowners want. 
Outstanding energy efficiency, 
sound insulation, superb security, 
easy maintenance and long life. 



© Top Quality A Rated 
Products At Great Prices 

© Yale Locking Systems 

© Swish Window 
& Door Systems 

© No Deposit Required 

© Payment On Completion 
/ Satisfaction 

© Full 10 Year Guarantee 


© 28 Years Trading - 
Same Owner 


01384 442 



www.carerawindows.co.uk 

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 


















































Police crack down on 
drink and drug drivers 



Police targeted motorists on Charles Street on the first day of a crackdown 

Museum gets season started 


POLICE have launched a 
crackdown on drink and drug 
driving ahead of Christmas 
on Black Country streets. 

Officers pulled over drivers for 
spot checks on the roads of West 
Bromwich during the first day of 
the month-long campaign. 

They were tested for alcohol and 
drugs, while their vehicles were also 
checked to see if they were legal - with 
a number being seized. 

West Midlands Police Inspector Jack 
Boardman, who led the operation, 
warned motorists to ensure they did 
not drive over the limit. 

The operation - targeting ‘morn¬ 
ing after drunks’ - was conducted on 
Charles Street, where drivers were 
randomly pulled over for checks from 
that road and the adjoining Great 
Bridge Street. 

Drivers were assessed by police and 
their vehicles were checked for insur¬ 
ance, MOT and tax. 

A number were seized by police for 
failing to have insurance, with recov¬ 
ery lorries called in to take them away. 

Motorists were also pulled over for 
using their mobile phones while driv¬ 
ing and not wearing a seatbelt. Insp 
Boardman said: “At the this time of 
year there will be events like office 
parties and family dos where people 
will consume alcohol and will choose 
to drive every morning, probably una¬ 
ware of how much is in their system.” 

During yesterday’s operation, 44 
vehicles were pulled over and 25 peo¬ 
ple were checked. Twelve tickets were 
handed out, 10 for no seatbelt, two for 
driving whilst using mobile phone. 

Five cars were seized, four with no 
insurance and one prohibited. 

Three drivers were breathalysed - 
all tested negative. 


STAFF at Wednesbury Museum and 
Art Gallery are preparing for a Christ¬ 
mas season for all ages with some fab¬ 
ulous live performances lined up. 

Hobgoblin Theatre Company re¬ 
turns on Saturday with a performance 
of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, with 
family performances at 11.30am and 
2.30pm lasting about an hour. Jane 
Hanney, museums manager, said: 
“After the performance there may be 


a very special visitor from the North 
Pole to say hello to the children.” The 
show is £5 per person and tickets are 
available from the museum. Booking is 
essential, call 0121 556 0683. 

Grown-ups can enjoy A Soulful 
Christmas, with singer Tom Heyes, in 
the surroundings of the beautiful Vic¬ 
torian painting gallery next Thursday, 
starting at 7pm. Entry is £3 on the 
door and festive nibbles are available 
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WOW!! 

LOOK WHAT WE HAVE DEALT YOU! 

WE HAVE SMASHED THE PRICES EVEN 
FURTHER ON HUNDREDS OF SUITES, 

SOFAS, ARMCHAIRS, DINING SETS, BEDS & 
BEDROOM FURNITURE AND MUCH, MUCH 


MORE! 


[ puisl UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT (AS) 


SASKIA LEATHER 2 SEATER SOFA & ARMCHAIR IN CREAM 


EXTRA LARGE POWER 
LIFT & RISE MOBILITY 
RECLINER CHAIR IN 
GENUINE LEATHER 
WAS £999 60% OFF 
NOW 

£399 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES 


SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
9 x monthly payments 
@ £50 per month 
Total payable = £500 


SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments 
@ £75 per month 
Total payable = £1000 

% 

APR 


BROOKLYN 3 SEATER SOFA 
IN GREY, CHESTNUT 
& CAPPUCCINO 
WAS £979 

now £499 




MYERS KING SIZE OTTOMAN STORAGE 
DIVAN BASE WITH RHAPSODY 
MEMORY FOAM QUALITY 
MATTRESS 

WAS £859 SAVE £500 

now £359 

(DOUBLE & SUPERKING ALSO AVAILABLE) ' 

~ BUNG CRUSHED VELVET 
DOUBLE DIVAN SET 
COMPLETE WITH CRYSTAL 
BUTTONED HEADBOARD 
WAS £599 

NOW HALF PRICE £299 

MAJESTIC EXTRA DEEP ORTHO DIVAN IN LUXURY BELGIAN 
SHINY DAMASK 

3 FT MATTRESS WAS £179 NOW £99 
4‘6 MATTRESS WAS £299 NOW £149 
5 FT MATTRESS WAS £349 NOW £ 174 ,5 ° 




HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 
SINGLE MAH FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


PALERMO 3 SEATER 
& 2 SEATER SOFAS 
IN GENUINE LEATHER 
WAS £1695 
SAVE £1000!! 

NOW 

£695 THE PAIR!! 


HUNDREDS OF ORNATE MIRRORS, 
PRINTS & PICTURES ALL 
MASSIVELY REDUCED TO CLEAR!! 
EXAMPLE: MORRIS BEVELLED 
GILT FRAME MIRROR 
WAS £129 70% OFF 

NOW fcOU 



FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM 


bHc 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 

OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-5.30PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


One of the UK’s Largest 
Stockists of 9ct Gold Jewellery 


VALUE FOR MONEY 




mjrr 

& 

Si 

Xi 

W SELECTION OF ^ 
W SECONDHAND 1 
1 GOLD JEWELLERY j 




• Payment Plan now available 
up to Christmas Eve 



KM 

0121556 6868 mjor$ 
15 Market Place, Wednesbury. WS10 7AY 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 


Take No Longer Than 



■ 



www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk f Lj 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f ^0 
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Safer 6 is 
in action 
across 
the town 

THE Sandwell Safer 6 
team brought safety advice, 
crime prevention and litter 
clean-ups to Wednesbury 
during the fifth week of the 
autumn campaign. 

The week launched with 
an information roadshow 
in the town centre organ¬ 
ised by Wednesbury Local 
office. Shoppers received 
advice on anything from 
security, recycling and fos¬ 
tering to how to spot and 
report a cannabis factory. 

Fire crews held a chip 
pan fire demonstration, 
the Youth Bus promoted 
activities for young people, 
Litterwatch carried out a 
litter-pick and Riverside 
Housing, Connexions, 
DECCA, Sandwell Librar¬ 
ies and others promoted 
their services. 

Sandwell Crime Preven¬ 
tion Panel volunteers spoke 
to around 100 people, giv¬ 
ing out 62 purse bells, 60 
door packs, 58 card shield 
sleeves, 52 ‘no caller at 
the door’ cards, 24 secu¬ 
rity cords, 16 door viewers 
and 11 security whistles/ 
torches. 

Offenders doing un¬ 
paid Community Payback 
cleared dumped rubbish 
and overgrown areas at 
Wallface, Hill Top, follow¬ 
ing reports from residents 
and councillors. They also 
cleared overgrown shrubs 
at the pedestrian under¬ 
pass and cycle route in 
Dudley Street. 


FOCUS ON WEDNESBURY 


Bevan speeds ahead to 
bodybuilding accolade 



Bevan Group Sales Director Roy Shelton, with trophy, is flanked by colleagues Mar- 
tyn Reeves and Daniel Bevan. Also pictured are Commercial Motor Editor Will Shiers, 
left, and Sales Manager Richard Bennett, and event host, comedian Nick Page, right 



Bevan’s move to the new base in Wed- Reaching new heights - Jewson is a 
nesbury has increased efficiency long-established Bevan Group customer 


THE fast-growing Bevan Group has become 
the first winner of a prestigious new award 
for commercial vehicle bodybuilders. 

Strong commitments to innovation and customer 
service were instrumental to its success. Wednes- 
bury-based Bevan’s achievement in landing Com¬ 
mercial Motor magazine’s inaugural Bodybuilder of 
the Year title set the seal on a memorable 2017. 


The year also marked the 
company’s 40th anniver¬ 
sary. There were 12 catego¬ 
ries at the 2017 Commercial 
Motor Awards, and the new 
one for Bodybuilder of the 
Year attracted more entries 
than any other. The winners 
were announced during a 
night held at The Vox Cen¬ 
tre, Birmingham. 

Transport industry ex¬ 
perts on the judging panel 
hailed the quality and 
breadth of Bevan’s submis¬ 
sion, which was backed by 
an impressive case study 
based on the firm’s part¬ 
nership with infrastructure 
group Amey. 

Focusing on Bevan’s 
pioneering Sky Hook fall 
prevention system and 
Safe-T-Drop rails for drop- 
side bodies, one judge said: 
“The safety innovations 
are not only clever, but also 
offer great benefits for both 
employers and operators in 


By Simon Penfold 


order to work in a safe en¬ 
vironment.” Bevan Group 
managing director Anthony 
Bevan said: “This fantastic 
achievement underlines the 
quality not only of our prod¬ 
ucts, but also of the highly 
professional and commit¬ 
ted team I am privileged to 
lead.” 

The Bevan Group em¬ 
ploys more than 300 peo¬ 
ple in the Black Country 
and St Helens and operates 
from a new headquarters 
in Wednesbury, a second 
location in the town, and 
other production facilities in 
Halesowen, Oldbury, and St 
Helens, on Merseyside. 

The family-owned com¬ 
pany manufactures more 
than 60 truck and van bod¬ 
ies each week, for some of 
the biggest names on UK 
roads. 


Children get tips 
on staying safe 



Councillor Simon Hackett with headteacher Phillip 
Butcher and pupils Alarna - chair of school council, Alfie 
- lead buddy, Ellie-May- head girl and Dylan - head boy 

EXPERTS from Sandwell Council and West Midlands po¬ 
lice have been giving children at Priory Primary School, in 
Wednesbury, tips on staying safe. 

This is part of a programme where more than 10,000 
schoolchildren across Sandwell have attended special safe¬ 
guarding days to ensure that they understand the dangers 
they may face as they grow older. 

The safeguarding days which are aimed at pupils from 
year five to 11, have been attended by Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil’s anti-social behaviour team who have joined up with 
partners West Midlands Police, DECCA (Drug Education, 
Counselling and Confidential Advice) and REWIND. 

Through interactive sessions, group work and school 
assemblies, the safeguarding days have been hugely suc¬ 
cessful with pupils receiving specialised advice on a range 
of issues including the dangers of alcohol, cigarettes and 
drugs, the consequences of anti-social behaviour and is¬ 
sues around racism, community cohesion, extremism and 
criminal behaviour. 

Children’s services chief, Councillor Simon Hackett, 
attended the safeguarding day. He said: “I spent the day 
with staff and pupils and saw the impact these sessions 
had.The children got really involved and learned a lot 
about the dangers of drugs and alcohol, keeping safe and 
how their behaviour impacts others.” 

Headteacher at Priory Primary School, Phillip Butcher, 
said: “It is important that our pupils at our school carry 
forward the values that we practice in school daily, into the 
wider community. By working with various agencies our 
children have learned pertinent information about what 
it means to be safe. This will hopefully ensure our pupils 
are better informed; thus enabling them to become more 
positive and active members of our local community.” 


Steve Choice Meats 

is closed until further notice. 

Unfortunately, 

Stephen Jeavons passed away on 
Sunday 19th November 2017. 

Steve has served the community 
for years. 

Always happy to help everyone. 

Wishing Steve’s family 
kind thoughts through this 
difficult time. 


Establm 



Wished 1954 

Local 

and 

National 

Delivery 

Service 


- - 

TELEPHONE 
ORDERS WELCOME 

100 CrankhaCC Lane, Wednesbury 

Telcpftone: 

0121 556 0531 

Most major credit cards accepted 



Prom dresses from £125 - £450 
Interest free payment scheme 
Schools list’s, we guarantee not to 
duplicate dresses 

Dresses are steamed before collect, 
near to prom evenings 
In house seamstress 
Hoops from £ 10, Tiaras from £ 15 


\idal 


tmcm/y 


10% OFF 




WE OFFER A FULL RANGE OF 


• BIRD/PIGEON FEED • RABBIT FEED 
• CHICKEN FEED • HORSE FEED 
• DOG FOOD 


145 Potters Lane, Wednesbury, 
West Midlands. WSIO OAT 

0121 556 1497 

www.cosworthstudfeeds.co.uk 



H*VER5RlOGOR 

Repairs 


BOOK IN FOR A WINTER SERVICE 


4 GaugeWheel Alignment 
M0T/S5) 



Best Quality 
Workmanship 
Guaranteed 

Unit 13 Potters Lane, (Opposite Perry Street) 
Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 OAT 

T: 0121 502 3180 

E: info@hayersmotorrepairs.co.uk 
www.hayersmotorrepairs.co.uk 


25 years 
experience 




m 
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Saturday 


Baroness Memory 4'6" U 

Double Mattress and base set 

Memory foam layer gives an ultimate comfort 
sleep system that reduces pressure points on 
the body, for a better night's sleep. 

Headboard available at extra cost, 

Accessories not included. 


U4W- 


IN STOCK TO 
.TAKE AWAY 


GALAXY 

A hard-wearing 
versatile Berber 
available in a range 
of modern colours. 


FROM 

ONLY 

C7.16 


We offer a fabulous 
range of vinyl, in various 
qualities, decors and 
widths. 


\A. CARPETS 


FROM 

ONLY 


REGULAR 


FROM 

ONLY 


LARGE 


p l-US AN EXTRA 


FREE 


STRIPES 

FROM ONLY 

£ 5-2 7 


UnHed 

CARPETS 


21 Upper High Street Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
Telephone 0121 5056679 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 

Opening Hours: Mon 9am-8pm, Tues-Sat 9am-6pm / 

Thur late night 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 


G# 


SHOP: IN STORE/ONLINE/MOBILE 


■ TRUSTPILOT □□□□□ 


Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate 
wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in photos may vary slightly due to print quality. United Carpets accept no responsibility for printing errors, "Free fitting in time 
tor Christmas with all orders placed before the 22nd December. tUnited Carpets Woodfloor and Beds acts as a credit broker and only offers credit products for Secure Trust Bank PLC trading 
as VI2 Retail Finance Ltd, all Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by United Carpets Woodfloor and Beds. Minimum order applies. ✓'Trustpilot review was correct 
at time of printing. 
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“Tornado jail 
teams called 
out a total 
of 580 times 

AN elite group of specially-trained 
prison officers had to be deployed to 
jails in England and Wales 580 times 
last year, including to one of the most 
serious riots of recent times in Bir¬ 
mingham, new figures show. 

Members of the crack National 
Tactical Response Group were sent to 
incidents ranging from the full-scale 
riot that gripped Birmingham’s Win- 
son Green jail, to hostage situations, 
and “incidents at height”. 

Figures released by the Ministry of 
Justice after an FOI request show the 
tempo of call-outs to prisons has in¬ 
creased year-on-year. 

Separately, figures showed deploy¬ 
ments of the so-called Tornado teams 
- which are separate to NTRG - hap¬ 
pened 19 times last year. That figure 
compared to 15 occasions in 2015 and 
seven call-outs in 2010. 

The teams were sent in to the Bir¬ 
mingham prison riot and disorder at 
other jails, but also as back-up for 
“lock-down searches”. 

Five prison inmates who acted as 
‘ringleaders’ in last December’s riot 
at HMP Birmingham were jailed for 
36 years in October. 

The 12 hour riot at Winson Green 
saw hundreds of prisoners escape and 
caused an estimated £3 million worth 
of damage. Staff offices were gutted 
in fires, computer equipment was 
destroyed, windows and lights were 
smashed and paint thrown across 
rooms in what was the worst prison 
disorder in the UK since the 1990 
Strange ways riot. 

The Prison Officers’ Association 
said today’s figures showed the “re¬ 
ality” of prisons needing national 
support “to maintain security and 
control” after what it claimed were 
“year-on-year budget cuts”. The fig¬ 
ures do not include more recent prob¬ 
lems with disorder. 


Three Degrees statue 
is finally on the way 


A STATUE honouring West Bromwich Albion’s legendary Three 
Degrees’ is finally set to be unveiled in the coming months. 

The man behind the ‘celebration statue’ project, Jim Cadman, said that 
work on the bronze - featuring Baggies heroes Laurie Cunningham, Bren- 
don Batson and Cyrille Regis - is likely to be completed in two months 
time. He said he hoped the long-delayed £220,000 statue would be in place 
in West Bromwich ‘before the end of the season’. 


Its exact location has not yet been 
confirmed, although it was originally 
earmarked for the town’s New Square 
shopping centre. Plans for the statue, 
which has been cast by renowned sculp¬ 
tor Graham Ibbeson, were first revealed 
more than five years ago. Organisers say 
they have met delays due to problems 
raising the £220,000 required for it, and 
Mr Cadman said they were still £38,000 
short of their target. 

He said: “All of the component parts 
for the celebration statue have now 
been cast in bronze and are in a London 
foundry ready to be assembled, before 
being transported to a foundry near the 
Hawthorns to be finished and polished 
prior to installation and unveiling. 

Project 

“This remaining work by Graham will 
take around two months to complete but 
before he can start we will need to gen¬ 
erate the additional funds required to 
complete the statue. 

“We are continuing to work on this 
with a target of finishing the project be¬ 
fore the end of the season.” 

He added: “This statue is so impor¬ 
tant. It is not only about football, it’s 
about the cultural and sporting heritage 
of West Bromwich. We are working ex¬ 
tremely hard to get this done.” 

Funding for the project included 
£30,000 from Sandwell Council, as well 


By Pete Madeley _ 

as contributions from Albion fans, the 
Professional Footballers Association, the 
FA, the League Managers Association, 
Kick It Out, the West Bromwich Albion 
Supporters Club and the WBA Former 
Players Association, as well as business¬ 
men in the Black Country. 

Mr Ibbeson was also responsible for 
the bronze statue of Laurie Cunning¬ 
ham that was unveiled near the London 
club’s Matchroom Stadium last week. 

Cunningham rose to prominence in 
the 1970s at a time when racism was 
prevalent in the game, and made his 
debut for Orient in 1974 before joining 
Albion three years later. When he played 
alongside Batson and Regis it was the 
first time any top-flight club had regu¬ 
larly fielded three black players. 

They were dubbed the Three Degrees, 
after the Motown group of the same 
name, by then Albion boss Ron Atkinson. 

Reflecting on the trio at a dinner in 
2015, Atkinson said: “I had all three of 
these at two different clubs. They were 
great role models. They did not go out 
of their way to be that, they just were.” 

Over the years a number of fundrais¬ 
ing events have been held to raise money 
for the statue, including a night hosted 
by Baggies fan and comedian Frank 
Skinner which was held at Birming¬ 
ham’s town hall. 



Cyrille Regis seen in 2015 with a model of the ‘Three Degrees’ statue, featur¬ 
ing himself and former WBA players Brendon Batson and Laurie Cunningham 


Elderly 
woman, 84, 
dies after 
collision 

AN ELDERLY woman died after be¬ 
ing hit by a suspected drink driver in 
a van. The 84-year-old was crossing 
Park Hill near its junction with Coro¬ 
nation Road in Wednesbury when she 
was hit by the van. 

Paramedics battled to save her life 
but she died at the scene and police 
are now appealing for witnesses. 

The 25-year-old driver of the van 
stopped at the scene and was arrested 
on suspicion of driving under the in¬ 
fluence of alcohol and causing death 
by dangerous driving. 

He has been released while officers 
investigate. The crash happened near 
a busy T-junction close to the Post 
Office and The Windmill pub in Coro¬ 
nation Road. 

Sonia Kaur, owner of JS Conven¬ 
ience, spotted a police car parked in 
the street as she left the stop shortly 
after 6.30pm. 

The road, not far from Bescot Sta¬ 
dium rail station, remained blocked 
while emergency services tended to 
the incident, she added. Ms Kaur 
said: “People have been coming into 
the shop and talking about it. It is 
terrible” 

Lynsey Hill, of Aisle of Flowers, said 
she discovered the elderly woman had 
died in the smash after a customer 
told her. She said: “It’s tragic.” 

Sgt Alan Wood, from the West Mid¬ 
lands Police Collision Investigation 
Unit, said: “This investigation is in 
its early stages and we are trying to 
establish exactly what happened. We 
are appealing to anyone who wit¬ 
nessed the collision to contact us. 

“Our thoughts are with the family 
of the woman who lost her life, we un¬ 
derstand what a shock this must have 
been for them and specialist officers 
are supporting them at this difficult 
time.” Anyone with information is 
urged to call police on 101. 


TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. 
There are obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat 
and compact, totally secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list 
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are 
possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door 
manufacturers. You will see, with us you will save yourselves ££££s 
for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality electric operated rolling garage door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space saving, giving you 
extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller garage doors, absolute top quality 
garage door, for lower than 

UK high street DIY retailer 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL NOW 01245 360700 

www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com 




Cyprus Winter Sun 


Departing Wednesday 21 Feb 

from Birmingham (BHX) 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Paphos incl. transfers 

✓ Luggage allowance (1 piece of hold luggage pp) 

✓ 7 nights DBB at the Dionysos Central Hotel, 
Paphos 

l/ 1 glass of wine or beer plus tea and coffee 
served with dinner 

✓ Services of an English-speaking representative 


Madeira 

Pearl of the Atlantic 

Departing Monday 5 Mar 

from Birmingham (BHX) 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Madeira incl. transfers 

✓ Luggage allowance (1 piece of hold luggage pp) 

✓ 7 nights all inclusive at the Hotel Raga, Funchal 
(breakfast, lunch, dinner, afternoon tea/coffee 
and cake and selected drinks during meals) 

✓ Services of an English-speaking representative 


8 Days 

only 

by Air 

£ 781 


8 Days 

| only 

by Air 

£ 714 


Prices correct at the time of publication, subject to fluctuation and availability. The final price will depend on your chosen airport, airline and flight time. Air holiday operated by 
Omega Holidays under ATOL No.6081. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin 
room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please cal 


or visit online at: 


“'call: 03300 130 051 Quote OMRT 

omegabreaks.com/RT minutes packages oth 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 




































Boxes boost for mission to 
help children across the globe 


GENEROUS folk have donated 
thousands of boxes for the an¬ 
nual Operation Christmas Child 
mission. 

A new Black Country team of 
volunteers has been set up this 
year. 

It has brought together former 
individual teams from the areas 
of Dudley, Kidderminster and 
Wolverhampton. 

About 12,000 donations were 
received ahead of the deadline. 


By David Cosgrove 

The boxes will now be sent to 
children in need a' the world. 

Volunteer Di Martin-Sum¬ 
mers said: “It’s been going well 
but we’re just hoping for a few 
more volunteers to join us to 
help out. 

“The children that are going 
to receive these boxes will really 
benefit from them. 

“We’ve had about 12,000 


come in from across the Black 
Country, which is really good.” 

Anyone who wants to volun¬ 
teer should either call Di Mar¬ 
tin-Summers on 07886 907888 
or visit the warehouse in Powke 
Lane, Cradley Heath, which is 
situated opposite the IMO car 
wash. 

It is open from Monday to 
Friday, 10am to 4pm, as well 
as Monday to Thursday, 7pm to 
9pm. 


Worker to pay £2,500 
on illegal tobacco haul 

A SHOPWORKER has been ordered to pay almost £2,500 
and handed an eight-week curfew after trading standards 
found hundreds of illegal cigarettes for sale. 

Amar Mohmoud Hussein, aged 43, was caught by officers 
at International Foods in West Bromwich High Street. 

Hussein, of Welford Road, Birmingham, pleaded guilty at 
Wolverhampton Magistrates Court to 17 offences in total 
- 13 for supplying tobacco products without the correct 
health warnings and four for supplying tobacco products 
with a false trademark. 

Prosecuting, Mr Alexander Barnfield said the retail value 
of the counterfeit hand-rolling tobacco found was £360 and 
the cigarettes £2,730. 

Hussein admitted possessing goods without warnings 
as required by Regulation 7 of the Tobacco and Related 
Products Regulations 2016. 


Developer 
Richardson 
is first to 
get honour 

By Simon Stone 


LEGENDARY Black Country develop¬ 
er and philanthropist Dr Roy Richard¬ 
son will be made an Honorary Free¬ 
man of Sandwell this Saturday. 

Dr Richardson, who is 87, will be given the honour 
in a ceremony at the Council House in Oldbury 

It is the first time a business person has been awarded 
the freedom of Sandwell. Roy has had a relationship with 
Sandwell since the age of 14 when he and his brother Don 
joined their father in his business based in Oldbury. Sadly 
Don passed away in 2007. 

The premises in Dudley Road is still 
in the possession of the business which 
is family owned and run by Roy’s three 
sons. Successfully selling second-hand 
and new commercial vehicles, Roy with 
his brother Don built a strong business 
that enabled them to diversify their in¬ 
terests into commercial development 
during the 1980s. 

With over a million square feet of de¬ 
velopment within the greater Birming¬ 
ham area, schemes like the Merry Hill 
Shopping Centre, the Fort Shopping 
Centre and Star City are landmark 
projects that carry the Richardson footprint which are tes¬ 
tament to the entrepreneurial endeavour and ability that 
has set Roy apart from others. 

Foundation 

Roy acts as an ambassador and patron of the fami¬ 
ly-owned and run multi-million pound investment business 
with interests in a number of countries around the world 
which is still based in Oldbury. 

Not forgetting their roots, the company also supports 
many charities and causes. The Richardson Brothers Foun¬ 
dation supports local and national causes, including Mac¬ 
millan Care and Support, Guide Dogs, Alzheimer’s Society, 
the Save the Children Fund and many other charities and 
sports clubs. 

Given that seven members of the family have had an at¬ 
tachment to the military, it is not surprising that military 
charities have been beneficiaries over several decades. 

Dr Richardson said: “I am immensely proud to have been 
recognised in this way. Particularly to be the first business¬ 
man to receive this honour.” 

Leader of Sandwell Council Steve Eling said: “Roy has 
changed the face of not only the Black Country but the 
wider West Midlands and further afield thanks to his suc¬ 
cess in the development industry. Not only is he a great 
businessman, he’s a real philanthropist.” 

Knights Quest pub to 
carry on after meeting 

A TROUBLE-HIT pub that has been warned by police to 
help call time on violence will keep licence conditions as set 
out at a previous meeting. 

An alleged attack in the toilets at The Knights Quest and 
a mass brawl in the street outside are among ugly incidents 
that West Midlands Police have said were plaguing the pub 
in Blackheath in recent months. 

However, at a licensing sub-committee meeting on Mon¬ 
day it was agreed to endorse a consent order to keep two 
door staff on a Friday and Saturday and for a personal li¬ 
cence holder to be physically on the premises at all times. 

Pub licensee Gerald Lloyd said last week he would ‘con¬ 
centrate on working with the relevant authorities to ensure 
the safest possible environment’. 



Dr Richardson 
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™ ™ “ to start your festive season. 

MANY OTHER OFFERS IN STORE UNTIL 31ST DECEMBER 2017 




Glenfiddich 

Whisky 


These 3 offers 1 day only 9th Dec 2017 
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The Ardmore 
Melt Whisky 


GORDON’S 
PINK GIN 


* ECHO FALLS 
» VODKA 
SUMMER 
BERRIES 


TANQUERAY GIN 
BOMBAY SAPPHIRE, 
EDINBURGH 
RHUBARB & GINGER 
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CIROC PREMIUM 
VODKA VAS 

Warnicks Advocaat 
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Sadlers Peaky Blinders 
Black Spice Rum, 

Irish Whisky, Spiced Dry Gin 




Martini 

Prosecco 



334 Londonderry Road, Oldbury B68 9NB 

Tel:0121 552 3270 

OPENING HOURS Mon-Sat:10.30am-10.30pm Sun:11.00am-10.00 
Limits may apply 



JOIN US ON: 

Like and share our . 

page to keep up (tf) R , 

with latest offers ^ Bangi 

Website www.bandgliquor.co.uk 


Instagram 

LiiJ Bangliquoroldbury 
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Child killer play halted 
after families protest 


A CONTROVERSIAL play 
about the notorious child kill¬ 
ings on Cannock Chase has 
been cancelled following an 
emotional appeal from vic¬ 
tims’ families. 

Peter Sidgwick, chairman of 
Tower Players, sparked uproar by 
announcing he had penned a pro¬ 
duction about murderer Raymond 
Morris, who was convicted of kill¬ 
ing Christine Darby, aged seven 
from Caldmore, in Walsall. 

Morris died at HMP Preston in 2014 
aged 84. He was also highly suspected 
to have claimed the lives of five-year- 
old Diane Tift, from Bloxwich, and 
Margaret Reynolds, six, from Aston, 

Birmingham, whose bodies were found 
nearby. 

Their families spoke out against the 
play encouraging Mr Sidgwick to pull 
the plug on the production, which was 
to be staged at The Prince of Wales 
Theatre in Cannock in May. 

Incredible 

The 70-year-old former teacher said 
he was particularly moved after talk- Evil - child killer Raymond Morris Diane Tift, who was killed in the 1960s 

ing to Susan Upton, aged 63, who is 
Margaret Reynold’s older sister. 

Mr Sidgwick said: “She was incred¬ 
ible. She spoke so movingly, she abso¬ 
lutely blew me away. 

“I have told her that I am no longer 
going to proceed. I didn’t feel I had 
any option. It is the right decision. 

Obviously I thought it was a story of 
interest to the people of Cannock but 
it is not as important as the wishes of 
these people. I am profoundly sorry if I 
caused any upset to the families, it was 
never my intention. I simply wanted to 
tell a story worth telling.” 

Ms Upton said: “We are very re¬ 
lieved he is not going ahead.” 


Yule love it at Oak House 


THE Oak House musuem in West Bro¬ 
mwich is kicking off the festive season 
with a host of Christmas events for all 
ages. 

Over the next two Saturdays chil¬ 
dren can visit Santa in a grotto at the 
house with visits at £2.50 per child. A 
Christmas performance will also be 
put on for children on December 10 
with admission at £6 which includes a 
visit to Santa in his grotto. 


Live music will be taking place for 
adults at the museum’s annual Early 
Music concert with Night Watch on 
Thursday December 14 at 7pm. 

Songs from medieval, Tudor and 
Stuart times are set to be played on 
period instruments with tickets at £6 
for adults and £5 for concessions. 

The Oak House will also host Salva¬ 
tion Army carol concerts on December 
19 and December 21. 



Santa’s all set for a 
very happy valley 



Santa, alias Keith Mallet, of Great Barr, with help from his 
elf Robina Williams, of Oldbury, at Sandwell Park Farm 


THE countdown to Christmas has started at Sandwell Val¬ 
ley Country Park and Santa is now in his grotto. A Christ¬ 
mas circus is also being held as part of Christmas at the 
Valley in Salter’s Lane, West Bromwich, with 4,000 tickets 
already sold and Christmas Eve sold out already. 

Opening times are as follows: Monday - Friday 10am- 
5pm (last admission at 3pm); Saturday and Sunday 10am- 
6pm (last admission at 4pm). Prices are: Adult (12+) £7 
- this includes admission Christmas at the Valley including 
the Christmas Circus; Children (2yrs - llyrs) £11 - this in¬ 
cludes admission to Christmas at the Valley, children’s ac¬ 
tivities, a visit to Santa with gift and the Christmas Circus. 

Under-2s £5 - this includes admission to Christmas at 
the Valley, children’s activities, a visit to Santa with gift 
and the Christmas Circus. Over-60s £4 - this includes ad¬ 
mission to Christmas at the Valley including the Christmas 
Circus. 


Boy's death 
fuels call 
for safety 
measures 


A CAMPAIGN has been launched for a zebra 
crossing and traffic calming measures on a 
busy Wednesbury road where a schoolboy 
was killed. 

Almost 200 residents are demanding safety chang¬ 
es are made to Crankhall Lane. Twelve-year-old As¬ 
ton Soulsby was killed after being hit by a bus last 


year. 

He was struck after fol¬ 
lowing his school friend into 
the road on November 1 and 
became trapped under the 
single-decker vehicle. The 
youngster went into cardiac 
arrest and had to be resus¬ 
citated at the scene before 
being rushed to hospital. He 
was treated at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital but died 
on November 7. 

The campaign has been 
backed by Friar Park coun¬ 
cillor Joy Edis, who said: 
“We have had a lot of trou¬ 
ble in Friar Park with rac¬ 
ing cars and motorbikes. 
Residents have complained 
about the problems.” 

Wednesbury North ward 
councillor Elaine Costigan 
added: “I support anything 
that makes the lives of resi¬ 
dents safer. I know there are 


By Jamie Brassing ton 

a few crossings along there 
but it is such a long road.” 

Some 43 accidents have 
taken place in the Friar 
Park ward over five years, 
resulting in 64 casualties 
and one death. This has re¬ 
sulted in 20mph zones com¬ 
ing into effect on all roads 
in the ward - except for 
Crankhall Lane and Woden 
Road East. 

A total of 33 residents 
have signed a petition 
calling for traffic calming 
measures opposite Lidl and 
Costcutter on the south side 
of the road. A further 166 
want zebra crossings to be 
installed at the top and bot¬ 
tom ends of the road. The 
petitions have been submit¬ 
ted to Sandwell Council’s 
cabinet petitions committee. 
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THE BEST OF MIDLANDS BUSINESS 



IN THE 

REGION'S | 

PREMIER 
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Cyprus Winter Sun Madeira 

Pearl of the Atlantic 


Departing Wednesday 24 Jan 

from Birmingham (BHX) 


Departing Monday 19 Feb 

from Birmingham (BHX) 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Paphos incl. transfers 

✓ Luggage allowance (1 piece of hold luggage pp) 

✓ 7 nights DBB at the Dionysos Central Hotel, 
Paphos 

l/ 1 glass of wine or beer plus tea and coffee 
served with dinner 

✓ Services of an English-speaking representative 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Madeira incl. transfers 

✓ Luggage allowance (1 piece of hold luggage pp) 

✓ 7 nights all inclusive at the Hotel Raga, Funchal 
(breakfast, lunch, dinner, afternoon tea/coffee 
and cake and selected drinks during meals) 

✓ Services of an English-speaking representative 


8 Days 

| only 

by Air 

£ 651 


8 Days 

I only 

by Air 

| £ 734 


Prices correct at the time of publication, subject to fluctuation and availability. The final price will depend on your chosen airport, airline and flight time. Air holiday operated by 
Omega Holidays under ATOL No.6081. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin 
room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03300 130 051 

or visit online at: omegabreaks.com/RT 


Quote OMRT 


i» #ABTA 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 
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Park 
Lane 
T avern 


Carvery 

Served All Day 
Every Day 

Mon — Sat 12pm kill 8pm 
Sunday — 12pm till 7pm 

Between JfKn and 6pm Man ta Saturday 
TWvm A Conditiom apply 


The Park Lane Tavern, Park Lane, 
Colley Gate. B63 2NT. Tel: (01384) 345824 


CHRISTMAS MENUS • NOW AVAILABLE 
Ask staff for more details 
Or visit our website at 
www.theparklanetavern.net 


'All you can eat’ , 
Buffet Style Breakfast A* 

1—IhNy. l abiwi A MoOoy UOw ■ %Mam 


HURRY LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE 
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T here’s Cinderella and Jack 
and the Beanstalk. And 
there’s Peter Pan and Snow 
White. But those looking 
for something different 
for the festive season can 
head to Birmingham’s REP, which is 
producing a unique version of The 101 
Dalmatians. 

Dalmatians Pongo and Missis enjoy an idyllic life with 
their humans, Mr and Mrs Dearly. Then one day, the 
house is filled with the patter of tiny paws when Missis 
gives birth to a litter of adorable puppies. But just as the 
Dearlys get used to their new housemates, the puppies 
mysteriously vanish. 

With the help of the canine community and an Old 
English Sheepdog, Pongo and Missis set out on an 
adventure to find the missing puppies. Their quest leads 
them to the vicious Cruella de Vil. She hates dogs but 
loves fur coats and has set her sights on a certain black 
and white spotty pattern. Will the animals be able to get 
home safely in time for Christmas? 

The new adaptation of Dodie Smith’s delightful 1956 
novel is the perfect festive treat and has been brilliantly 
transformed for the stage by Debbie Isitt, the writer and 
director of the hugely popular Nativity! films. 

Tessa Walker has returned to direct the family favourite 
following her record-breaking 2015 production, The Lion, 
The Witch And The Wardrobe. 

Gloria Onitiri, who plays Cruella, says audiences are in 
for a treat. The show opened at the end of November and 
will run until January 13. 

“It’s great. It’s a real story, it’s not just a fantasy panto, 
and it’s based on a real piece of literature with lots of 
depth. People can expect a bit of a spectacle with plenty 
of morality and right and wrong. It’s great.” 

EXCITING 

Though the production is avowedly not a panto a few 
Christmas rules hold dear - first among them, that such 
shows only work when there’s a great cast. 

Gloria says: “Yes, we’ve got a ridiculously talented 
group of people on stage. It’s a multi-faceted and diverse 
cast with puppeteers, musicians who play multiple 
instruments as well as great singers, dancers and actors. 
It’s exciting. Without having to use lots of pyrotechnics 
- we don’t have to ‘Baz Luhrmann’ it - we’ve created a 
genuine spectacle.” 

The dogs aren’t real. Of course. Though Hollywood 
movie makers might be able to train 101 Dalmatians, the 
REP’s production features an assortment of puppets. 

Gloria laughs. “I think when I got cast if I’d have 
been told it was real dogs, I’d have said no. But the 
puppeteering works really well.” 

The actress, who has previously featured on TV’s 
Doctors, Spamalot, Grass, Porgy and Bess and Bad Girls, 
enjoys playing the show’s villain. 

“Everybody knows the Disney version, but the great 
thing about Cruella is that she’s human. She’s had a 
whole life. So I’ve had to work out where she’s come from 
and why she feels the way she does and why she is so 
mean and awful. What’s she hiding underneath it all? 

“For me, any character you play, you need to do that 
with. You need a 3D character. I like people who are 
challenging. Everyone else would say she’s mad and 
she’s mean - I would say she’s challenging.” 

Gloria has enjoyed a fascinating career in which she’s 
featured in everything from Jack and the Beanstalk to 
Taming of The Shrew and The Tempest. There have 
been plenty of classics - but she’s mixed those with 
productions like The Lion King at The Lyceum. 

“I don’t think it’s just because of the dice. I think the 
diversity has been because I sing as well. I just love a 
good story, whatever is there in front of me, I’ll do it. I 
also think that by keeping myself as broad as I possibly 
can, my skills grow. It’s about longevity and keeping my 
options open. 

“I’m obsessed with language. I studied English at 



It's a dog's life - the cast in 
rehearsals with the puppets 


The dogs in the play arerVtrerdBM 
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university and I’m obsessed with the root of things 
and how stories have changed, not just from English 
culture, but from all cultures. I’ve enjoyed Shakespeare 
- Shakespeare is the mothership. I featured at The 
Globe in Taming of the Shrew, which was phenomenal. 
There’s a tradition that you have to wake up the stage 
before you start a show and we did a bit of drumming 
and all sorts and stood in the famous King’s spot. It was 
the first time my cast had been on the stage and I burst 
into tears because it was so powerful and emotional. It 
just happened. I did not will it. It is an emotional space. 
There are parts of the stage you can do a speech and feel 
comedy will work.” 

Gloria is glad to be back home for 101 Dalmatians. She 
studied at University in Birmingham, leaving in 2006 and 
being too busy to return. “It’s like visiting an old relative. 
I’ve felt wonderful being back here. The REP building is 
just astonishing and everyone is really kind.” 

The REP is getting into the charitable spirit during the 



show by creating a joint fundraising partnership with 
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People. The city centre theatre will 
be raising funds during the run of their production of The 
Hundred and One Dalmatians. 

There are various fundraising activities planned during 
the run of the show, which will help to jointly fundraise 
towards Birmingham Repertory Theatre’s million pound 
campaign REP First and the work of Hearing Dogs for 
Deaf People. 

Twenty pence of every pound raised will go towards the 
work of Hearing Dogs for Deaf People, with the remainder 
going towards REP First initiatives, such as providing 
interpreters for the REP’s youth theatre in order for 
Deaf children and young people to take part, as well as 
allowing the theatre to stage more accessible productions 
for people with a variety of additional support needs. 

Tickets are available from the box office. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 





































It's Grand pantomime 
time again - oh yes it is! 


GRAND pantomime Jack And The Beanstalk 
opens on Saturday to delight family 
audiences in the Midlands throughout the 
festive season and beyond. 

The show features returning favourites from last 
year’s award-winning production of Aladdin - Lisa 
Riley, Doreen Tipton, Ian Adams and Adam C Booth 
- and joining them will be West End and Pop Idol star 
Gareth Gates as Jack. 

Also on stage will be The Bill star Graham Cole as 
the evil Fleshcreep, musical theatre actress Sarah 
Vaughan as the Princess and Julie Paton will play The 
Harp. Also watch out for Daisy the Cow and a very 
hungry giant. 

Lisa Riley captured the hearts of Wolverhampton 
as the Slave of the Ring in last year’s pantomime 
and is back to play Mother Nature. Lisa is a regular 
panellist on ITV’s Loose Women, wowed viewers with 
her twinkle-toes in Strictly Come Dancing and first 
found fame playing Mandy Dingle in the ITV soap 
Emmerdale. 

Black Country internet sensation Doreen Tipton, 
as played by Walsall actress Gill Jordan, has 
graciously accepted the workload in appearing 
alongside Lisa as the Trot family’s lazy next door 
neighbour. Doreen’s original million hit YouTube 


viral success has blossomed into a series of theatre 
tours, a film featuring Robert Plant and Steve Bull, an 
autobiography - which somebody else had to write 
because she couldn’t be bothered - and her own 
online comedy sketch channel called Doreen TV. 

Ian Adams returns to the role of dame, Adam C 
Booth who received great critical acclaim as Wishee 
Washee last year will play Jack’s brother Simple Simon 
and Graham Cole, best-known as PC Tony Stamp in 
The Bill, will be going from good cop to hissable villain. 

Irish actress Sarah Vaughan, who stars alongside 
them as the Princess, has appeared in panto for 
producers Qdos Entertainment numerous times, most 
recently as Cinderella in High Wycombe alongside 
Louie Spence and Linda Robson last year. 

Bradford-raised Gareth Gates was the runner-up 
to Will Young in the first series of Pop Idol and went 
on to find success in theatreland in such shows at 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Les 
Miserables, Legally Blonde and Footloose. 

This year’s panto will again be produced by 
Qdos Entertainment, the world’s biggest pantomime 
producer and the same team behind the annual Grand 
panto for the last two decades. It is being directed by 
David Janson with choreography by Julie Paton. 

The spectacular show will continue at the Grand 
until January 14. 


Rock & roll with 
music legend Roy 

It’s party time with the I Wish 
It Could Be Christmas 
Everyday man... Roy 
Wood, pictured, brings 
his Rock & Roll Band 
to the Robin 2 in 
Bilston on Tuesday. 

The former Move and 
Wizzard hitmaker will be 
performing his hits, from 
Blackberry Way to See My 
Baby Jive, at this concert. Also 
at the Mount Pleasant venue tomorrow (Friday) will 
be a Northern Soul and Motown night featuring 
Angelo Starr, brother of late soul legend Edwin, 
and Lorraine Silver with the Edwin Starr Band. 


Festive concerts at 
Birmingham venues 

Tomorrow evening (Friday) the City of Birmingham 
Choir present their annual performance of Handel’s 
choral masterpiece Messiah at Symphony Hall, 
Birmingham. It’s Christmas with the Overtones at the 
same venue on Saturday night when the vocal group 
perform festive favourites. 

The Salvation Army are in concert twice at Symphony 
Hall on Sunday, at 2.30 and 6pm, and the That’ll Be 
The Day Christmas Show will be rocking around the 
Christmas tree at Birmingham Town Hall on Sunday 
evening. The Choir of St John’s College, Cambridge, 
bring lunchtime Christmas music to Symphony Hall 
on Monday at 1 pm, and in the evening the venue will 
host the festive choral sounds of Harry Christophers 
and The Sixteen with Glory To The Christ Child. 

See thsh.co.uk or call 0121 780 3333. 





£5.95 Every Sunday 


Christmas Day Lunch 
fclCourses 


Phone orders welcome 


Bookings Only 


THE 

BRUNSWICK 

—SuNftAYL unch— 


301 Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury WS10 OQQ Tel: 0121 502 4939 


” THE NEW ' 

HEN & CHICKENS 


ALL FAMILIES 
WELCOME 

Reserving Opening 
Times: 

Monday - Sunday 
12:00pm - 10.30pm 


BOOK YOUR * * 

CHRISTMAS PARTY NOW 


MULTI SCREENS SHOWCASING ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS 

90 Hill Top, West Bromwich B70 ORT | 0121 439 3564 | 
Thenewhenandchicken@hotmail.com 


THE HARRIER 


TRADITIONAL PUB GRUB 

SERVED 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM ‘tPM 


Why not join us for 
our Sunday Carveiy? 
From 1 2pm onwards 

Adult £5.99 
Child £3.99 


CHILDRENS MENU ALSO AVAILABLE 


FREE FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE 

Ideal for business conference, birthdays, christenings, weddings, etc. 


sp=ft POWIS AVENUE, TIPTON DY4 ONF 0121 557 3896 


WAGGON 8c HORSES 


GUEST ALES JOIN OUR NEW lnslalled 

NOW ON SALE cJSsoKm “ 

f <pT Sport Real Ale Public House Church Street, Oldbury B69 3 AD 


10p back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 

Terms and conditions apply. 
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John Noakes: TV Hero 
(BBC2,5.30pm) 

Documentary paying tribute to 
the life and career of John 
Noakes, the Blue Peter 
presenter and TV daredevil 
who died in May this year. 
Hearing from many of his 
colleagues and co-workers - 
both in front of and behind the 
cameras - along with friends 
and family, the programme 
sheds light on Noakes 
reputation as a ‘man of 
action’, cemented by stunts 
including climbing Nelson’s 
Column without a harness, 
achieving a world-record 
breaking five mile free-fall, and 
risking life and limb on the 
Cresta Run. The film also 
illustrates how John hid his true 
personality behind his 
enthusiastic Blue Peter 
persona, considering himself to 
be an ‘ordinary bloke’ at heart. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Nigella: At My Table. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Live Snooker: UK 
Championship. Coverage of the opening 
semi-final. 4.30 Final Score. 5.10 Len 
Goodman’s Partners in Rhyme. 5.40 
BBC News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 
6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Jilly 
Goolden, Oily Smith, Sophie 
Grigson Michael Caines, Fay 
Maschler, Brian Turner, Cyrus 
Todiwala and Tony Singh compete 
in a “food and drink” edition of the 
unorthodox quiz. (R) 

6.45 Strictly Come Dancing. The five 
remaining celebrities and their 
seasoned dancing partners reach 
the semi-final, and take to the 
stage in the studio to once again 
demonstrate their dancing skills. 
All the contestants face a two 
dances apiece as they try to win 
the favour of judges Shirley Balias, 
Bruno Tonioli, Darcey Bussell and 
Craig Revel Horwood - and the 
viewers at home - if they are to be 
in with a chance of winning. Once 
the show is over, voting lines are 
opened, and fans are given a 
chance to have their say over who 
should make it to the final. 

8.20 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. 

The comedian’s Saturday night 
entertainment showcase 
continues, as celebrity couple and 
TV presenting duo Marvin and 
Rochelle Humes both hand over 
their phones for the show’s first- 
ever double Send-to-AII. Pop-rock 
outfit The Vamps perform on¬ 
stage, and Michael showcases 
some of his new material. Plus, an 
extra in an in-production advert 
suddenly finds himself underthe 
spotlight as the Unexpected Star 
of the Show. 

9.20 Casualty. Elle’s unruly teenage 
son Blake gets involved in an off- 
licence robbery, and Max 
continues to make a bad 
impression on would-be 
sweetheart Polly. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Highlights from 
the Premier League, including 
West Ham United v Chelsea at the 
London Stadium and Newcastle 
United v Leicester City. 

11.55 The NFL Show. 

12.25 Film: Someone to Watch Over Me. 
(1987) 2.05 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 2.10 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.15 Holiday of My Lifetime with 
Len Goodman. (R) 7.00 Nature’s 
Weirdest Events. (R) 7.30 Naomi’s 
Nightmares of Nature. 8.00 Deadly 60. 
(R) 8.30 Show Me What You’re Made Of: 
UK. 9.00 Saturday Mash-Up! 11.00 
Penguins on a Plane: Great Animal 
Moves. (R) 12.00 Raymond Blanc: 
Howto Cook Well. (R) 12.30 Tom 
Kerridge’s Best Ever Dishes. (R) 1.00 
Demolition: The Wrecking Crew. (R) 

2.00 Operation Snow Tiger. (R) 3.00 
Escape to the Continent. (R) 4.00 
Mastermind. (R) 4.30 Live Snooker: UK 
Championship. Further coverage of the 
opening semi-final. 5.30 John Noakes: 
TV Hero. 

6.10 BP Confidential. Documentary 
charting Blue Peter’s development 
from a typical children’s magazine 
show into a national institution, 
and an important lynchpin in the 
BBC One schedule. Originally 
broadcast in 1998, as part of the 
show’s 40th anniversary 
celebrations, the programme also 
reveals how taking the helm on 
Blue Peter often led to presenters 
and producers facing unexpected 
personal and professional 
pressures. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 

Coverage of the second semi-final 
on the 11th day at the Barbican 
Centre in York, as the prestigious 
ranking tournament continues. At 
this stage of last year’s event, 
world number one Mark Selby 
dominated fellow Englishman 
Shaun Murphy, winning 6-2 to 
progress to a final against Ronnie 
O’Sullivan. Presented by Hazel 
Irvine, with a commentary team 
that includes Steve Davis, Ken 
Doherty, Stephen Hendry, John 
Parrott, Dennis Taylor and Peter 
Ebdon. Subsequent programmes 
subject to change. 

10.00 Ql XL. Sara Pascoe, Colin Lane 
and Jimmy Carr join regular 
panellist Alan Davies and host 
Sandi Toksvig for an extended 
edition of the quiz show. 

10.45Insert Name Here. Comedy panel 
game in which host Sue Perkins 
asks teams captained by Richard 
Osman and Josh Widdicombe to 
answer questions about famous 
people who share a name. (R) 

11.15 Film: The Cider House Rules. 
(1999) Drama, starring Tobey 
Maguire and Michael Caine. 

1.10 Film: Borrowed Time. (2012)2.40 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Mission 
Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.10 
Ultimate Spider-Man: Web Warriors. 

7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Fangbone. (R) 

8.10 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. 
(R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Thunderbirds Are 
Go. 9.00 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Saturday Morning with 
James Martin. 11.25 Gino’s Italian 
Coastal Escape. (R) 11.50 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 12.50 Thunderbirds Are Go. 
(R) 1.15 ITV News; Weather. 1.25 The X 
Factor: Final. (R) 3.00 Endeavour. (R) 
5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of 
Dogs. The comedian follows the 
work of Battersea Dogs & Cats 
Home in London, meeting staff 
involved in treating, training and 
rehoming animals. (R) 

6.25 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.35 ITV News; Weather. 

6.50 You’ve Been Framed! Harry Hill 
narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring everything from cute 
kids and crazy animals to pranks 
and painful-looking accidents. 

7.15 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara 
host the second semi-final, 
challenging more returning 
contestants to face the infamous 
obstacle course once again. (R) 

8.20 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present the 
celebrity survival challenge, as the 
famous faces’ ordeal in the 
Australian jungle draws close to its 
conclusion. The pair offer viewers 
one last chance to catch up with 
the surviving contestants, all of 
whom will have their hearts set on 
being named King or Dueen of the 
Jungle. 

9.50 Through the Keyhole: I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 

New series. The home-invading 
panel show returns with an “I’m A 
Celebrity...” special. With 
panellists Jimmy Carr, Stacey 
Solomon, Myleene Klass and Tony 
Blackburn. 

10.50 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Film: Shaun of the Dead. (2004) 
Comedy horror, with Simon Pegg. 

12.50 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.05 Trail Running: Skyrunner World 
Series. 6.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 7.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

7.25 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
7.50 Frasier. (R) 8.15 Frasier. (R) 8.45 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 9.10 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 9.40 The Simpsons. 

(R) 10.10 The Simpsons. (R) 10.40 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.10 Film: 12 Dates of 
Christmas. (2011) Romantic fantasy, 
with Amy Smart and Mark-Paul 
Gosselaar. 12.55 Come Dine with Me. 

(R) 1.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.55 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.25 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 3.00 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 3.30 A Place in the Sun: Home or 
Away. (R) 4.30 Best Laid Plans. 5.30 
Grand Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Guy Martin’s WWI Tank. The 
presenter builds a working replica 
of a First World War tank to mark 
the centenary of the Battle of 
Cambrai, and takes his tank 
driving test so he can take his 
creation on to the streets for 
Lincoln’s Remembrance Day 
parade. He also delves into the 
history of the earliest armoured 
vehicles, the soldiers who crewed 
them, and the women who built 
them. (R) 

9.00 Film: X-Men: Days of Future 
Past. (2014) In a future ravaged 
by war, the superhero team makes 
a desperate last stand against a 
force of deadly robots. Their only 
hope is to send Wolverine back in 
time to the 1970s, to join forces 
with an earlier version of the 
X-Men and change the events that 
started the conflict. Superhero 
adventure sequel, starring Hugh 
Jackman, Jennifer Lawrence, 
James McAvoy and Michael 
Fassbender. 

11.35Film: The Drop. (2014) A 

bartender who secretly works for 
gangsters gets involved in a 
robbery gone wrong that digs up 
long-buried secrets. Crime drama, 
starring Tom Hardy. 

1.35 The Last Leg. Adam Hills, Josh 
Widdicombe and Alex Brooker are joined 
by another guest for a comic review of 
the significant moments of the past 
seven days. (R) 2.30 Hollyoaks. 
Omnibus. Prince and Sally help each 
other out, Cindy struggles to trust Dirk, 
and Sami is desperate to help James at 
work. 4.40 Location, Location, Location. 
Helping two first-time buyers in 
Manchester. (R) 5.35 Kirstie’s Handmade 
Christmas. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.45 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.40 Cruising With Jane 
McDonald. 11.50 Film: A Perfect 
Christmas List. (2014) 1.40 Film: A 
Nutcracker Christmas. (2016) Premiere. 
Festive drama, starring Amy Acker. 3.20 
Film: Nativity 3: Dude, Where’s My 
Donkey?! (2014) Premiere. Comedy 
sequel, starring Martin Clunes. 4.20 5 
News Update. 4.25 Film: Nativity 3: 

Dude, Where’s My Donkey?! (2014) 
Concluded. 5.35 Film: The Family Man. 
(2000) Drama, starring Nicolas Cage. 
6.35 5 News Update. 

6.40 Film: The Family Man. (2000) 
Concluded. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Santa Makes You Laugh Out 
Loud. Comedians Zoe Lyons, Ellie 
Taylor and Marlon Davis present a 
seasonal clip show featuring some 
of the funniest Christmas-themed 
videos currently doing the rounds 
online. Among the disastrous 
’Santa fails’, Christmas dinner 
disasters and grumpy dressed-up 
pets, the trio also highlight the 
stories behind popular yuletide 
videos, including the story of the 
bearded shopper who decided to 
play along when a three-year-old 
passer-by mistook him for Father 
Christmas, and Norman the bull 
mastiff, who hates Christmas and 
all associated songs. Narrated by 
lain Lee. (R) 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games. 

9.55 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Peterborough United v Blackburn 
Rovers. 

10.25 NCIS: New Orleans. The captain 
of a private yacht, along with a 
waiter, are murdered onboard the 
vessel, and the NCIS agents 
investigate when it emerges the 
boat belongs to a drug baron. 

11.20 NCIS: New Orleans. Pride goes 
rogue to take down drug baron 
Garcia, and when his NCIS 
colleagues volunteer to help, he 
launches a undercover operation 
that could cost their careers-and 
their lives. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: The 
Craigslist Killer. (2011) 4.40 Cruising 
With Jane McDonald. (R) 5.00 House 
Doctor. (R) 5.20 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Ancient Egypt: Life and Death in the 
Valley of the Kings 8.00 Kolkata with Sue 
Perkins 9.00 Witnesses: A Frozen Death 

10.55 The Vietnam War 11.45 What a 
Performance! Pioneers of Popular 
Entertainment 12.45 Peaky Blinders 3.40 
Close 

ITV2 

12.20 Take Me Out 1.35 Film: 

Beethoven’s Christmas Adventure (2011) 

2.35 FYI Daily 2.40 Film: Beethoven’s 
Christmas Adventure (2011) 3.25 I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 4.55 Film: 
Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang (2010) 
6.00 FYI Daily 6.05 Film: Nanny McPhee 
and the Big Bang (2010) 7.10 Film: The 
Amazing Spider-Man (2012) 8.10 FYI 
Daily 8.15 Film: The Amazing Spider- 
Man (2012) 9.50 Family Guy 10.50 I’m a 
Celebrity: Extra Camp 11.50 Family Guy 

12.20 American Dad! 1.20 Release the 
Hounds 2.15 Viral Tap 2.55 Teleshopping 

5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.35 Film: Columbo: Death Hits the 
Jackpot (1991) 2.40 Sherlock Holmes: 
The Last Vampyre 4.55 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 9.00 Grantchester 11.00 Blue 
Murder 1.05 Wycliffe 2.00 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

I. 15 ITV Racing: Live from Sandown. Ed 
Chamberlin presents coverage of eight 
races. 4.00 Film: The Dam Busters 

(1954) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 Film: The 
Dam Busters (1954) 6.35 Film: Live and 
Let Die (1973) 7.35 FYI Daily 7.40 Film: 
Live and Let Die (1973) 9.00 Film: 
Octopussy (1983) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: Octopussy (1983) 11.40 Film: 
Renegades (1989) 12.40 FYI Daily 12.45 
Film: Renegades (1989) 1.50 Monster 
Carp 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

II. 00 The Big Bang Theory 12.00 Film: 
Marmaduke (2010) 1.45 Rude(ish) Tube 
Shorts 2.00 The Goldbergs 4.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The Impossible 
(2012) 11.10 Gogglebox 1.20 The 
Inbetweeners 2.25 Rude Tube 3.20 First 
Dates Hotel 4.15 How I Met Your Mother 

4.55 Rules of Engagement 
Film4 

11.00 Miracle on 34th Street (1947) 1.00 
Flight of the Navigator (1986) 2.45 
Ramona and Beezus (2010) 4.50 The 
Two Faces of January (2014) 6.40 About 
Time (2013) 9.00 The Wolf of Wall Street 
(2013) 12.30 Underworld: Rise of the 
Lycans (2009) 2.15 Heart of a Dog 
(2015) 3.55 Close 





SOURCE: The Newspaper Society 


Consumer Catalyst 2014 


DVERTISE 


Advertisements in local newspapers and websites are the 
most popular way of keeping an eye on the property market 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 
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David Attenborough 


Attenborough and the Giant 

Elephant 

(BBC1,9pm) 

The naturalist investigates the 
life of Jumbo, a famous 
Victorian elephant, supposedly 
the largestthat ever lived. 
Jumbo arrived in London Zoo in 
1865 and was popular with the 
royal family, but was 
dangerously unhappy in 
captivity. In later life, Jumbo 
would be sold to PT Barnum's 
circus, becoming a celebrity 
before dying under mysterious 
circumstances. Attenborough 
examines Jumbo's remains 
and considers the lives of 
elephants in the wild to learn 
more aboutthe animal's 
difficult life. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Fern Britton Meets Barbara Dickson. 
11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 
1.50 Mary Berry’s Country House 
Secrets. (R) 2.50 Lifeline. 3.00 Songs of 
Praise. 3.35 Film: Toy Story. (1995) 

Pixar animated adventure. 4.50 Blue 
Planet II. (R) 5.50 BBC News. 

6.05 Regional Programme. 

6.15 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison and 
Matt Baker present the show from 
the Norfolk-Suffolk border, 
discovering a conservation effort 
to save two species of animal 
found in the area that are on the 
brink of extinction. Ellie also meets 
a mother and daughter trying to 
make Ipswich safe for hedgehogs 
and Matt meets a farmer who has 
found a way to grow vegetables all 
year round. Plus, a shepherd- 
turned-artists, alpacas with an 
unusual job and a report on animal 
diseases. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Claudia Winkleman and 
Tess Daly reveal the results of last 
night’s viewers’ vote, which will 
decide who is going through to 
next week’s final. 

8.00 Blue Planet II. The impact of 
humans on aquatic wildlife, from 
albatrosses unwittingly feeding 
their offspring plastic to 
communications between animals 
disrupted by noise. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 Attenborough and the Giant 
Elephant. The naturalist 
investigates the life of a Victorian 
elephant, supposedly the largest 
that ever lived, that became 
famous at London zoo and as part 
of PT Barnum’s circus. 

10.00 BBC News. 


10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Manchester United v Manchester 
City, Liverpool v Everton and 
Southampton v Arsenal. 

11.35The Women’s Football Show. A 
look at the biggest issues in the 
women’s game, focusing on 
matters at both club and 
international level. 

12.10 Ronny Chieng: International 
Student. 12.40 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 12.45 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.05 Coast. (R) 7.05 Gardeners’ World. 
(R) 7.35 The Secret History of the British 
Garden. (R) 8.35 Countryfile. (R) 9.30 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.00 Food 
& Drink. (R) 11.30 My Life on a Plate. 

(R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Live 
Snooker: UK Championship. Coverage of 
the opening session of the final from the 
Barbican Centre in York, as the 
tournament widely regarded as the 
second-most prestigious on the calendar 
continues. Subsequent programmes 
subjectto change. 5.15 Ski Sunday. 

6.15 Flog It! Antiques experts James 
Lewis and Caroline Hawley visit 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery where 
they assess aboriginal art and a 
1920s tennis racket. Paul Martin 
presents. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 

Coverage of the second session of 
the final from the Barbican Centre 
in York, where the first player to 
reach 10 frames will be crowned 
champion. Mark Selby held his 
nerve to win the trophy here last 
year for the second time, holding 
off a comeback by Ronnie 
O’Sullivan to prevail 10-7. At 7-2 
ahead the Jester from Leicester 
seemed set for a comfortable 
evening, but the Rocket closed the 
deficit to 8-7, before Selby 
clinched victory in style with two 
centuries to cement his place at 
the top of the world rankings. 
Presented by Hazel Irvine, with a 
commentary team that includes 
Steve Davis, Ken Doherty, Stephen 
Hendry, John Parrott, Dennis 
Taylor and Peter Ebdon. 

11.00Employable Me. Documentary 
following some of Britain’s most 
extraordinary job seekers as they 
prove that having Tourette’s 
syndrome or autism should not 
make them unemployable. (R) 
12.00 Athletics: European Cross Country 
Highlights. Action from the annual 
championships, featuring the men’s and 
women’s races in Samorin, Slovakia. 

1.05 Film: Jo Nesbo’s Headhunters. 

(2011) A corporate headhunter 
moonlights as a thief, but his latest 
robbery leads him to uncover a 
dangerous secret. Crime thriller, starring 
Aksel Hennie and Nikolaj Coster-Waldau. 

2.40 Sign Zone: Question Time. Topical 
debate from Swansea, chaired by David 
Dimbleby, with panelists including Welsh 
Labour Party leader Carwyn Jones and 
TV and radio host Richard Bacon. (R) 

3.40 Holby City. A new arrival in Holby 
sets the wheels of change in motion. (R) 

4.40 This Is BBC Two. 



ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Mission 
Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.10 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 

(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Ben 10. 8.10 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 8.30 Film: Scrambled!: 
Scooby-Doo! Haunted Holidays. (2012) 
9.00 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Best Walks with a View with 
Julia Bradbury. (R) 9.55 The Martin 
Lewis Money Show. (R) 10.25 Save 
Money: Good Food. (R) 11.00 Tipping 
Point. (R) 12.00 Film: Junior. (1994) 
Comedy, starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 2.05 ITV News; 
Weather. 2.15 You’ve Been Framed! 

Gold. (R) 2.45 Midsomer Murders. (R) 

4.40 The Chase. (R) 5.35 Howto Spend 
It Well at Christmas with Phillip 
Schofield. (R) 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Competitors 
from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in this 
obstacle-course challenge. (R) 

8.00 The Chase Celebrity Special. 

Sam Quek, Basil Brush, Andi 
Peters and Charlie Higson answer 
general knowledge questions and 
work as a team to secure a cash 
prize for charity. Presented by 
Bradley Walsh. 

9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present the 
final of the 17th series, as the 
remaining famous faces take on 
one last round of gruelling 
challenges in the Australian jungle. 
Votes from the audience will 
decide who is this year’s most 
popular contestant. Once the 
results are in and the viewers’ 
choice has been revealed, they will 
be crowned as this year’s King or 
Queen of the Jungle, before they 
and their fellow finalists make their 
escape from the jungle and begin 
their long-awaited journey back to 
the comforts of home. Last in the 
series. 

10.35 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 Diamond Geezers and Gold 
Dealers. (R) 

11.50The Detectives: Inside the Major 
Crimes Team. (R) 

12.40 Jackpot247.3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.20 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 6.45 
3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 7.10 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Paul Hollywood: 

A Baker’s Life. (R) 1.00 Film: Evolution. 
(2001) Sci-fi comedy, starring David 
Duchovny. 3.00 Film: The Sorcerer’s 
Apprentice. (2010) Fantasy adventure, 
starring Nicolas Cage. 5.10 The 
Snowman. (R) 5.45 The Snowman and 
the Snowdog. (R) 

6.10 Channel 4 News. 

6.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather 2017. 
Some of the UK’s most unusual 
weather in the past year, including 
catastrophic flooding, tornadoes, 
lightning strikes and record- 
breaking storms. Featuring first¬ 
hand accounts and footage, and a 
look at the scientific explanations 
for these unusual conditions. 

8.00 Coastal Railways with Julie 
Walters. The actress travels on 
the famous Great Western Railway 
to Cornwall. She recalls childhood 
holidays when she stops at 
Torquay before heading to a 
supposedly haunted castle at 
Kingswear. She also uncovers 
tales of smuggling and joins 
members of the RNLI on a practice 
run before visiting an unusual cake 
shop in Penzance. 

9.00 Film: The Second Best Exotic 
Marigold Hotel. (2015) Premiere. 
With the original Best Exotic 
Marigold Hotel a roaring success, 
owner Sonny decides the time is 
right to expand his business 
empire. But to do so, he and 
the rest of the residents must pull 
out all the stops to impress a 
potential investor’s inspector-a 
task that proves to be easier 
said than done. Comedy drama 
sequel, with Dev Patel, Maggie 
Smith, Judi Dench and Richard 
Gere. 

11.30 Film: Unbroken. (2014) An 
Olympic athlete serving in the 
Second World War survives being 
lost at sea and held in a brutal 
PoW camp. Fact-based drama, 
with Jack O’Connell and Domhnall 
Gleeson. 

1.55 Film: Departure. (2015) Premiere. 
Drama, starring Juliet Stevenson. 3.45 
Gillette World Sport. 4.15 KOTV Boxing 
Weekly. 4.40 Grand Designs Australia. A 
couple build a large house on an Adelaide 
hillside. (R) 5.35 Countdown. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.20 Poppy 
Cat. (R) 6.35 Wissper. (R) 6.40 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.45 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 

7.00 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 
7.15 Mofy. 7.20 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 
7.25 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.35 Oily the 
Little White Van. (R) 7.50 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.15 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 8.30 Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 

8.50 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.00 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.10 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.30 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.05 Football on 5: The 
Championship. (R) 11.00 Football on 5: 
Goal Rush. (R) 11.30 Film: The Secret 
Life of Mrs Claus. (2015) 1.10 Film: 
Journey Back to Christmas. (2016) 
Premiere. Festive fantasy, starring 
Candace Cameron Bure. 2.55 Trolls 
Holiday Special. 3.25 5 News Weekend. 

3.30 Film: Pirates of the Caribbean: At 
World’s End. (2007) Fantasy adventure 
sequel, starring Johnny Depp. 4.30 5 
News Update. 4.35 Film: Pirates of the 
Caribbean: At World’s End. (2007) 
Concluded. 

6.45 Film: Need for Speed. (2014) A 
street racer is betrayed by a friend, 
and ends up being framed for 
causing a death during an illegal 
contest. Two years later, he is 
released from prison and returns 
to the underground racing circuit 
with revenge in mind. Action 
adventure based on the video 
game, starring Aaron Paul, 
Dominic Cooper, Imogen Poots 
and Michael Keaton. Edited for 
language and nudity. 

9.00 Film: Chappie. (2015) Premiere. 
Two small-time crooks kidnap the 
inventor of a highly intelligent law- 
enforcement robot. They force him 
to reprogram the android so it will 
help them carry out an audacious 
heist worth $200million, but in 
doing so, incur the wrath of a 
ruthless and corrupt general. Sci-fi 
thriller, starring Sharlto Copley, 
Hugh Jackman and Dev Patel. 
10.005 News Update. 

10.05 Film: Chappie. (2015) Concluded. 
11.20 Film: Resident Evil: Afterlife. 
(2010) Zombie-fighting heroine 
Alice’s search for human survivors 
leads her into a deadly trap. Action 
horror sequel, starring Milla 
Jovovich, Ali Larterand 
Wentworth Miller. 

1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Soap Star Killer: 
Countdown to Murder. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Young, Gifted and 
Classical: The Making of a Maestro 9.00 
Leonora Carrington: The Lost Surrealist 
10.00 The Sky at Night 10.30 Horizon: 
Tim Peake Special - Howto Be an 
Astronaut 11.30 Secret Knowledge: 
Walter Scott’s Castle 12.00 Britain’s Lost 
Waterlands: Escape to Swallows and 
Amazons Country 1.00 Peaky Blinders 
3.55 Close 
ITV2 

12.00 Mr Bean 12.30 Merry Christmas 
Mr Bean 1.00 You’ve Been Framed! With 
Bells On! 1.25 You’ve Been Framed at 
Christmas! 2.00 Take Me Out Celebrity 
Christmas Special 3.05 I’m a Celebrity 
Get Me Out of Here! 4.35 Film: Yogi Bear 
(2010) 5.35 FYI Daily 5.40 Film: Yogi 
Bear (2010) 6.10 Film: Mr Bean’s 
Holiday (2007) 7.10 FYI Daily 7.15 Film: 
Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 8.00 Film: The 
Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift (2006) 
9.00 FYI Daily 9.05 Film: The Fast and 
the Furious: Tokyo Drift (2006) 10.05 
Family Guy 10.35 I’m a Celebrity: Extra 
Camp 11.35 Family Guy 12.05 American 
Dad! 12.35 Film: Carrie (2013) 1.35 FYI 
Daily 1.40 Film: Carrie (2013) 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.45 Film: Columbo Goes to the 
Guillotine (1989) 2.45 Film: Ben-Hur 
(1959) 3.45 FYI Daily 3.50 Film: Ben-Hur 
(1959) 7.00 The History of Mr Polly 9.00 
Endeavour 11.00 Lewis 1.00 The Knock 
3.00 The History of Mr Polly 4.40 On the 
Buses 5.50 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

1.05 Film: The Last Sunset (1961) 2.10 
FYI Daily 2.15 Film: The Last Sunset 
(1961) 3.20 Film: Paranoia (2013) 4.20 
FYI Daily 4.25 Film: Paranoia (2013) 

5.25 Film: The Man with the Golden Gun 
(1974) 6.25 FYI Daily 6.30 Film: The 
Man with the Golden Gun (1974) 8.00 
Film: A View to a Kill (1985)9.05 FYI 
Daily 9.10 Film: A View to a Kill (1985) 
10.40 Film: Species (1995) 11.40 FYI 
Daily 11.45 Film: Species (1995) 12.50 
Film: Universal Soldier: Day of 
Reckoning (2012) 1.50 FYI Daily 1.55 
Film: Universal Soldier: Day of 
Reckoning (2012) 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 Film: A Turtle’s Tale: Sammy’s 
Adventures (2010) 1.45 Rude(ish) Tube 
Shorts 2.00 Frozen at Christmas 3.00 
The Goldbergs 4.30 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: Prometheus (2012) 11.25 
Gogglebox 12.30 The Inbetweeners 1.35 
Rude Tube 2.35 First Dates Hotel 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 

n Suite 

at Sandwell Valley Crematoriunn 

A modern purpose built venue... 


4# Air conditioned private 
room for up to two hours 

V Catering for up to 80 people 

4# Variety of menus to choose from 

V Disabled access 

V Fully licenced bar 

V Car parking 


where families are able to gather 
and reflect after a funeral service 
has taken place without the need 
to travel to another site. 


For more information please contact: 

t: 0121 569 6700/6702 

w: sandwell.gov.uk/bereavement 

Located on Newton Road, 

West Bromwich, B71 3SX 



The Sandwell Funeral Service 

In partnership with Trinity Funerals 


Cremation £1,595 

What’s included: 


! Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 

▼ * 

Trinity 


✓ Your loved one being taken into the care of our partner, 
Trinity Funerals. 

✓ Your loved one’s coffin. 

✓ The funeral service will be held at either 
Sandwell Valley Crematorium, or Rowley Regis 
Crematorium, family to choose. 

✓ Cremation and Doctor’s fee paid. 

✓ A Minister to conduct the funeral service. 

✓ Music choices of which any can be selected for entry and 
exit and during the service, via Wesley Media. 


For more information or to discuss a burial please call us on 
0121 569 6700 or email us at 
bereavement_services@sandwell.gov.uk 



It is recommended that you speak to a number of funeral directors to compare funeral costs. 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/lowcostfunerals 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 7, 2017 


























Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 7, 2017 



FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

The Christmas Gift, Channel 5,12pm 

A cold-hearted architect is sent to assess a small 
town for possible redevelopment as a ski resort, and 
decides to take his daughter along on the trip. But 
before long, their warm welcome by the residents 
begins to melt his frosty facade, turning him against 
his boss and the company’s unscrupulous plans. 
Drama, starring John Denver, Jane Kaczmarek and 
Kurtwood Smith. (1986) 

TUESDAY 

Merry Ex-mas, Channel 5,1.30pm 

During a blizzard at Christmas, Noelle finds herself 
stranded with her ex-husband, forcing them to finally 
face their unresolved feelings for each other. Drama, 
starring Kristy Swanson. (2014) 

WEDNESDAY 

Guess Who’s Coming to Christmas, Channel 5, 
12pm 

A cynical rock star receives a letter from a young fan, 
inviting him to spend the festive season with the 
youngster and his family and asking if he will perform 
at the local Christmas concert. With his public image 
in need of a boost, he reluctantly agrees to the 
request, but unexpectedly finds himself warming to his 
hosts’ holiday spirit. Comedy, with Drew Lachey. (2013) 
-1--- 



THURSDAY 

An Unexpected Christmas, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

Newlyweds the Fabers plan to host their first 
Christmas together and want everything to be 
perfect for their visiting relatives. However, 

Cynthia learns she is pregnant ahead of schedule 
and Steve suddenly loses his job, so the couple 
decide to hide the news from their families. Festive 
comedy, starring Susie Abromeit, Dillon Casey and 
Erin Gray. (2016) 

FRIDAY 

Once Upon a Christmas, Channel 5,1.35pm 

When a princess escapes her entourage and 
explores New York over Christmas, she meets a 
young man who shows her his side of the city. 
Romantic drama, starring Briana Evigan and Paul 
Campbell. (2015) 


Modern confectioners 
discover their sweet tooth 


I n a couple of weeks, most of us 
will probably be sick of the sight 
of food and drink, in particular 
sweet treats. 

But before we begin the annual 
season of overindulgence, the 
Sweetmakers are back on our 
screens to take us on a journey into 
the past. 

Following the success of their 
Tudor Treat, Victorian Treat and 
Georgian Treat shows on BBC Two 
earlier this year, the four modern 
confectioners will recreate and 
reinvent past Christmas treats. 

Award-winning chocolatiers Paul 
A Young and Diana Short, bespoke 
cake decorator and owner of Pretty 
Gorgeous Cake Company Cynthia 
Stroud, and sweet consultant and 
candy creator Andy Baxendale will 
use original recipes and equipment 
to whip up some of the bestsellers 
from yuletides of the past. 

From candy canes, sugar mice 
and fudge, to yule logs, chocolate 
coins and selection boxes, sweet 
treats have become an integral part 
of our festive celebrations. 


The quartet will discover how their 
predecessors helped come up with 
many of the culinary festive 
traditions that we enjoy today. 

Guided by food historian and 
writer Dr Annie Gray and social 
historian and broadcaster Emma 
Dabiri, the Sweetmakers start by 
uncovering the mystery of what a 
sugarplum is - and it has nothing to 
do with the fruit. 

They then decorate a series of 
exquisite Twelfth Cakes, which were 
the Georgian precursors of the 
Victorian Christmas Cake and date 
back to the medieval period. 

They were at the height of their 
popularity with the wealthy elite 
when John Mollard wrote his 
cookery book in 1803. 

Back then, it was the custom for 
each guest at a Twelfth Day get 
together to be assigned the role of a 
particular character by choosing a 
card at random from a pack and 
take on the identity for the whole 
night. 

The entertainment ended with the 
finale of cutting the elegantly iced 


cake, which was usually very large 
and decorated with two crowns for 
the king and queen and sugar paste 
or wax images of the other 
characters. 

As they move into the Victorian 
era, our confectioners encounter 
the massive gulf between rich and 
poor. They create treats for both, 
beginning with one of Queen 
Victoria’s favourites - Boar’s Head 
cake. 

Then they create jelly pistols and 
sugar mice which were accessible 
to everyone in the 1900s, even 
children with just a few pennies to 
spend. 

Finally, they’ll explore the wealth 
of chocolate novelties launched in 
the 1920s, including the 
predecessor of the modern 
Christmas favourite the Chocolate 
Orange. 

The Terry’s ‘Dessert Chocolate 
Apple’ was made from 1926 before 
being outshone by the company’s 
Chocolate Orange, which eventually 
led to the halt in production of the 
apple in 1954. 



BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Hatton Garden 
I TV, 9 pm 

In April 2015, a gang of ageing criminals pulled off 
an audacious burglary in the heart of London’s 
diamond district, getting away with jewellery and 
cash. The crime certainly captured the public’s 
imagination - it’s already inspired two films, with 
another, starring Michael Caine and Ray Winstone, 
currently in the works. It’s also the inspiration for 
this four-part drama from Little Boy Blue writer Jeff 
Pope, which is showing across consecutive 
evenings. The first episode introduces us to the 
gang, played by actors including Timothy Spall, 
Kenneth Cranham and Brian F O’Byrne, as they 
plan their ingenious heist. But the series won’t be 
about glorifying their actions, as it goes on to 
explore the tensions within the group - and the 
impact of the robbery on their victims. 

TUESDAY 

The World’s Most Expensive Presents 
Channel 4, 9pm 

During this occasional series, we’ve already met 
some of those people with a habit of spending a 
fortune on an extravagant Christmas, including one 
individual who shelled out £615,000 on diamond- 
encrusted tree toppers. Tonight, the latest edition 



looks at what these kinds of big spenders may be 
planning on putting under the tree this yuletide, 
while cameras follow craftsmen and women 
producing lavish gifts - which have sizeable price 
tags to match. These include a 24-carat gold-plated 
bike worth a whopping £250,000. There’s also a 
look at the dog owner who has big ideas to impress 
the guests at a glitzy party - namely dressing their 
beloved pooch in a specially made £40,000 ball 
gown. 

WEDNESDAY 

Mary Berry’s Country House Secrets 
BBC1,8pm 

In the final episode of the series, Mary visits 
Goodwood House, home to the March family, 
famous for their iconic horse racing and motoring 
events. She is taken on a thrilling lap of 
Goodwood motor circuit by Lord March 
before attending one of his infamous 
dinner parties where 300 guests dine 
in style in splendid state rooms. Mary 
also learns more about the Estate’s 
organic farm, before preparing a 
Coq-au-Vin and a four tier cake for 
a cricket tea set in one of the oldest 
cricket clubs in the world. Last in 
the series. 


Harrogate: A Yorkshire Christmas 
Channel 5, 9pm 

The Yorkshire spa town of Harrogate has frequently 
topped the list of Britain’s ‘happiest places to live’, so 
as Christmas approaches does that mean the 
streets are overflowing with festive cheer? Or are 
some locals feeling more stressed than seasonal? 
This two-part programme meets some of the 
business owners who are fighting to ensure that 
s don’t abandon 
Harrogate’s independent 
boutiques and tea rooms for 
big out-of-town centres or 
the internet at this 
important time - and one 
way they hope to give 
visitors a unique 
experience is through 
the annual Christmas 
windows competition. 
Meanwhile, a local 
college is also 
running its own 
contest to design 
a sculpture to be 
the centrepiece of 

I the town’s 
decorations. 


THURSDAY 

The Apprentice: Why I Fired Them 
BBC1, 8pm 

Giving a robot two different names, running out of 
booze in a corporate box at Wembley Stadium and 
filming a modern family car advertisement in a 
Norman fort are just some of the fatal errors 
committed by this year’s Apprentice candidates. 
Now, with the final just days away and Lord Sugar 
on the cusp of choosing his new business partner, 
this programme offers viewers the chance to look 
back on the candidates who fell before the final 
hurdle. Helped by previously unseen insights from 
his eagle-eyed lieutenants Karren Brady and 
Claude Littner, Lord Sugar leads us through the 
best and worst decisions made by the wannabe 
business moguls. He also looks back on the 
boardroom bust-ups, and explains how he came to 
his decisions on who would hear those famous 
words ’You’re Fired!’. 

FRIDAY 

Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Jamie Oliver tutors guest Sarah Millican on 
recreating her favourite microwave meal, while 
Jimmy Doherty builds a soft-serve ice-cream 
machine for a child’s birthday party. 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fAO 

3 child safe V MX 
verticals 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 




contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 



mi 



G.D. MEMORIALS 


Doors & Windows Ltd 
lTen|Q^9Q2 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
[Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New Improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold French 
Doors Patio Doors 

From £999 From £649 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 
£799 for V 6” 3” 

Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• All Gold Letters 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


Celebrating 
25 years of service 


ft‘ ;s =3p 


FACTORY SHOWROOM 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


lirSTAR CLUTCHES LTD &★ 
REPAIR CENTRE 

©[LtIMBCGSS FK0ED dUCDCDQQ 

onaiDrai MjuuunEE 

Fully Qualified, Technicians, MOT’S, 
Maintenance, Servicing & Repairs to all 
makes of vehicles. Clutch Repairs 
Competitive Reliable. All work guaranteed 
Tyres, Brakes & Exhausts [aa 
163 Great Bridge Street B70 ODJ I A 

0121 572 1253 



Final whistle 


G 

L 


THE ONLY READ FOR REAL 
FANS EVERY MONDAY 

To advertise in final whistle call our 
experienced sales team on 01902 31 31 31 

Express & Star 
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BRAIN GYM 


Codeword 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

c 

11 

24 

o 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 



1 

D 

2 

M 

3 

P 

w 

5 

G 

6 

E 

7 

B 

8 

c 

9 

s 

10 

J 

ii 

L 

12 

u 

13 

H 

14 | 

15 

V 

16 

o 

17 

F 

18 

A 

19 

R 

20 

X 

21 

Y 

22 

z 

23 

N 

24 

T 

25 

Q 

26 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

3. Game bird is all 
ruffled (9) 

8. Customs 
applications (4) 

9. Tropic island 
produce (9) 

10. Where you must go 
if you get time (6) 

11. Put your towel, if 
not your shirt, 
on it (5) 

14. Superstitious 
attraction (5) 

15. Adjust the sails or 
dock (4) 

16. Gather together for 
a service (5) 

18. Nothing we’d failed 
to settle (4) 

20. Pursue a certain 
line (5) 

21. Is old, perhaps, but 
dependable (5) 

24. A crafty offer? (6) 

25. Bad enough to 
cause alarm (9) 

26. The company is not 
out to make 
money (4) 

27. Lady killer (9) 


Down 

1. Not much reason 
for doubt (9) 

2. Thinks time and 
dates are wrong (9) 

4. I fled the country (4) 

5. It’s noted for its 
slowness (5) 

6. Confront with a 
small account 
charge (6) 

7. Girl in a road 
accident (4) 

9. It won’t stop you 
reading for long (5) 

11. Gather a crowd, we 
hear (5) 

12. Youngster 
who works on 
commission? (6,3) 

13. Cigarband? (5,4) 

17. Might be cold, yet 

good tempered (5) 

19. Followed in a 
persistent way (6) 

22. Bury the 
reconstituted nitre 
(5) 

23. A fur for a foreign 
lady (4) 

24. Boats wrecked by a 
wind (4) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

3. Walk (9) 

8. Engrave (4) 

9. Ascribe (9) 

10. Pass (6) 

11. Traded (5) 

14. Things pointed out (5) 

15. Apiece (4) 

16. Kingdom (5) 

18. Wander (4) 

20. Go in (5) 

21. Faithful (5) 

24. Signal-fire (6) 

25. Edible (9) 

26. A fish (4) 

27. Employees (9) 


Down 

1. Sitting (9) 

2. 8-sided (9) 

4. Ceremony (4) 

5. Coalesce (5) 

6. Marriageable (6) 

7. Obligation (4) 

9. A flower (5) 

11. Slow manner of 
speaking (5) 

12. Strategist (9) 

13. Pungency (9) 

17. Confused fight (5) 
19. Bog (6) 

22. Repeated (5) 

23. Urn (4) 

24. Melancholy (4) 


Sudoku 
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8 
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6 
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3 



5 


9 
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6 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Sack; 3 Triangle; 8 Eats; 

9 Aversion; 11 Made advances; 13 Relays; 

14 Stroll; 17 Putting-green; 20 Waited on; 

21 Zany; 22 Minatory; 23 Brae. 

Down: 1 Steamers; 2 Citadel; 4 Revive; 5 Apron 
stage; 6 Guide; 7 Eons; 10 Easy street; 

12 Blantyre; 15 Open-air; 16 Indoor; 18 Union; 

19 Swim. QUICK - Across: 1 Icon; 3 Activate; 

8 Tier; 9 Headland; 11 Misrepresent; 13 Themes; 
14 Proper; 17 Amelioration; 20 Confound; 

21 Base; 22 Derisory; 23 Weir. Down: 1 Intimate; 
2 Oversee; 4 Cheery; 5 Industrial; 6 Again; 

7 Eddy; 10 Rebellious; 12 Grandeur; 15 Primate; 
16 Joiner; 18 Minor; 19 Iced. 


r 


Quiz 


1. Which Bizet opera was based on a story by 
Prosper Merimee? 

2. Who wrote the film The Misfits for Marilyn 
Monroe? 

3. In which US city is the counterpart of 
London’s Cleopatra’s Needle? 

4. Of what is a dyne a unit? 

5. Which country is immediately north of 
Panama? 


6. What is the full form of i.e.? 

7. How is the herb Artemisia dracunculus 
better known? 

8. Of which US state is Helena the capital? 

9. Which mammal’s most commonly-seen 
variety is the bottlenosed? 

10. Whose voice does Plato use in The 
Republic? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Boudicca; 2 Hungary; 3 Michael Bentt; 
4 Peter Lorre; 5 The Oval; 6 Zeus; 7 China; 

8 Raspberry; 9 Poliomyelitis; 10 Bernardo 
Bertolucci. 

Niner: EDINBURGH 


Niner 


"A 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


97386 gives an alarm, 

1536 gives a second alarm, 

42672 gives an obsession. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



HALF PRICE 


SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 



jiil'n 1 * 1 


MAGAZINE 


OS B-UL 


IChristmas 


To subscribe call our free customer 


care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 
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The Eden Project is best known for its 
impressive biomes, recreating the rainforest 
and Mediterranean climates where delicate 
and exotic plants flourish in the depths of 
the rough, Cornish countryside. 

But a treat is in store for those visiting in December, 
as the Winter Festival continues. 

It’s the perfect time to visit the Eden Project in 
Bodelva and embrace the delights of the changing 
season. Surrounding the biomes, there are many 
spectacular autumn sights, from feathery gold and 
crimson leaves along the Land Train route to the 
stunning acers in the Japanese Swale Garden. 

Few of us have space for our own biome, but the 
outdoor gardens offer plenty of inspiration for even the 
most amateur gardener. 


BARREN 

In the Wild Cornwall area, there are quiet paths 
and natural borders which celebrate the wealth of the 
county’s landscapes, habitats and wildlife. It’s also a 
reminder of the site’s transformation from a barren, 
former clay pit to the ‘eighth wonder of the world’, now 
seen by millions of visitors since opening in March 
2001. 

Eden is home to nearly two million plants and more 
than 5,000 varieties of plants within its 30 acres and 
claims to be ‘a year-round horticultural extravaganza’. 
For our October visit, there was certainly plenty 
to wonder at as we explored the outdoor areas, 
accompanied by labrador Bonnie. 

Eden is dog-friendly apart from the biomes and 
certain indoor areas and we were thrilled to meet 
dozens of four-legged friends during the day. There are 
water bowls, doggie bins and shaded car park spaces 
available, making it easy to take your pet along too. 


ng Eden's winter delights 



There is also a great deal to interest children and, 
being half term, there were hundreds of families, like us, 
enjoying a day out in the fresh air. With pasties and ice 
creams on offer, it was pretty much perfect. 

The most popular attraction for us was the ice rink 
which had just opened ready for the Winter Festival. 
Skating is on offer through to February 18 and a 
40-minute general session costs £7 for adults and £6 for 
children, including skate hire. 

While our two burned off some energy, we took turns 
to have another peek inside the biomes. Many of the 
other visitors were locals, it seemed - a special pass is 


available for residents of Cornwall and Devon - and so 
there really must be something new to discover each 
time. The views inside the structures are breathtaking 
with something different to admire from every angle. 

In the rainforest biome there are groups of tropical 
roulrouls (crested partridges) which go about their 
business oblivious to the droves of visitors. 

For the Christmas season, the biomes will feature 
festive plantings and host the dazzling Festival of Light 
and Sound on selected dates until December 30. 

From 5-8pm, the Mediterranean Biome will be 
transformed with beautifully choreographed music 


and dancing light projections. The show is included in 
normal admission fees. Meanwhile, in the Rainforest 
Biome there is a magical after-dark experience and the 
chance to catch a rare glimpse of the rainforest by night 
from the 50m high Lookout. 

Plus, there are craft workshops before the festivities 
kick off. Throughout the Winter Festival, there is an array 
of seasonal food in the cafes, plus plenty of Christmas 
shopping. Until December 24, visitors can see Father 
Christmas and his elves. 

For full details visit www.edenproject.com 


BY LIZ GRAY 
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BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Semi-detached 
bungalow up for 
sale with no chain 

This delightful two-bedroomed semi-detached 
bungalow on a well known street, 3 Myrtle Terrace, 
Tipton, is for sale through Skitts Estate Agents at 
£150,000 with no chain. 

The property stands in a choice position on the 
street and has great access to local schools such as 
The RSA Academy and Ocker Hill Primary. 

This deceptively large residence has been 
maintained to a high specification with the kitchen 
being fitted with a range of wall base units, both 
bedrooms have built-in wardrobes, a good-sized 
lounge, a shower/wet room, a large part-brick 
conservatory to the rear and front gardens. 

In more detail the entrance hallway has an inner hall 
off which has loft access. 

The lounge has a bay window to the front, a gas fire 
with a marble-effect back and hearth. 

Bedroom one has fitted wardrobes, a window to the 
rear and a television point and telephone point and 
ceiling coving. 

Bedroom two has a window to the front, fitted 
wardrobes and ceiling coving. 

The shower room has a window to the rear, a wash 
hand basin, a low level WC and a shower cubicle. 

Having a glazed door to the rear, the kitchen has a 
one and a half plastic sink and drainer, a gas cooker 
point, a cooker hood, wall and base units, roll edge 
working surfaces, plumbing for a washing machine, 
a television point, ceiling coving and doors to the 
conservatory. 

The conservatory has plumbing for a dishwasher, a 
telephone point, a television point and French doors 
leading out to the rear garden. 

Skitts Estate Agents began in 1979 as a partnership 
and has proudly remained so for over 37 years. This 
means the people who own the company, run the 
company on a daily basis and are responsible for all 
aspects of its growth, success and professionalism. 

Currently, the four partners oversee eight branches 
and 30 staff across the West Midlands region and as 
such, are one of the largest independent sales and 
letting agencies in the area. 


TIPTON £150,000 




T*4 


Bobby Singh, Esq 

WM I CL A 


focus on achievingmore 
this Christmas 


Selling fees from £849 «v*t 


ourpostcode.com | 0121 5449595 1 0800862 0870 
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PROPERTY 




Three-bedroom 
modern house 
is spacious and 
has a garage 

OLDBURY 

£ 154,950 


This modem three- 
bedroomed family home 
in Titford Road, Oldbury, 
comes with a block paved 
driveway and a garage. 

It is for sale through 
loveyourpostcode.com at over 
£154,950. 

From the entrance hall you 
access the reception room, 
kitchen and a staircase to the 
first floor. 

The lounge has a large bay 
window. The kitchen has more 
than ample space for a table 
and chairs and has a view over 
the garden. The rear garden 
has paving and a large lawn 
area, including a back garage/ 
out house. 

The first floor has a landing, 
two double-sized bedrooms 
and a third single bedroom. 
The property has double 
glazing and gas central 
heating throughout. 



Perfect family home 
on sale with no chain 


TIPTON 

£ 184,950 


A perfect family home, 7 Sedgley Road, Tipton, is 
for sale through Skitts Estate Agents at £184,950 
with no chain. 

Being beautifully presented throughout, the 
property is located a short distance away from 
local schools, amenities and travel links such as the 
‘Birmingham New Road’. 

This spacious home benefits from gas central 
heating and double glazed windows and briefly its 
accommodation comprises a lounge, a dining room, 
a kitchen, three bedrooms, a bathroom, off-road 
parking, a rear garden and a summer house which 
has electric points and heating.This is currently being 
utilised as a games room. 


Contact loveyourpostcode. Contact Skitts on 0121 520 2255. 

com on 0800 862 0870. 



£, 1,500 buhMe,* 

LIMITED OFFER 

Reserve a stunning Redwood 3 bedroom home and 
get an amazing Home & Tech Gift Bundle worth £1,500*. 

See how we go further with the finer details and imagine 
the lifestyle you can have with the Kier way of living. 

Plus reserve now and get carpets* included. 

3 bedroom homes from £174,995 or 
with Help to Buy £139,995** 

WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 

CEDAR WALK 

Tibbington Terrace, Tipton DY4 9QJ 

DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 

OPEN: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 0739 T or 07702 984341 
EMAIL: cedarwalksales@kier.co.uk 


[Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 


CGI of 3 bedroom Redwood home at Cedar Walk. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Available on selected plots reserved before 22nd December 2017, subject to terms and conditions. **Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. TCalls cost 2p per 


plus your phc 


ipany’s access charge. 




















































SKITTS 


Sell Online from f 99 Inc VAT 


ESTATE AGENTS 
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Contact your Local High 
Street Branch. 


greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 

WDlverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 

westbromwich@skitts.net 0121 530 4240 
wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 


sedgley@skitts. net 
lettings@skitts. net 
dudley@skitts. net 
bilston@skitts. net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 
willenhall@skitts. net 


01902 686868 
0121 520 2255 
01384 214 996 
01902 353578 
01922 478104 
01902 631151 



Blenheim Drive, 
Wednesbury 
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Highfield Road, 1 
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Cottons 


iry§ 

Thursday 7th December 2017 


11.00am 
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PROPERTY 



SDL 


AUCTIONS 


14TH DECEMBER 

Aston Villa Football Ground 


AUCTION 



90 Richards Street, Wednesbury 

2 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £45,000+ (plus fees) 


57 Winchester Rd, West Bromwich 

2 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £55,000+ (plus fees) 


176 Atlantic Road, Great Barr 

2 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 


10 Ash Drive, West Bromwich 

3 Bed Mid-Terraced House 

Guide: £40,000+ (plus fees) 


6 Warley Court, Moat Rd, Oldbury 

2 Bed First Floor Apartment 

Guide: £38,000-£42,000 (plus fees) 



6 Marston Grove, Great Barr 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £95,000+ (plus fees) 



34 Lodge Road, Wednesbury 

2 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £19,000-£24,000 (plus fees) 


80 Atlantic Road, Great Barr 

2 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 


16 Overdale Road, Quinton 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 


124 George Road, Oldbury 

2 Bed End Terraced Investment 
Current Gross Income: £3,536 pa 

Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 


Vacant Residential Properties, Residential Investments, Vacant Commercial Properties, Commercial Investments, Land/Development Opportunities, Garages & Ground Rents 


V 0121 233 5046 Cwww.sdlauctions.co.uk l^gSDLBigwood 

Each property is subject to a Reserve Price which would ordinarily be within + or - 10% of the quoted Guide Price. Therefore the 
property may not be able to be purchased at the quoted Guide Price. Both Guide and Reserve Prices can be subject to change up 
to and including the day of the auction. For a full explanation go to www.sdlauctions.co.uk/glossary. All Guide Prices are subject to 
additional non-optional fees, including the buyers administration fee. For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please 



refer to the legal pack, our catalogue or website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 






























SDL 


AUCTIONS 


AUCTION 


14th December 2017 


BIGWOOD 


at Aston Villa Football Ground 


View: 9/12 @ 9:45; 11/12 @ 14:45 & 13/12 @ 10:00 


View: 8/12 @ 11:45; 9/12 @ 14:15 & 13/12 @ 13:30 



132 Wilkes Avenue, Walsall 

3 bed semi detached house with central 
heating and majority double glazing 

Guide: £59,000 - £64,000 (plus fees) 


56 Bridgelands Way, Perry Barr 

3 bed duplex maisonette with central 
heating and majority double glazing 

Guide: £19,000 - £24,000 (plus fees) 


50 Cedar Avenue, Bilston 

3 bed semi detached house with with 
central heating and majority double glazing 

Guide: £59,000 - £64,000(plus fees) 


View: 8/12 @ 14:15; 9/12 @ 16:00 & 13/12 @ 11:00 


View: 9/12 @ 11:15; 11/12 @ 12:45 & 13/12 @ 12:00 


View: 11/12 @ 12:00 & 13/12 @ 12:45 



16 Overdale Road, Quinton 

3 bed semi detached house with 
gardens and driveway parking 

Guide: £50,000 + (plus fees) 


86 Bolton Road, Wolverhampton 

3 bed house with land to the rear, with 
development potential, subject to planning 

Guide: £29,000-£34,000 (plus fees) 


98 Ellerton Walk, Wolverhampton, 

Long leasehold 3 bed duplex 
maisonette with part double glazing 

Guide: £10,000 + (plus fees) 


View: 8/12 @ 12:30; 9/12 @ 15:00 & 13/12 @ 12:45 


View: 9/12 @ 10:30; 11/12 @ 14:00 & 13/12 @ 10:45 


View: 8/12 @ 11:00 & 13/12 @ 14:15 



52 Commonside, Brierley Hill 

3 bed mid terraced house with 
central heating and majority double glazing 

Guide: £29,000-£34,000 (plus fees) 


8 Riding Way, Willenhall 

3 bed semi detached house with 
central heating and majority double glazing 

Guide: £50,000 + (plus fees) 


60 Fisher Street, Tipton 

Long leasehold 2 bed duplex 
maisonette with central heating 

Guide: £15,000 - £19,000 (plus fees) 


View: 9/12 @ 13:15; 11/12 @ 10:45 & 13/12 @ 14:00 I View: 9/12 @ 12:45; 11/12 @ 11:15 & 13/12 @ 13:30 | view: 9/12 @ 12:0 °; H/12 @ 10:00 & 13/12 @ 14:45 



30 Filey Road, Wolverhampton 
3 bed end terraced house 
Guide: £25,000 + (plus fees) 


360 Stafford Road, Wolverhampton 
3 bed detached bungalow 
Guide: £50,000 + (plus fees) 


112 Old Heath Road, Wolverhampton 
3 bed semi detached house 
Guide: £39,000-£44,000 (plus fees) 


30 Marjoram Close, Kings Norton 
3 bed mid terraced town house 
Guide: £50,000 + (plus fees) 


'V' 0121 233 5046 


9 www.sdlbigwood.co.uk 


# (a)SDLBigwood 


Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price. Any additional fees will be confirmed in the legal pack which can be downloaded from our website, inspected at our offices or in the 
auction room before bidding. For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve Price please refer to our catalogue or website. For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please refer to the legal pack, 
our catalogue or website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 
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Aerials 


Decorating 


Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 


Garage Doors 



J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Carpentry 

Simply Doors Walsall 


Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 



External UP VC and composite doors 


also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Late night 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX Thursdays 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 7 P m 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


Carpets 


Co our lone 

Interior & exterior pai nting —» 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 



Electricians 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 



Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

s 

Registered Company EPP31221 



MBfJelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I —— 


mbelectric. co. uk ■ 







SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. Hi—| '' 'W 

■j jjjliy I mmgfor Free Quotations ami Measuring. 

Christmas 


plus take away old carpets 
plus Shave Doors 


Double Divan Bed 
Free Headboard 
14 — 2 Free Drawers 

Was £699 NOW £399 



We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 


3 Seater Sofa 
only 

£399 


Divan Beds and 
Mattresses 
from only 

£72 


Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


PLUS FREE FITTING 

(on selected carpets T & C’s Apply) 


UP TO , E 

1 - 


Check out our video and 5 star reviews on ~J 
We cover a// areas WWW.ablecarpetS.CO.Uk 




0121 S88 7116 

West Brom, Walsall 
Wednesbury 


0121 630 3633 

Tipton, Oldbury 
Smethwick 


01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley, W’ton 


D.S.D 

SERVICES 

We climb the heights 


Installers UPVC fascias, soffits & guttering 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS OVER 
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 



TELEPHONE DAVE 
0121 661 4884 or 07449 001 421 

For your Free Quotation 


ALL AREAS COVERED • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



GARAGE DOOIl| 

All types of doorsM 
supplied and fittedl 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey aim 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 




Guttering Repairs 




AVOID COSTLY REPAIR BILLS 


We use the latest equipment, and will clear any 
blockages or loose build up from your gutter... 

Call Today 07541-928-598 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


Are your Gutters Ready for 

VYinter? 

Are they blocked? Full of Dirt, Leafs & Moss? 
Are they over flowing when it rains? 































































































Handyman 


Property Maintenance 


General Household Maintenance 

(Repairs & New installations) Offering the following services: 

Plumbing & Central 


Garden maintenance 
Hedge & Tree work 
Fencing/Shed 
construction 
Patio / Paving cleaning 
Tel: 07964 677 796 if busy call 0121 556 8016 


Heating 
General Household 
maintenance 
Flat pack assembly/ 
Installation 


Mobile Hairdresser 


OBI LE 
H AI RDRESSER 

Cuts, Colours, Perms et< 


Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


C 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


Plumbing 


STS Plumbing & Tiling Services 

ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN 




Plumbing & Heating 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 




07852150057 ■ass 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 5565294 Mobile: 07817 727261 





£ 



Roofing 


Al I 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Tom Corbett Roofing Services 


For more info call now on 0121 434 5679 / 07507 070786 


OUSEHOLD- 

_U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
vS 1 Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 
^ www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 




Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 

ELIiTE'PLASTicS 


•Fascias • Sof its • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 /07985 575865 

www. elite plasticsupvc.co.uk 



A1 Little Job Man © 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

> Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Rubbish Removal 


Skip Hire 


] 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH e 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM A - - 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


RUSSELL SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS 

(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 



Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 

In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 



ASA.org.uk Advertising Standards Authority 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


X 

JL 


Buy any 
two pairs for 

£65 


Handmade Churchill 
Leather Slippers 


Only £34.95 plus £4.95 P&P 


These superb gentlemen’s 
mules and slippers are 
hand crafted using the 
finest nappa leathers. The 
soft leather uppers provide 
comfort your feet will thank 
you for. 

Choose from the Outdoor 
Mule with a rugged 
hardwearing sole and a fully 
padded insole, suitable for 
indoor and outdoor wear, the 
Albert and Mule both with 
a soft half leather lining, or 
the Grecian with a soft wool 
lining. Available in sizes: 5, 

6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 




BV955 

Grecian Brown 
(Wool Lined) 


BV954 

Grecian Black 
(Wool Lined) 



BV939 Outdoor Mule Brown 


BV952 Albert Brown 


BV958 Mule Brown 


Ladies’ Sheepskin Slippers 


Only £19.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


These ladies’ sheepskin lined 
mules feature a sheepskin 
collar, with genuine suede 
uppers and a lightweight EVA 
sole. 

The mule design allows for 
ease of access and they 
are wonderfully comfortable 
underfoot. These slippers 
are the perfect, easy-to-wear 
indoor slipper. Upper: suede. 
Lining: sheepskin. Sole: man¬ 
made. Sizes: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 
S176CM Camel 
S176BG Beige 




Heat Pad with Fleece Finish 


Keep warm and cosy during the colder months with this heat pad from Stress Away. 
Featuring a fleece outer for ultimate comfort, simply place the heat pad underneath you 
for extra warmth. There is a choice of three heat settings on the simple-to-use control, 
making the perfect temperature easy to achieve and maintain, and saving you money 
on heating bills. This heat pad is a great treat for anyone who is more sensitive to colder 
weather and will also help ease muscle aches and pains. There is an automatic switch 
off after 90 minutes of use to prevent overheating, and the pad will automatically shut 
off if there is a fault to ensure safety. 

G2144 Heat Pad with Fleece Finish 




Comfy Socks for 
Men and Women 


C418 Men's 


These calf length, loose top socks are 
manufactured without elastic by leading brand 
HJ Hall to ensure a comfortable wear and leave 
no unsightly marks on the skin or pinch calves 
or ankles. They will gently hold up without any 
discomfort or pain. Supplied in a pack of 12 
assorted colours, they are made of 80 per cent 
cotton and 20 per cent nylon. 

Ladies’ socks fit sizes 4-7 and are available in 
pack option C215, containing 3 black, 

3 navy, 2 damson, 2 oatmeal and 2 denim. 
Men’s socks fit sizes 6-11 and are available 
in pack option C418, containing 2 black, 

2 navy, 2 maize, 2 brown, 2 red and 2 
mid-grey. 

H J Hall 


C215 Ladies' 


Only £24.99 plus £4.95 P&P 






087 911 


8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Quote 

78869 




Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 28th Aug - 28th Nov 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (78869), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

! Address_ 


Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ LH Mastercard IZHvisa dl Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i i rr mi i i i in i i 11 i i i szm/m asm/m ss rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

SIZE 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

















































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£3.95/£4.95 









































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 



COW BOY hats, 
size 6 and 7/8, assorted styles 
and colours, Cavalry Uniform 
complete with hat, jacket shirt 
,trousers and braces, size 42 
chest, 29 leg, western flags. 

Open to offers. 

07486 241199. 



L Leisure 
Time 


INDOOR CHRISTMAS CAR 
BOOT SALE 

Saturday, December 9 11. 
12 noon - 2pm. 

ST. MARKS CHURCH HALL 

Thimblemill Road 
Smethwick 
B67 6LP. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

J All Caravans Wanted J 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
I *CASH * WAITING* { 

★ Immediate collection ★ 

★ Call Bill on 07825 325 913 J 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



We Want Your 


Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday, December 9. 

at 12 noon. 

St. Peter's Church Hall, 
Whitehall Road, 
West Bromwich. 

Admission 20p. 



LEAD GUITARIST 
REQUIRED 


For female fronted pop/rock 
band. Good level of gear and 
own transport a must. 

Gigs waiting. 

Vocals an asset. 

Call Phil on 07970 600139. 


FreeAdi 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


holidays 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



\ 

Massage 

v_ 


MOBILE Aromatherapy Massage 

Therapist Home / Hotel. To book 
appointments call 07437 569187. 



X 

Christmas Events 

v_ 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
Saturday 

December 9.12 noon. 

St Luke's Church 
Elwell Street, Wednesbury. 

Toys, Cakes, Gifts, Choco¬ 
late Tombola, Santa Grotto, 
hot & cold refreshments. 

-X 


3 

Home & 
Services 



ONE WEEK ONLY-BIG DISCOUNTS 

Cookers, Fires, Autos, Tumble dryers, 
Built in ovens, Hobs, Fridge freezers, 
lots more at low prices. 

01902 403770 

- Past & Present - 

24 - 26 church street, Bilston 
(opposite town hall). 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 





2 SEATER ALSO AVAILABLE 
WAS £749 NOW £399 NOW 


WOW!! LOOK WHAT WE 
HAVE DEALT YOU! 

WE HAVE SMASHED THE PRICES EVEN 
FURTHER ON HUNDREDS OF SUITES, 
SOFAS, ARMCHAIRS, DINING SETS, 
BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE AND 
MUCH, MUCH MORE 

UP TO 12 MONTHS 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


£499 


SINGLE MATT 
FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT 
FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


BELLISSIMO SWIVEL RECLINER 
CHAIR & FOOT STOOL 




LEATHER 
WAS £299 
NOW 

£199 



100’S OF LEATHER & FABRIC SOFAS, 
CORNER SUITES AND RECLINER 
SUITES-MANY HALF PRICE 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, 
GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 8XF. 

OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW 
rrm TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 
0121 557 6885 
Open Every day 10am-5.30pm 
Sunday 10am - 4pm 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


* CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 

HOUSE CLEARANCES! 
gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, any 
oriental items, old brass items, any silver 
items, War medals military etc. 

Lady Buyer 

Call: 01922 495066 v 
w or 07971 783206 


OLD ENAMEL ADVERTISING 
SIGNS WANTED 

Any subject or condition 
petrol, oil, Webbs seeds, Shop & 
Garage Signs. Excellent prices paid 
by established collector 

Call Phil on 01743 790046 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



VINTAGE TOYS 


Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or 
Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered. 

Good prices paid. 
Unleash the cash in your loft. 

Call Tony on 07812 903338. 



CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 


specialists at 
your service 


\ 

Aerials 


r\r\ 

/ivi\ /?r*Tmw?i 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


CHESTNUT 
SHEDS AND 
FENCING LTD 

Manufacturers and Suppliers of 
Heavy Duty Fully Tanalised Sheds, 
Summerhouses & 

All Garden Buildings. 

Super Quality/Competitive Prices 
Bespoke Buildings Fitting Available 
Unit 17, Oak Street, 
Quarry Bank DY5 2JH 
01384 913422/01384 569779 
www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk 

6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (incvat) 
WS32BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


TMmstXB 


Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 


01922 712184 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


II AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 I 

m&mmommmm 


Appliance Repairs 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes- a AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
sional advice before entering into Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros, 
obligations. wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


T 


MAKE SOME EXTRA 

CASH FOR CHRISTMAS 


Sell your unwanted items with Classifieds 


6 NIGHTS 


No hidden costs 
Buyer collects 
No postage or returns 
Local sellers to local people 
It's that simple!! 



Cat us on 01902317878 

or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

I* 1; ms 


Bathrooms 

v_ 

BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 


Building Services 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, all 
building & all plastering work. 
Free quotes 07538118034 
or 81982 752161. 

G & D BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

07837 994465/01902 579592 


Building Supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


Carpentry & Joinery 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


' % 

Carpet Fitters 

v_:_ 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


Christmas Trees/ 
v _ Wreaths _ 

christmastreesatapl.co.uk Check 
the above website or call 0121 505 
355 for quality real trees, blocked & 
netted. Location WS10 9HA 


Driveways & Patios 


P.W DRIVEWAYS 

The Block Paving Specialists. 
Patios, Drivewyas, Pathways etc. 

SPECIAL OFFER £50 PSM 
Free Quotes & Advice 

0800 747 1435 

(based in Great Wyrley) 


Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend them 
to anyone! They have 
done a very professional 
job with my website so 
I get online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- Port way Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Gardening Services 


J&B Tree Care, Landscapes 
& Jetwashing Services 

Tree’s, shrubs and hedges planted. 
Fencing supplied and erected. 
Stumps treated or removed. 

01922 449268 or 07786166856 



] \ 

Gas Fitting 

V_ 


GAS > 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cariy out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


Handyman Services 

v __ 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes call 07497 826697. 



FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


House Clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 


Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


Kitchen Fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


Lock Services 


LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 07585 099385. 


V 

Plastering 

\ 



MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 


MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01543 327130 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 
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Classified Ads 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Roofing 


We specialise in: 

New Roofing, Re Roofing, Leak Repairs, 
Emergency Repairs, Lead Work, Tiling and Slating. 

07476 834512 0121 4204374 
www.stoppsandpage.co.uk 


Howard Evans 

Domestic Roofing Division 

■ All aspects of roofing work undertaken 
■ Fully insured with £5,000,000 insurance cover 
■ Guarantees offered up to 20 years for flat roofing. 

■ A friendly professional service 

0121 327 1336 / 01922 334189 / 07393 544168 

info@howardevansroofingandcladding.co.uk 

r 9 t •£ . (a) 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 


Painters/ ^ 

v Decorators 

LADY DECORATOR Full house or 
one wall to customer requirements. 
Free quotes call: 07522 643706. 

\ 

Plans Prepared 

v_ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

\ 

Plumbing & Heating 

V_ 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

\ 

Removals 

v_ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 

LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 

\ 

Rubbish Removal 

v_ 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 

\ 

Skip Hire 

V 

A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 

Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

CLASS 1 DRIVER required. Walking 
floor trailer experience preferred. 
Walsall area. Call 07588 670336. 

GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 

\ 

Upholstery 

V_ 

MR B’S UPHOLSTERY! 

RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 

01543500677 07738851601 1 


Pets & 
Animals 


1 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


BERETTA URIKA TEKNYS 

12 Gauge 3 shot semi auto. 
3" mag, 28" barrels, multi 
cased. 

Very good condition. 

£650 ovno. 

Box Number P21023, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISIews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 




A 


Property 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


Properties Wanted 


^^V oc/ ME BUYERS 

■■HH I VWI THE EASY WAY TO SELL YOURHOUS^ 


We Buy Houses For Cash 

Free Valua+ion? Yes/ No Fees? Y BS! Any Looa+ion? Yes/ 
Fas+ Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Condi+ion? Yes/ 

6re+ your FREE, ins+an+ cash o-P-Per +oday! 


„ Call 01216631797 

or text "Cash" to 66777 yeghomebuyersoom | 


imnn i buy your m cwse, 

tny Price • Any Condition • Any Area 


Call Paula 01384 467643 


fe are not connected to any other a dvertis,. 

www.webuyhouseswestmidlands.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


(DaojEsasm] 

J9accommodation.com 


TWO BED house to let, Willenhall, 
recently modernised, £520pcm. 
No Dss. 07830 429612. 

WALSALLRooms to let in shared 
house, £70 p/w inc all bills. 

07825 581676. 

immad 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Business & 
Farming 


Commercial 

Premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

01902 317878 


Classified 


"A 


Jobs 


ICARE 

CHILDREN S SERVICES 

are recruiting 

RESIDENTIAL CHILDCARE 
SUPPORT WORKERS 

for their care homes based in 
West Bromwich 
The applicant must hold a level 
3 QCF qualification in 
residential cnildcare and be a 
driver, a hardworking, 
proactive individual who can 
bring personal skills and 
expertise to the workplace. 
For applications visit our 
website 

www.lcarechildren.uk 

or phone Akbar Khan on 
07926 220813 
for any queries. 




BUSY PRINT COMPANY requires 
CNC Cutter / Plotter Operator 
(full/part time) to work afternoon 
and evening shift. Knowledge of 
artcam software helpful but training 
will be provided. CV's to thope@ 
ruddmacnamara.com 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



CITROEN C4 VTR16V 

5dr hatchback, 2010, 

Red, petrol. 82,900 miles. Very 
good condition. Drives bril¬ 
liantly. FSH.MoT till April 2018. 

£1,800 ono 
Aldridge, Walsall. 

Telephone 01922 452696 or 
07940 573822. 


Do you fancy a career 
change, have you 
ever thought of 
a career in care? 


Inshore 

Support ^ 


If so we may be able to help. 

We provide care and support for people with 
complex and challenging behaviour. 

Our services based in the West Midlands area 
have the following vacancies at our residential 
and supported living homes based in 
Wolverhampton, Stourbridge, Halesowen, 

Dudley and Coventry areas. 

SENIOR SUPPORT: 

Applicants should have 2 years minimum 
experience & NVQ Level 3 or be working towards 
this qualification. Salary £9.00 per hour. 

SUPPORT WORKER DAYS 

We currently have vacancies for daytime support 
workers, no experience is necessary as training will 
be provided. Salary £8.00 per hour. 

Call our office 01384 421460 for on application pack 
or email stephoniesmith@inshoresupportltd.co.uk 


HONDA CIVIC TYPE S GT l-VTEC. 

Silver, 08, automatic. 3 door, petrol, 
1799cc. Mileage 85,247. MoT 
March 2018. £2,900 ono. 

07496 811631. 


FXCFl.LFNT 

CONDITION 


PEUGEOT 308 SPORT 

1.6 

08 plate. 

62,000 miles. 
Electric blue. 
Service history. 

12 months MoT. 
One lady owner. 
Electric windows, 
Manual. CD player. 
£3,100. 

07821 560151. 



TOYOTA AURIS 

2008, 88,000 Miles, Red, abs, 
electric windows, air baa, air 
con, MoT, central locking, 
Alloys, CD 
£1,800 ono 
07973 791541. 



2006, 56, 

12 months MoT. 


153,000 miles. 
Good condition, 
FSH, new clutch. 

£1,600 

07794179158. 


BARGAIN 


VW PASSAT 
20 TD AUTO 

55 plate. 

Metallic Blue. 

Lovely condition. 

Black leather heated front and 
rear seats. 

Fully loaded. 

124k. MoT Sept 2018. 

£ 1 , 200 . 

07862 249939. 

IsessI 


ESTATE 


FORD FOCUS ESTATE 

52 plate, 130,000 miles, 
MoT to March 2018. 

£300. 

0121 588 6064. 


IDFAl 

FIRST CAR 


2001, 5-dr hatchback, 1.4cc, 
89,000 miles, 10 months MoT, 
PAS, remote central locking, air 
looks / 
daily. 


con, tvv, uu piayer, 
drives perfect, driver 

Bargain £295. 
—B513444 


BARGAIN 


VW BEETLE 

51 reg, 

MoT 

Bargain 

£599. 

07864 842076. 

MERCEDES SPRINTER 

LWB, 311 CDi, 57 reg, 

£2,650 ovno. 
07836 568903. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



10 

Personals 





ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 

FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 0121 620 2445 for full 
details. Discretion assured! 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



\ 

Mobile Mechanics 

V_ 


MB MOTORS MOBILE MECHANIC 

MOT'S, Servicing, Tyres, Diagnos¬ 
tics, AC & Electrics. 07809 871733 


9 

Local 

.Information 



LEGAL /PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience youmay fax 
any advertising requirements to 


GENUINE GENTLEMAN 75+ 

WithaGSOH. 

Seeks a kind and honest lady 
for companionship. 

With hopes to develop a deep 
friendship to while away the 
cold winter days and evenings. 
Ideally within 5 miles of West 
Bromwich. 

Box Number P21018, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



★ ★★ 

LADY 60 s 

Would like to meet other ladies 
for Friendship, shopping, days 
out, holidays, coffee and a chat. 
Bloxwich/Walsall/Cannock 
areas. 

All replies answered. 

Box Number P21020, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


★ ★★ 

MALE 50'S 


Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Own home and car, seeks lady 
between 5ft and 5ft 4 for 
friendship, nights out. 
Lichfield and surrounding 
areas. 

Box Number P21017, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 


The Borough Council of Sandwell (Bramley Road, Walsall) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along Bramley Road, Walsall. 

The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be 
completed by 22/12/17, effective from 16/12/17. Traffic will be diverted 
via Redwood Road, Birchfield Way and vice-versa. Purpose - water 
main replacement scheme by South Staffs Water. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Tibbington Terrace, Tipton) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via 
Tibbington Terrace, Tipton. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected 
to be completed by 16/01/18 effective from 16/01/18. A diversion route will be signed via 
Regent Street or Newhall Street, Bloomfield Road, High Street, Upper Church Lane, Salter 
Road and vice-versa. Purpose - remedial works to sunken reinstatement by Amey for 
Severn Trent Water. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Highfield Road, Tipton) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via 
Highfield Road, Tipton (David Road - Glebefields Road). The maximum duration is 18 
months, but the work is expected to be completed by 29/01/18 effective from 29/01/18. 

A diversion route will be signed via Grace Road, Glebefields Road, Florence Road, David 
Road and vice-versa. Purpose - repairs to a noisy manhole cover by Amey for Severn 
Trent Water. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (St Anne’s Road, Cradley Heath) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via St 
Anne’s Road, Cradley Heath (Foxoak Street - High Street). The maximum duration is 18 
months, but the work is expected to be completed by 28/01 /18 effective from 28/01 /18. 

A diversion route will be signed via High Street, Lower High Street and vice-versa and via 
Foxoak Street, Newtown Lane, High Street and vice-versa. Purpose - remedial works 
following a failed reinstatement by Balfour Beatty for Cadent Gas Ltd. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Pages Lane and Scott Road, Great Barr) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from 
proceeding via the following roads in Great Barr: Pages Lane - vehicles will be prohibited 
from entering Pages Lane off A34 Birmingham Road; Scott Road - vehicles will be 
prohibited from entering Scott Road off A34 Birmingham Road. The maximum duration is 
18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 24/01/18 effective from 
23/01/18. Diversion routes will be signed as follows: for Pages Lane access will be 
obtained via Cross Lane; for Scott Road - access will be obtained via Carter Road. 
Purpose - the installation of new ducting to lighting columns by Fitzgerald Contractors 
Ltd for Sandwell MBC. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Oxford Road, West Bromwich) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via 
Oxford Road, West Bromwich (Oak Lane - Izons Road). The maximum duration is 18 
months, but the work is expected to be completed by 05/03/18 effective from 23/01/18. 

A diversion route will be signed via Oak Lane, Gads Lane, Oak Road, Izons Road and 
vice-versa. Purpose - kerbing works to a new Keepmoat housing development by 
M Lambe Construction Ltd. 
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Award-winning Ignis from 
Suzuki stable has few rivals 



The Ignis has funky and chunky looks 


By John Griffiths 

It’s that time of year again: when motorists’ minds 
turn to the possibility of snow, ice and mud on the 
school run or the daily commute. 

The answer for some is a four-wheel drive, but some 
are big, expensive to buy and run and not that that 
popular with environmentalists. So enter Suzuki, the 
Japanese firm which combines years of expertise in 
small cars and 4x4s, with its funky and practical Ignis. 

It’s a city car with a a light weight but nonetheless 
impressive all-wheel drive system, which combines with 
some typical SUV elements which provide cabin space 
and visibility with which rivals can’t compete. 

With prices ranging from £10,499 to £14,499, a 9E 
insurance group and fuel consumption of some 60mpg, 
it’s affordable too. 

There are two and four-wheel drive versions, but 
the test car was a top specification SZ-5 version with 
four-wheel drive and a fuel saving ‘mild hybrid’ system 
assisting its 1.2 litre petrol engine. Plus a high level of 
kit and technology which makes the price tag look even 
more competitive. 

The Ignis has funky and chunky looks, taking up no 
more space than a typical city car but it’s signifanctly 
taller. That means plenty of head room for even the 
tallest, and a higher seating position which aids greater 
all-round visibility. It also contributes to the Tardis-like 
feel of the interior, with generous levels of legroom even 



The interior is light and modern 

for those in the rear. Boot space is a useful 204 litres, 
rising to 514 litres with the rear seats folded. 

The interior is light and modern, with contrasting (in 
the case of the test car) black and cream surfaces, 
some metallic touches and a central colour touchscreen 
controller for ancillary functions. 

The light ‘Allgrip’ system only diverts power to the rear 
wheels when needed - that is when it senses the driven 
wheels at the front are starting to slip. It’s very smooth 
and you probably won’t feel it’s happening (except you 
don’t get wheelspin even in tricky conditions). That saves 
fuel, and there’s no need for the driver to switch to 4WD. 

Plus it has grip control, which focuses torque on the 
driven wheels while braking those that are spinning, and 
hill descent control to keep the speed to a walking pace 
even on steep, slippery inclines. 

The Ignis also has higher ground clearance to allow for 
the occasional off-road foray - and it proved surprisingly 
competent during a test on muddy forest tracks in Wales. 

The 1.2 litre engine is smooth and quiet, producing 
90Ps of power and 120Nm of torque, enough in a car of 
this size to tackle the 0 to 6mph dash in 11.5 seconds. 
During acceleration it gets help from the electric motor of 
its hybrid system, which recharges during normal driving. 

The official fuel average is 60.1 mpg but I was pleased 
with a ‘real world’ average of 52mpg over a week of 
mixed motoring. The C02 rating is a low 106g/km. 

The Ignis is light and agile on the road, its all-wheel 
drive system adding impercepibly to its ‘wheel at each 
corner’ stability through the corners. 

Safety systems, apart from airbags, include a stability 
control and on top models a stereo camera system 
concealed behind the rear view mirror which detect 
potential hazards ahead - cars and pedestrians. This 
operates as a collision warning system, lane departure 
warning and a ‘weaving alert’ which warns a potential 
tired driver of erratic driving. The SZ-5 versions also have 
hill hold control. 

All models have six airbags, air conditioning, front 
electric windows and stereo radio. Next up the SZ-T adds 
a smartphone link, rearview camera, roof rails, wheel 
arch extensions and two individual rear seats which slide 
backwards and forwards, as well as reclining. Top trim 
models (the SZ-5) have auto air conditioning, satellite 
navigation, electric rear windows and LED headlights. 

The Ignis has won a number of industry awards since 
it’s launch earlier in the year, with judges impressed by its 
combination of space, price, running costs and all-round 
capability. It’s a car with few rivals. 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

DUDLEY’S MAIN VAUXHALL DEALER 

NEW-USED CARS, SERVICE & PARTS FACILITIES 

ALL CARS GUARANTEED, ALL CARS SERVICED AND MOT’D IF REQUIRED FINANCE AVAILABLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 

REMEMBER TO BRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (T’s & C’s Apply) 



2011/11 KIA 
SPORTAGE 
2.0 CRDi KX-3 

5dr Estate, 
Orange, 
44,800 miles 

£12,450 

2015/15 
VAUXHALL 
ADAM 1.4i 
ROCKS AIR 

3-dr, 13,000 
miles, Great 
Spec 

£9,995 





2011/11 
HONDA CIVIC 
2.0 l-VTEC 
TYPE R GT 

3dr, Silver, 
73,500 miles 

£8,995 



2015/15 

SUZUKI 

VITARA 

1.6 SZ4 

5-dr, Grey, 
6,823 miles 

£11,495 



2010/59 

HYUNDAI i30 

1.6 EDITION 

5dr, Shine Red, 

48,186 miles 

£5,495 


2015/65 
VAUXHALL 
C0RSA 1.6T VXR 
3-dr, Green, 
14,061 miles 
£12,995 


2013/63 VAUXHALL CORSA Sri 1.4, 3-dr, White, 

34,000 miles AC. £6,650 

2015/15 MAZDA MX-5 CONVERTIBLE 

Low mileage. Alloys, Beautiful!!. £12,495 

2014/64 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTi SE 

4x4, White, Ex Demonstrator, Leather. £11,495 

2014/14 DACIA DUSTER DCI AMBIENCE, 

Blue, 10,000 miles, A/C Metallic Paint. £7,650 

2016/16 FORD FIESTA 1.0 ECOBOOST TITANIUM 5-dr, 
Silver, Low Road Tax, 4,800 miles. £10,650 

2009/59 KIA SPORTAGE 2.0 XE 2WD 5-dr 4x4, Black, 18,445 

miles. £7,750 

2013/63 SUZUKI SX4 1.6 SZ5 5-dr 4x4 White, 35,000 
miles. £7,250 

2008/58 JAGUAR XF 2.7D PREMIUM LUXURY 4-dr Auto, 

Grey, 43,000 miles. £9,695 

2014/14 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 EXCLUSIVE Estate, Auto, 
Metallic, Sat Nav, Alloys, 19,000 miles. £8,750 

2015/65 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTi SE 5-dr, Orange, 

8,659 miles. £12,495 

2017/17 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi 16V VAN 

START/STOP Silver, Only 5 miles. £9,495 + VAT 

2012/62 FORD FIESTA 1.4 TDCi (70) TITANIUM 

5-dr, Diesel, Black, 47,000 miles. £6,495 

2009/59 VOLVO C30 ES DRIVE START/STOP 2-dr 

Coupe, Diesel, White, 59,231 miles. £6,995 

2012/61 MINI 1.6 COOPER LONDON 3-dr, Black, 

A/C, Alloys, 42,110 miles. £6,995 

2006/06 MINI 1.6 COOPER S 2-dr Convertible, 

Astro Black, 74,000 miles. £4,650 

2008/58 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCi ACENTA 4-dr, 

Sandblast, 84,649 miles. £4,995 

2007/57 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4i 16V DESIGN 5-dr, Blue, 

23 654 mileq £4 495 

2004/54 MG MGTF 1 ^8 120 STEPSPEED AUTO 2-dr 

Convertible, 39,378 miles. £4,495 

2010/60 VAUXHALL AGILA 1.2 16V DESIGN 5-dr, Blue, 

60,662 miles. £3,995 

2008/08 TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 VVT-i TR 3-dr, Chili Red, 

49,990 miles. £3,995 


nS 

2011/11 
MERCEDES- 
BENZ E-CLASS 
E350 CDi BLUE 
EFFICIENCY 
(265) SPORT 4dr 
Tip Auto, White 
43,000 miles 

£14,995 



2015/15 JEEP 


RENEGADE 

1.4 MULTIAIR 
LIMITED 5DR 
DDCT AUTO 

Sat Nav, 

Bluetooth, Leather 
& Much Morel! 

£13,495 



2008/58 

NISSAN 

QASHQAI 

1.5 DCi 
ACENTA 

5dr, Sandblast, 
84,649 miles 
£4,995 



2008/08 
HYUNDAI 
SANTA FE 

2.2 CRTD CDX 

5dr 4x4, Black, 
50,272 miles 

£7,750 




2010/60 
JAGUAR 
XF3.0DV6 
LUXURY AUTO 



4-dr, White, 
23,485 miles 

£14,650 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 4541OO www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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BMW 330e iPerformance brings 
premium quality to hybrid sector 

Sophistication while under the radar with penny pinching 




www.oakgarage.coiuk 

Unit 1 , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 1TB 

Tel: 01384 906030 ^ 

* * . " ... . ;V 

- Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun>10-4-; T * , . .. 




Low Mileage 

64 Ford C-max Estate 1.6 Zetec Blue Only 4000 Miles £9,995 

64 Hyundai 1X20 1.6 Active Auto Grey Only 4000 Miles £8,995 

63 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi Design Nav [110] Grey 10000 Miles £8,995 

62 Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI Elegance Maroon 11000 Miles £6,995 

64 Nissan Micra Hatchback 1.2 Acenta Blue Only 12000 Miles £6,995 

Citroen 

09 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi 16V VTR+ Silver 43k £4,295 

63 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi 8V Exclusive Grey 37k £6,995 

14 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Air Exclusive Silver 23k £9,695 

64 Citroen C4 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi VTR+ Blue 17k £9,295 

64 Citroen C4 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi VTR+ Blue 19k £9,995 

06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k £9,995 

58 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto White 64K £8,995 

64 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Air Excl Black 22k £12,495 

64 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Air VTR+Red 17k £11,495 

Ford 

14 Ford C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Titanium Brown 49k £8,495 

13 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 29k £7,995 

64 Ford Fiesta Diesel 1.6 TDCi Titanium ECOnetic White 50k £7,295 

62 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.25 Zetec 3dr [82] White 50k £5,295 

14 Ford Focus 1.6 125 Titanium Navigator Powershift Blue 25k £9,495 

14 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec Navigator ECOnetic Black 98k £6,295 

11 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 115 Titanium Blue 62k £6,495 

60 Ford Focus Hatchback 1.6 Zetec Silver 60k £4,495 

64 Ford Grand C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 41k £9,995 

64 Ford Grand C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Zetec Brown 17k £10,995 

64 Ford S-max 1.6 TDCi Zetec [Start Stop] Silver 37k £11,295 

64 Ford S-max Diesel Estate 2.0 TDCi 163 Titanium Blue 33k £14,495 

Kia 

14 Kia Rio Hatchback Special Editions 1.25 VR7 3dr White 14k £6,495 

14 Kia Sportage Diesel Estate 1.7 CRDi ISG 1 Black 33k £10,495 

64 Kia Sportage Diesel Estate 1.7 CRDi ISG 1 White 25k £11,695 

Nissan 

64 Nissan Juke Diesel Hatchback 1.5 dCi Acenta Silver 14k £9,295 

12 Nissan Juke Hatchback 1.6 Acenta Red 27k £7,995 

15 Nissan Micra Hatchback 1.2 Visia White 18k £5,995 

07 Nissan Navara 2.5 Aventura DCI Auto Black 89k £7,995 

64 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta Premium Auto Red 20k £8,995 

64 Nissan Note Diesel Hatchback 1.5 dCi Tekna Blue 38k £7,995 

64 Nissan Qashqai 1.2 DiG-T Acenta [Smart Vision Pack] Silver 24k £11,495 

14 Nissan Qashqai 1.2 DiG-T Acenta [Smart Vision] Beige 29k £10,995 

63 Nissan QASHQAI+2 Hatchback 1.6 [117] Acenta Black 24k £11,695 

Peugeot 

64 Peugeot 2008 Diesel Estate 1.4 HDi Active Grey 30k £8,495 

14 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi Active Silver 13k £8,995 

64 Peugeot 308 Diesel Sw Estate 1.6 HDi 92 Active Grey 19k £8,995 

Prices In Red Have Just Been Reduced 


Only 200 Yards From 
Merry Hill Shopping Centre: 

Renault 

64 Renault Captur 1.5 dCi 90 Dynam S MediaNav Cream/black 31k £9,495 

64 Renault Clio Diesel 1.5 dCi 90 Dynam MediaNav Energy Red 48k £7,495 

09 Renault Grand Modus 1.5 dCi 86 Dynamique QS5 Beige 49k £3,495 

65 Renault Grand Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynamique Nav Black 20k £11,495 

14 Renault Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynamique TomTom Energy Beige 16k £9,495 

Vauxhall 

64 Vauxhall Astra Sports Tourer 2.0 CDTi 16V Elite Brown 39k £7,995 

64 Vauxhall Insignia Sports Tourer 2.0 CDTi Design Blue 29k £9,995 

61 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1.4T 16V [140] SE White 40k £5,295 

64 Vauxhall Mokka Diesel 1.7 CDTi SE 5dr Auto Black 30k £10,995 

64 Vauxhall Mokka Hatchback 1.4TTech Line Auto Red 43k £10,495 

61 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Exclusiv [125] Grey 109k £3,995 

64 Vauxhall Zafira Diesel Tourer 2.0 CDTi SE Brown 18k £10,495 

Volkswagen 

64 Volkswagen Golf Cab 1.6 TDI BlueMotion Tech SE Blue 49k £10,495 

64 Volkswagen Golf Diesel Hatch 1.6 TDI 105 Match Blue 36k £10,495 

58 Volkswagen Golf Plus Diesel 1.9 SE TDI PD DSG Silver 42k £4,995 

64 Volkswagen Polo Hatchback 1.0 Black 47k £7,495 

Others 

07 Audi A4 Cabriolet 1.8T2dr Grey 72k £3,995 

64 Mercedes B Class B180 CDI Sport Black 36k £12,495 

07 Mini Convertible 1.6 Cooper 2dr Red 53k £4,295 

64 Mitsubishi Asx Estate 1.6 2 Red 18k £8,995 

54 Mitsubishi Shogun Sport Sw Special Eds 2.5 TD Warrior Sil 87k £2,695 

14 Skoda Octavia Diesel 1.6 TDI CR Elegance Brown 42k £9,995 

14 Volvo V40 Diesel D2 Cross Country Lux Powershift Bronze 24k £11,295 


Sales Line Open Tonight 
Call Steve 07747 633329 


By Darren Cassey 


The BMW 3 Series has long been one of the top 
contenders for fleet drivers looking to pair badge 
appeal, practicality and a great drive. Those who 
traditionally defaulted to diesel might do well to give 
the 330e a chance - its low emissions result in a 
Benefit in Kind rating of just nine per cent. 

It’s a plug-in hybrid, which means that if you have the 
ability to charge the battery each night it could cost very 
little to run, especially if you don’t drive very far. 

Those already familiar with the 3 Series will feel at home 
in the 330e - the interior is almost identical to what you’ll 
find elsewhere in the range, apart from a couple of hybrid- 
specific buttons. 

However, that hybrid technology is of particular interest 
because it opens up a new engine choice that’ll be very 
tempting to business users and those who do a lot of 
mixed-length trips. 

Power comes from a 2.0-litre turbo petrol engine and an 
electric motor. At low speeds when you’re running on pure 
electric it’s a pleasant experience thanks to the peace and 
quiet, but the motor is punchy meaning you can dart into 
gaps and out of junctions with ease. 



It’s a plug-in hybrid and could cost very little to run 


And once the engine kicks in not a lot changes. If 
you’re not listening out for it you’ll barely notice you’re 
no longer running on electric alone, and thanks to 
the fact the electric motor works in tandem with the 
engine performance is decent too. There’s 248bhp 
on tap meaning that, in theory, you get economy and 
performance in equal measure. 

However, it is rather reliant on you using it ‘properly’. 

In long distance driving we saw economy drop below 
40mpg, but on shorter journeys with a fully recharged 
battery it’s feasible to see twice that. 

Generally, eco-focussed hybrids are pretty dull to drive. 
But there are plenty of manufacturers who use the electric 
motor to offer high performance thrills. With the 330e, 
BMW manages to tread the line between both camps 
pretty well. 

With a fully charged battery working together with 
the 2.0-litre petrol engine, the 3 Series feels plenty fast 
enough and is more enjoyable to wring out than its diesel 
equivalents. It’s quite heavy on account of the batteries, 
but you can’t notice that out on the road. 

While many hybrids like to shout about their green 
credentials, the 330e goes for the subtle approach. The 
only way to tell from the outside is the ‘e’ badge on the 
rear, an e-drive badge behind the rear windows and the 
gate for the electric motor, which sits behind the near-side 
front wheel. 

That means you get the typical BMW sophistication 
while flying under the radar with your penny pinching. 

Inside, it’s standard BMW fare, which is by no means 
a bad thing. Our test car came with a blood red leather 
interior, which divided opinion but we loved. The 
dashboard is a quite simple design, and BMW hasn’t 
fallen into the trap of trying desperately to remove all 
buttons in the age of the touchscreen. It means the 
important dials remain and only lesser used items are 
relegated to the infotainment system. 

Because the cost of hybrid systems is quite high, it’s 
difficult for manufacturers to offer budget versions of their 
petrol-electric models. Therefore, the standard spec on 
the 330e is pretty lofty, with our car getting the M Sport 
treatment. 

As a result, our test model came with 18-inch alloy 
wheels, leather upholstery throughout and LED lighting 
front and rear. 

BMW has absolutely nailed the premium hybrid formula. 
With the 330e you get all that BMW refinement in an 
eco-friendly package. Add in the fact that it’s low-cost for 
business users and that it’s fantastic to drive and you’ve 
got a compelling buy. If you do regular, long motorway 
jaunts diesel might still be the better choice, but for mixed 
journeys the hybrid could be your new best friend. 
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Vauxhall's Grandland X 
is very well put together 


Grandland X has a robust stance, with accentuated wheel arches and a wide front grille 


By Carmel Stewart 

The Grandland X is an important vehicle for 
Vauxhall, completing as its does the company’s 
crossover trio of SUVs which began with the 
mid-sized 4WD Mokka X, followed by the compact 
2WD Crossland X. 

You would be forgiven for thinking that the Daddy 
of the range was a robust 4x4 but, in fact, it comes 
in 2WD only with an optional electronic grip control 
which adapts the torque distribution for optimum 
traction, depending on which of the driving modes 
has been selected - normal, snow mud or sand. 

Similar in styling to the slightly smaller Mokka X, the 
Grandland X has a robust stance, with accentuated 
wheel arches and a wide front grille with a sill plate 
below plus slim LEDs front and rear. A high waist and 
chrome highlights add an aerodynamic appeal. 

Inside where there is space enough for five 
occupants, the driving position is elevated, the 
modern, well laid-out dash uncomplicated and the 
ambient lighting tastefully sufficient. 

At the rear there is 514 litres of easy-load boot 
space which ups to 1,652 litres with the rear seat 
backs dropped down. 

Engine choices are confined to two turbo units 
-a 1.2litre 130ps three-cylinder turbo petrol and a 
1.6litre 120ps four-cylinder turbo diesel. Both can 



Getting connected is easy in Grandland X 

be combined with either a six-speed manual or 
six-speed automatic transmission. Selection will 
come down to personal preference, with the diesel 
returning an official average of 70.6mpg mpg and 
the petrol 54.4mpg on 17-inch wheels. More engine 
options will be added next year. 

On the road there are no real highs or lows. The 
ride is comfortable, the cabin quiet, the engines more 
than adequate, although the suspension is not as all 
absorbing as some of its rivals. 

The Grandland X, while not exciting to drive, is well 
put together with a very decent standard spec. It will 
deliver its occupants to their required destination 
in unruffled comfort but it is entering into a very 
tough SUV market place which has doubled in size 
during the past six or seven years. Its rivals are 
long-established, so Vauxhall will need to sharpen its 
automotive elbows if it is to make an impact with this 
model. 

But the newness of the Grandland X can also be 
considered a plus as many buyers like to drive the 
latest model and it is following in the tyre treads of the 
increasingly popular Mokka X. 

Its specification list includes all the driving aids of 
any self-respecting modern vehicle: automatic cruise 
control with pedestrian detection and automatic 
emergency braking, driver drowsiness alert, and 
advanced park assist plus the option of a heated 
steering wheel, heated front and rear seats and smart 
tailgate, that opens with a flick of the foot. 

All that, oh so vital, fingertip connectivity is also 
available through Vauxhall On Star, so you not 
only have automatic crash response alerting the 
emergency services should the airbags be deployed 
but can also book an hotel room, find a parking 
space and charge your smartphone wirelessly as well 
as access emails, phone messages, Google maps 
and the like thanks to the Apple CarPlay and Android 
Auto integration. 

Prices start at £22,310 with LED daytime running 
lights, camera-based lane departure warning, road 
sign recognition, sat nav, eight-inch touch screen and 
air con all fitted as standard. 


CHRISTMAS HAS COME EARLY IN THE BLACK COUNTRY 

SAVE OVER £10,000 ON AMAZING BRAND NEW y 
# PRE REGISTERED CARS •** 


WHEN THEY ARE GONE, THEY ARE GONE!! 


ASTRA SPORTS TOURER 


CORSA LIMITED EDITION 


MOKKA DESIGN NAV 1.6 

ELITE NAV 1.6 CDTi Bl TURBO 


1.4i 90ps ECOFLEX 



5dr, Start/Stop, 6 Speed 




5dr, Start/Stop, 5 Speed 

DMA PRICE £15,999 SAVING £10,496 


DMA PRICE £10,995 SAVING £5,240 


SOLD 


DMA Price SAVING 

MOKKA X 5 DR SUV DESIGN NAV 1.6 (115PS) S/S 5 SPEED .SOLD SOLD 

MOKKA X 5 DR SUV DESIGN NAV ECOFLEX 1.6CDTI (HOPS) S/S 6 SPEED .£14,995 £5,495 

ASTRA 5 DR SPORTS TOURER ELITE NAV 1.6CDTI BI-TURBO (160PS) S/S 6 SPEED .£15,999 £10,496 

CORSA 3 DR HATCH ENERGY 1.41 (75PS) ECOFLEX 5 SPEED .£9,995 £3,715 

CORSA 3 DR HATCH LIMITED EDITION 1.41 (90PS) ECOFLEX 5 SPEED .£10,995 £5,240 

CORSA 3 DR HATCH LIMITED EDITION 1.41 (90PS) ECOFLEX 5 SPEED .SOLD SOLD 

CORSA 3 DR HATCH LIMITED EDITION 1.41 (90PS) ECOFLEX 5 SPEED .£10,995 £5,595 

CORSA 3 DR HATCH LIMITED EDITION 1.41 (75PS) ECOFLEX 5 SPEED .£10,995 £5,360 

VIVA 5 DR HATCH SE 1.0 75PS 5 SPEED .£7,995 £2,325 

VIVA 5 DR HATCH SE A/C 1.0 75PS 5 SPEED .SOLD SOLD 

ASTRA 5 DR SPORTS TOURER SRI 1.6CDTI (136PS) S/S 6 SPEED .SOLD SOLD 

ASTRA 5 DR SPORTS TOURER SRI 1.6CDTI (136PS) S/S 6 SPEED .£13,995 £9,760 

ZAFIRA TOURER 5 DR MPV SRI 2.0CDTI (170PS) S/S 6 SPEED .£16,999 £10,581 

ASTRA 5 DR HATCH SRI VX LINE 1.41 TURBO (150PS) 6 SPEED .£13,995 £7,625 

MERIVA 5 DR MPV TECH LINE 1.4116V (100PS) 5 SPEED .£11,495 £3,705 

CHOICE OF MERIVA 5 DR MPV LIFE 1.4116V (100PS) 5 SPEED .£10,995 £4,235 

Pics for illustration purposes only 


VIVA SEA/C 1.0 75ps 



5dr Hatch, 5 Speed 
DMA PRICE £7,995 SAVING £2,325 


ZAFIRA TOURER SRi 
2.0 CDTi 170ps 



5dr MPV, Start/Stop 
DMA PRICE £16,999 SAVING £10,581 


ASTRA SPORTS TOURER 
SRi 1.6 CDTi 136ps 



5dr, Start/Stop, 6 Speed 
DMA PRICE £13,995 SAVING £9,760 


CALL YOUR LOCAL BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Rd, Halesowen, 

West Midlands B63 3NH 

0121 503 0001 

www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


TWall Vauxhall 

High Street, Pensnett, 
Kingswinford DY6 8XB 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House 

High Sreet.Amblecote, 

Nr. Stourbridge DY84DG 

01384 447970 

www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


Dudley Motor Company 

Trindle Road, Dudley, 

West Midlands DY2 7AY 

01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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In the black and exclusive to the UK 



The car has 17-inch Black Net spoke wheels 



An award-winner, the MINI Countryman 


MINI UK has two special editions of MINI, 
the Cooper Black Pack Clubman and the 
Cooper D Black Pack Clubman. 

Designed exclusively for the UK, the first 
MINI Clubman edition offers 17-inch Black Net 
spoke wheels combined with black bonnet 
stripes for a sleek and sporty finish to further 
enhance the characteristic MINI Clubman 
styling. 

Inside, the design cues continue with 
a Piano Black interior and multi-function 
steering wheel. The MINI Black Pack badge 
which is featured on the rear doors of the 
vehicle highlights the exclusivity of the MINI 
Black Pack Clubman models. 

In keeping with the entire MINI Clubman 
model range, the MINI Black Pack Clubman 
models also offer exceptionally high levels 
of standard equipment including MINI 
Navigation, Bluetooth, Cruise Control and 
MINI Connected. The MINI Excitement Pack 
which includes the MINI logo projection is 
also offered as standard. 

Nicolas Griebner, head of product, MINI 
UK said: “The MINI Black Pack Clubman 
showcases the very best of MINI Clubman 
- a host of specially selected equipment 
combined with attractive visual options.” 

The new MINI Cooper available to order at 
MINI Retailers from today, on the road pricing 
starts at £21,430 for MINI Cooper Black Pack 
Clubman (£289 per month, with an initial 
rental of £289*) and £23,735 for MINI Cooper 
D Black Pack Clubman. 

• The biggest and most versatile MINI 
to-date has been awarded ‘Best Compact 
Crossover’ by the Association of Scottish 
Motoring Writers. The new MINI Countryman 
was announced as the as the winner in 
this fiercely contested segment at the 2017 


Scottish Car of the Year awards this evening. 

Speaking at the awards, Stephen Park, 
president of the Association of Scottish 
Motoring Writers said: “Compact crossovers 
are in vogue and this year buyers have been 
spoiled for choice. Our favourite, the new 
MINI Countryman, marries good design with 
a spacious, high quality cabin and the choice 
of two or four-wheel-drive. There’s also a huge 


options list for those who want to create a 
unique and personal car.” 

With its larger external dimensions, and 
increases in space throughout the cabin and 
luggage area, the new MINI Countryman 
offers occupants even greater comfort and 
a genuinely premium ambience. Useful new 
features such as electric tailgate control 
with touch-free opening and unique options, 


including a fold down picnic bench at the rear, 
add to the ownership experience. 

The Countryman’s on- and off-road ability 
is readily apparent throughout its design and, 
for the first time, MINI is offering a plug-in 
hybrid model with the new MINI Countryman 
Plug-In Hybrid. “We’re thrilled that the ASMW 
have chosen the new MINI Countryman in this 
extremely competitive segment,” said Leon 


Van Schie, head of marketing, MINI UK. “This 
very welcome award demonstrates that the 
latest addition to the MINI range is an enticing 
option which offers greater space, refinement 
and flexibility for our customers. Furthermore, 
the new MINI Countryman introduces unique 
features into this segment which are proving 
extremely popular with new and returning 
MINI customers alike.” 



The MINI Black Pack badge which is featured on the rear doors of the vehicle highlights the exclusivity of the Black Pack 
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THE NEW \~v~7 

GRANDLAND 

COMING SOON 

Commutes feel cooler. Getaways get greater. Adventures become 
reinvented. Step up to Grandland X's extra ride height, premium 
design, enhanced safety assistance and smart infotainment, 
and you'll find it's more than just another SUV. 

Isn't life brilliant. 





VAUXHALL 


Sandwell Garages 


www.sandwellvauxhall.com 


Spon Lane 
West Midlands 
B70 6AR 

0121 553 7693 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Grandland X Launch Edition 1.2 (130PS) Turbo 
Start/Stop: Urban: 44.1 (6.4), Extra Urban: 57.6 (4.9), Combined 52.3 (5.4). C0 2 emissions: 124g/km. # 

Model shown Grandland X Launch Edition 1.2 (BOPS) Turbo Start/Stop OTR £28,245. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual 
performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
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Walsall’s 13-15 years team who brought home the silver medal from Scotland 


The under-12 show off their silver medals won in the team discipline 


Swimming team in sync to 
make a competition splash 



Medal winners from the nationals in Gloucester Robyn Swatman and Olivia Baker’s routine 



Georgia Baker in action. Pic: Scottish Swimming 



Robyn Swatman, gold medal winner in the 13-15 figures 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Matt Maher 


“The club has always been 
strong but we have seen a lot 
more people take an interest, 
particularly since the London 
Olympics.” 

TALENTED swimmers from Walsall Synchro 
Club have their sights set on national suc¬ 
cess after making a big splash in Scotland. 

The club, who have their base at the town’s Gala 
Baths, returned from the Scottish National Syn¬ 
chronised Swimming Championships with a haul of 
medals from both individual and team competitions. 

Walsall won gold in the under-12s team event and also 
took silver in the 13-15 years team category. 

Georgia Baker finished at the front of a competitive field 
in the solo under-12s competition. 

She was followed onto the top step of the podium by Eng¬ 
land youth team members Olivia Baker and Robyn Swat¬ 
man, who took the 13-15 years duet. 

Competitive 

Olivia Baker also took bronze in the 13-15 years solo 
event, while Georgia teamed up with Taliah Alves to win 
silver in the under-12s duet. 

“The team did brilliantly in Scotland and got some really 
good results,” said head coach Amy Baker. “It was particu¬ 
larly pleasing as the event attracts some of the biggest clubs 
in the country and the competition is fiercely competitive. 

“For Georgia Baker to win the under-12s solo was a huge 
achievement. She is a swimmer with great potential.” 

Walsall’s Scottish success followed a similarly strong 
showing in last month’s Midlands Championships, held at 
their home pool. Alves won gold in the under-12s figures 
competition, with Georgia Baker winning silver to com¬ 
plete a one-two for the hosts in that category. 


The duo then teamed up to win gold in the duets event, 
with team-mates Katie Lopez and Olivia Timms taking 
bronze, while Walsall achieved a clean sweep in the 13-15 
years figures with Swatman taking victory ahead of Olivia 
Baker and Hannah Birch. The latter combined with Olivia 
Baker to win gold in the 13-15 years duet. 

Walsall also won big in the team competitions, with vic¬ 
tories for the 13-15 years squad in the exercise and free cat¬ 
egories and the 15-18 years team in the combination event. 

The under-12s team won gold in the free competition 
while the Muppets squad, whose routine is choreographed 
to music from the TV show, claimed silver. 

Walsall Synchro Club were formed in 1972 and currently 
have close to 100 swimmers on their books. 

“The club has always been strong but we have seen a lot 
more people take an interest, particularly since the London 
Olympics,” said head coach Baker. 

“It’s got to the point where we don’t really advertise an¬ 
ymore. People come to me on an almost daily basis asking 
if their child can have a trial. 

“Many have a background in dance or gymnastics and 
want to give synchronised swimming a go. At the moment 
we have some really, really talented girls at the club. Both 


Olivia Baker and Robyn Swatman are part of the England 
squad at their age group and we are hopeful of getting a 
few more called-up should things go well at the nationals.” 

The success fuelled confidence ahead of the National 
Championships in Gloucester last weekend - and more 
medals followed. 

Georgia Baker and Taliah Alves collected a silver medal 
in the 12 and under duets, with Olivia Timms and Kate 
Lopes back in ninth. Robyn Swatman and Olivia Baker col¬ 
lected a bronze in the 13-15s duets. 

There was a silver medal in the 12 and unders teams. 
The 13-15 team finished fourth out of 17 entrants 

Individually, Georgia Baker finished sixth and Taliah 
Alves eighth in the under-12s figures, from 130 compet¬ 
itors, Olivia Baker and Robyn Swatman, both only 13, 
ended 11th and 13th respectively, from 178 in the 13-15s. 

In the solos, Georgia Baker narrowly missed out on third 
position in the under-13s, finishing just ahead of Talia 
Alves, Swatman and Olivia Baker finished eighth and ninth 
respectively. 

Georgia, Taliah, Olivia Baker and Robyn were selected 
to attend Phase 1 of England trials held in Bristol on Sat¬ 
urday. 


Ofosu-Ayeh no closer 
to return, says Nuno 

WOLVES head coach Nuno Espirito Santo has revealed Phil Ofosu-Ayeh is 
no closer to being considered for selection. The 26-year-old full-back joined 
on a free transfer in the summer after leaving German side Eintracht 
Braunschweig but is yet to play for the club due to an ankle injury. 

It was thought last month that he could return before the end of the year, 
but his recovery programme has not gone as planned. 

Nuno hinted the club may have to cut their losses if the situation does 
not take an upturn soon, and said: “It’s tough. The programme that is being 
done with him is trying to increase his load of running. But he still has pain. 

“We have to be very cautious, not only because of this particular injury, 
but the way that Phil - for the last year - has struggled. 

“He needs to settle down and solve, definitely, the problems that he has. 
Then we have to make a decision.” 

Ofosu-Ayeh underwent ankle surgery in early September. Born in Ger¬ 
many, he represents Ghana and has one cap for them. 


Bucks boss rules out 
a move for Lescott 

FORMER England ace Joleon Lescott, a two-time Premier League winner, 
will not be signing for AFC Telford United, club sources have revealed. 

The 35-year-old former Wolves, Albion and Villa defender is without a 
club after being released from Sunderland at the end of last season - and 
has trained with the Bucks. 

After the signing of former Wolves striker Sylvan Ebanks-Blake, there 
was speculation that former Molineux favourite Lescott - who has also had 
spells with Everton, Manchester City and AEK Athens - would also end up 
at the New Bucks Head. 

Telford boss Rob Edwards played with Lescott at Wolves but stated 
‘nothing will happen’. It is believed though that the Bucks chief is on the 
lookout for a defender. 

The Birmingham-born centre-half played 26 times for England. He won 
two Premier League medals, the FA Cup and League Cup during five years 
at City - and won the First Division play-offs with Wolves in 2003. 


Development work 
wins coach top award 

A DUDLEY sports coach has picked up a top accolade. Rus Smith, who 
leads the development of trainers and coach developers in the Midlands for 
StreetGames, was named as the Coach Developer of the Year category at 
the 2017 UK Coaching Awards. 

Recognised with him were the three coaches - Benke Blomkvist, Chris¬ 
tian Malcolm and Stephen Maguire - who led Great Britain’s men’s 4x100m 
team to gold at the 2017 World Athletics Championships. They won the 
High Performance Coach of the Year award. 

This year marked the 20th anniversary of the showpiece annual event, 
held at The Honourable Artillery Company, City of London, last Thursday. 

Smith offers his services to the FA and the Stourbridge Football League. 
He has delivered to more than 1,000 learners in the last 12 months. He said: 
“What an honour to have been announced as Coach Developer of the Year.” 

Mark Gannon, UK Coaching CEO, said: “Rus is fully deserving of the 
Coach Developer of the Year award.” 
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Boxer shows 
his Power as 
a prospect 

AN Irishman now residing in the Black 
Country has warned his opponents they 
will feel his power as he begins his jour¬ 
ney as a professional boxer. 

Steven Power hails from Cork but has 
lived in Blackheath, Rowley Regis, for 
the past two years. 

The 21-year-old super lightweight will 
become a part of the local paid fight com¬ 
munity when he steps through the ropes 
in Wolverhampton on Saturday, part of 
BCB’s second offering at the Imperial 
Banqueting Suite in Bilston, with Errol 
Johnson’s promoted bill titled ‘Festive 
Fight Night’. 

Power was a regular amateur, repre¬ 
senting St Colmans on 49 occasions with 
37 wins to show for it. He then headed 
to England to live with his uncle, Paddy. 

After competing on the unlicensed cir¬ 
cuit, he approached coach Richie Ghent 
with aspirations of training and turning 
over at his RG Box Fit gym, ironically 
also in Bilston. Being chucked in for 
sparring with prospects Danny Ball and 
Tommy Ghent convinced his trainer he’s 
got what it takes to go forward. 

“I used to box in Ireland but I moved 
over here to look for work and there was 
an unlicensed gym close to my house.” 

As well as Power and Coseley’s Tommy 
Ghent and Kingswinford’s Danny Ball, 
Wednesbury’s Sam Evans and Swadlin¬ 
cote’s Connor Parker are also in action. 

Tickets are priced at £35 for Standard 
unreserved tickets or £60 ringside to in¬ 
clude food. They are available by calling 
the boxers direct or visiting iboxingtick- 
ets.com. 

Sam aiming for 
something big as 
he leaves Hatton 

WEDNESBURY’S Sam Evans has 
“something big” in the pipeline after 
cutting his ties with boxing legend Ricky 
Hatton and heading home. 

Evans’ manager Errol Johnson is try¬ 
ing to land his charge a major fight in 
2018 after a keep-busy contest this Sat¬ 
urday night. 

The 21-year-old super welterweight 
will rack up 10 victories from 11 pro con¬ 
tests - the other a draw - if he can come 
through a four-rounder successfully. 

He’s a part of BCB’s second offering 
at the Imperial Banqueting Suite in Bil¬ 
ston, with the Johnson’s promoted bill 
titled ‘Festive Fight Night.’ 

Evans split from former two-weight 
world champion Hatton’s coaching stew¬ 
ardship after his last contest, an eight- 
round stalemate with Owen Jobburn. 
A rematch with Jobburn is not in the 
works at present, though, with a title 
opportunity for Evans at the top of his 
thoughts. 

Johnson and Paul Mann now work 
his corner as will his father, Taffy, when 
he’s obtained a seconds licence from the 
British Boxing of Control. 


Floodgates open as Wednesbury run riot 



Dan Blake congratulating his opponent 


Wednesbury 42 Yardley & District 3 

YARDLEY are a good side going through a rough 
period, but as always they are a tough side to play. 

The visitors took an early lead with a penalty 
with just five minutes gone but this was only a 
temporary setback, from the restart Wednesbury 
were awarded a penalty, Matt Dale successfully 
converted and the floodgates then opened. 

Aaron Harris finished off a great move going 
over for a try, Matt Dale converted. Within two 
minutes of the restart Wednesbury increased 


their lead. Stan Zvidi received the ball out on the 
wing and went on an amazing run charging his 
way through the Yardley’s desperate tackles to go 
over for the try, no conversion. 

Wednesbury were now flying Matt Dale, Ryan 
Roberts, Dave Hall and Dale Doughty doing great 
work and making yards allowing Wednesbury 
to release their backs. Further tries came from 
Doughty, Jordan Allwood, Dale, Hall. My man of 
the match Ryan Roberts. This weekend Wednes¬ 
bury travel to Aston Old Edwardians ko 2.15pm. 



ALAN Pardew’s reign as Albion 
boss got off to an encouraging 
start against his former club 
and, despite the goalless fin¬ 
ish, there were positive signs 
of what to expect under him. 

Before the game, the new man promised to 
play on the front foot and he picked an attacking 
line-up designed to do just that. 

For the first 20 minutes, his three-pronged 
strike force gave Crystal Palace problems; Hal 
Robson-Kanu had the beating of Jeffrey Schlupp 
on the right; Kieran Gibbs was overlapping Jay 
Rodriguez dangerously down the left. 

The Baggies had 20 shots to Palace’s 10, but it 
was the manner of the performance, the intent 
on the ball and the desire to get forward and dic¬ 
tate play that will have pleased fans who have 
seen their team drop further down the table. 

Pardew’s 4-3-3 formation left the full-backs 
slightly exposed and Wilfried Zaha was wreak¬ 
ing havoc. He should have had a penalty when 
Ahmed Hegazi kicked his trailing leg. 

Missing 

But the new boss recognised the problem and 
switched to a 4-4-2 at half-time to match his op¬ 
ponents, and in the second half it was all Albion. 

“We bossed the game,” said Pardew after¬ 
wards. It was a fair assessment and one Tony 
Pulis was rarely able to utter. It’s hoped Matt 
Phillips and Chris Brunt will be available for 
the upcoming Swansea game, but Nacer Chadli 
and James Morrison are out a little longer. At 
times it looked like Albion were missing a central 
No. 10. Rodriguez plugged that gap occasionally 
in the second half, but it’ll be intriguing to see if 
he puts Morrison or Chadli in that hole when fit. 

There is still work to do in the final third, but 
plenty of positives elsewhere. Jonny Evans is 
back to his best and helped keep Albion’s first 
clean sheet in 11 games. Young Sam Field con¬ 
tinues to impress and adapted quickly to being 
moved out on to the left wing in the second half. 



Albion skipper Jonny Evans gets to grips with Crystal Palace striker Christian Benteke 


Baggies firmly in box seat for Hegazi deal 


AHMED HEGAZI’S parent 
club have confirmed that Albion 
have first refusal on the defend¬ 
er following speculation other 
clubs have taken a shine to him. 

Liverpool and Leicester are 
reportedly eyeing up the Egyp¬ 
tian centre-back following his 
impressive start to life in the 
Premier League. But A1 Ahly 
football director Sayed Ab- 


del-Hafiz has told the Egyptian 
press the ball is firmly in the 
Baggies’ court. 

Albion agreed to pay A1 Ahly 
£875,000 to take Hegazi on a 
season-long loan in the summer. 

Meanwhile, Albion will need 
to overcome lower-league op¬ 
position to make it through the 
FA Cup third round. The Bag¬ 
gies will visit a League Two side 


- either Forest Green Rovers 
or Exeter City, who replay on 
December 12, with the next tie 
to be played between January 5 
and 8. 

Alan Pardew spoke of his am¬ 
bition to win the famous old tro¬ 
phy. “I’ve come very close twice 
to winning the FA Cup and I’d 
like to do it. That’s the sort of 
ambition I’m talking about.” 


Global feel 
as athletes 
make splash 

THERE was an international feel to the 
Black Country Triathletes Splash N’ 
Dash as athletes from home and abroad 
took part at Ounsdale Leisure Centre, 
Wombourne on Sunday. 

One athlete, whose home club is Okla¬ 
homa Tri, even travelled from Germany 
to take on the 400m pool swim and 5km 
run along the Railway Walk. 

First home overall was Phil Wolfe 
from Mammoth Lifestyle Racing for 
the men in 22:45 with Daniel Shepperd 
second in 23:22 and James Booker from 
Warley Wasps third in 24:16. The overall 
ladies winner was Francesca Ryde from 
University Of Birmingham in 28:29 with 
BCT’s Lauren Evans second in 29:43 
and Amy Brammar, also University Of 
Birmingham in third in 29:45. 

For Black Country Triathletes, Jack 
Tibbetts was third in the Open Male in 
27:11, Tim Lake third in the Vet cate¬ 
gory in 27:44, Gary Bonner first Super 
Vet in 28:27, Gary Hickman, first Ul- 
travet in 31:52 and Sue Payton second 
Super Vet in 36:39. 

More than 60 juniors raced in vari¬ 
ous distances. For BCT, in the youth 
category girls Zoe Brickley came second 
and Lydia Silk third. For the youth boys 
Ollie Evans, Reece Fletcher and Ollie 
Mason were the first three home. 

TS3 girls was won by Emma Grundy; 
for the boys Tom Hipwood was first and 
Cian Gopal third. In the TS2 girl’s cate¬ 
gory Alex Westbury took first place and 
for the boys Jack Grundy was second 
and Charlie Shoaf third. 

Dean's back with a 
warning to players 

DUDLEY TOWN’S new manager has 
warned his senior players to cut out the 
bad habits because there is plenty of tal¬ 
ent in the youth set-up snapping at their 
heels. 

Dean Whitehouse, who won the double 
with Tividale in 2011/12, has returned to 
the West Midlands Premier League after 
spending four years away from football 
due to family illness. 

He has brought Richard Taylor, cap¬ 
tain of his double-winning Tividale side, 
with him as a player-coach. 

Dudley haven’t played a home game 
since October because badgers have 
been digging up the pitch at The Dell. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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West 

Midlands 

DOUBLE 

GLAZING 


WINDOWS, DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 
FROM WEST MIDLANDS DOUBLE GLAZING 
FANTASTIC RANGE & STYLES 
FOR ALL BUDGETS 




CALL NOW: 

0800 080 7076 • 0121 532 0784 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 


www.westmidlandsglazing.com 


WINDOWS I DOORS I CONSERVATORIES PORCHES I GUARDIAN ROOF I ROOFS ROOFLINE I DRIVEWAYS I BUILDING WORK 















